fune 22 



1. 000-yea n!l 5' 

i"nTsh N ft. 1 nil l :J |: P. 
""PP^aC 
! * >Jn,OM ' ifiinN- 

Iv « ‘■■hsiii. M ^ 

,,ll ' u, n. Aii-i , s nrd ' 

.V'-Illtlfie C., m A<n : 
Uiscun, o Mlu •; \m, 

,XVu '"hi! I. l 

v » 111 : 1 . k- ? 

,,si 

■mmuH,, h 
nuiJc *.| llr . ,l ^ h ' v; 
Wild u in, p’^M , 
ll »‘ ihc l.„,. u ]'" n i 
lihci-ninn, 1 ^ 

V s -. 1 " 1 - 

c ilium v, 1 1« 

r - V,n,WI r ; 

*■ "*■ 

:ourt «nds hois, 
uptured condo 
case 

DKVu.k... 

,UI1 ukvwT 


King holds meetings with Arab leaden 

Husse ' n met in Cairo on 
^.i^S ne £ PreS ? cni . P raar Hassan Al Bashir and 
i S^^wE^2n a ? irS ‘-- I f akin8 10 *6 P«ss Ueuteoant- 
^1? ^ **? racetin S was a foltow-op to 
pterioos talks, addmg that the two leaders hold identical views 
1 cmyer^ pan-A^ csoes and that King Hussein expressed fuD 
karfersa^jpg of Sudans needs and the internal, Sd 

^otcniationd oon^nraais against Sudan. Eariier in the day the 
T J2&E53S 1 P " aadenl Alt Abdullah Saleh and Tii'skS 

PreBdC S AL ‘ Thc y dfca ®ed Arab affito *3 

tneans to enable the Cairo summit achieve success. 
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Optimism prevails as Arab summit gets to work 

King describes meeting with Assad a positive beginning but says more discussions needed 
Arab solidarity should not be a temporary goal but a permanent objective, HM tells Cairo conference 
Dialogue, not bullets and explosives. 


can end differences - King Hussein 
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AMMAN (J.T.j — His 
..Majesty King Hussein said 
Saturday that Arab solidarity 
should be a permanent 
objective of all Arab states 
and not a temporary, 
seasonal goal called for by 
some to serve the interests 
of one party and not another. 
In his address to the Arab 
summit in Cairo, the King 
said that Arab states should 
shun disputes, and work 
jointly to secure a better 
future for their peoples, 
adding that the Cairo summit 
had provided a platform 
where issues could be 
discussed with candour, 
openness and sincerity. 

"We maintain that every 
Arab state has the right to 
seek protection in a united 
Arab stand," the King told 
the summit. But he 
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' ,,r '" ,:r the forces of evil and 

.lerrorism, (forces) that seek 
to achieve their designs at 
limes under the guise of' 
religion and at others under 
the pretext of ideology." 

The King told the summit 
that the state of Arab affairs 
was still characterised by 
frustration and the only way 
to move forward is "to hold 
ourselves accountable by the 
same standards, to develop 
our ability for calm 
reasoning and understanding 
" and for Arab countries to 
acknowledge the errors of 
slogans. 

In its current state of 
affairs, said the, King, the 
Arab Nation defends that 
which is worthy of criticism, 
and "have no power save 
^against one another." 

This state has "caused 
some to replace civilised 
brotherly dialogue by the 
export of nefarious attempts 
that kill the slightest hope 
of restoring real Arab 
solidarity based on firm 
foundations of clarity of 


Fourteen heads of state at Dimmi t 

FOURTEEN ARAB leaders, three crown princes, one 
prime minister, two deputy prime ministers and the Somali 
ambassador were in Cairo to attend the Arab Summit 
opening on Saturday. 

Libyan leader Moammar Qadhafi completed the list of 
those attending when he flew into Cairo on Saturday to 
make a '‘surprise*’ appearance at the summit. 

Iraq has not been invited. 

Here is a list of the delegation heads, based on official 
sources in Cairo or their countries. 

Algeria — President Liamine Zeroual 

Bahrain — the emir, Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al Khalifa 

Comoros — President Mohammad Taki 

Djibouti — President Hassan Gouled 

Egypt — President Hosni Mubarak 

Jordan — King Hussein 

Kuwait — Crown Prince Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah AI 
Sabah 

Lebanon — President Elias Hrawi 

Libya — Revolutionary leader Muammar Qadhafi 

Mauritania — President Maaoya Ould Sid’Ahmad Taya 

Morocco — Prime Minister Abdul Latif Filali 

Oman — Deputy Prime Minister Fahd Ben Mahmoud Al 

Said 

Tbe Palestinian National Authority — President Yasser 
Arafat 

Qatar — Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh Abdullah Ben 
Khalifa Al Thani 

Saudi Arabia — Crown Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz 
Somalia — Abdullah Hassan Mahmoud, ambassador to 
Egypt 

Sudan — President Omar Hassan Al Bashir 

Syria — President Hafez Al Assad 

.Tunisia — President Zone Al Abidine Ben Ali 

The United Arab Emirates — Sheikh Khalifa Ben Zayed 

Al' Nahayan, crown prince of Abu Dhabi 

Yemen — President -Ali Abdullah Saleh - - . 
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intentions and goodwill" 

Terrorism and violence are 
the opposite to peace and 
stability, said tbe King at the 
first Arab summit in six 
•years. 

"We repeat one more time 
that provocation, 
intimidation, aud 
interference in the affairs of 
others attract dangerous 
reactions. The policy of 
employing terrorism in all- 
directions will., only create 
enemies on all fronts," King 
Hussein said. 

"When we emphasise the 
need to develop relations 
with others we equally stress 
that these relations must be 


guided by mutual respect, 
committed to non- 
interference, characterised by 
good neighbourliness, and 
distinguished by nobility of 
spirit," said the King. "Our 
dialogue must be conducted 
with words, not bullets and 
explosives." 

"Terrorism is condemned 
in all fronts. There is no 
terrorism that is acceptable 
and another that is 

unacceptable.” said the King 
in his speech, which was 
unequivocal in its 

condemnation of applying, 
hosting or encouraging 

(Continued on page 7) 
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EU tells Netanyahu he must 
exchange territory for peace 

Eitan contradicts Levy's soft-tone 
approach to negotiations on Golan 
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Combined agency 
dispatches 

EUROPEAN UNION (EU) 
leaders sent new hardline 
Israeli Prime Minister Be- 
nyamin Netanyahu a dear 
message on Saturday that be 
must trade occupied Arab 
land if he wants to advance 
Middle East peace. 

A 15-nation EU summit 
insisted the terms for a settle- 
ment of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict had not changed just 
-because Jsrael had elected a 
government last month which 
opposes banding bade any 
more of the territory seized in 
the 1967 Middle Ea$t war. 

In a joint statement, the 
European leaders appealed 
to Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours to resume peace nego-. 
tiations urgently on the whole 
range of disputes, including 
Jerusalem. 

Spelling out tbe basis for 
any agreement, they said: 
“The key principles — self- 
determination for tbe Palesti- 
nians, with all that it implies, 
and land for peace — are 
essential to the achievement 
of a just, comprehensive and 
durable peace.** 

The European statement 
was issued as Arab leaders 
met in Cairo to coordinate 
their response to Mr. Netany- 
ahu’s election on a platform 


of refusing to return the 
Golan Heights to Syria, give 
up more of tbe West Bank, 
negotiate on Jerusalem or 
allow a Palestinian state. 

On the eve of the Arab 
summit, new Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy, a rela- 
tive moderate, said he did not 
rale out a compromise with 
Syria and pledged Israel 
would talk with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. 

EU diplomats said the 
addition for the first time of 
the pbrme “with all that it 
implies” took the Europeans 
a small step closer towards 
advocating a Palestinian 
state. 

But they said EU foreign, 
ministers, recalling the fai- 
lure of their first big Middle 
East declaration in Venice in 
1980, had agreed the time 
was not ripe to call outright 
for a Palestinian state and 
risk putting Europe offside in 
the peace process. 

In the statement, die EU 
appealed to all parties “to 
avoid and prevent actions 
.which would prejudice die 
successful resumption of 
negotiations and thereby im- 
pede the course of the peace 
process.” 

Diplomats said that was an- 
oblique reference both to the 
building of Israeli settlements 
on occupied Arab land, and 


to concern that Arab coun- 
tries such as Syria should not 
set prior conditions for re- 
suming talks with Israel. 

“The European Union en- 
courages all parties ... to 
re-engage themselves in the 
peace process, to respect and 
implement fully all the agree- 
ments already readied and to 
resume negotiations as soon 
as possible on tbe basis of the 
principles already accepted 
by all parties under the Mad- 
rid and Oslo frameworks/’ it 
raid. 

“These cover all the issues 
on which the parties have 
agreed to negotiate, includ- 
ing Jerusalem, noting its im- 
portance for the parties and 
the international community, 
not least the need to respect 
tbe established rights of reli- 
gions institutions.” 

The statement praised Mr. 
Arafat's Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) for cooper- 
ating with Israel in security 
and, while recognising 
Israel's security needs, urged 
the Jewish state to lift com- 
pletely its border closure with 
the Palestinian territories. 

The Europeans had made 
no secret of their preference 
for former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres in last month’s 
general election, because be 

(Continued on page 3) 



Mubarak sets tone with 
call on Israel to honour 
commitment to peace 

Combined agency dispatches 


His Majesty King Hussein with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad in Cairo on Saturday before the King and the Syrian 
president held a one-hour one-to-one meeting (Reuters photo) 

Jordanian-Syrian summit checks 
worsening of ties but outstanding 
differences need more meetings 


By Salameb Nemat 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

CAIRO — His Majesty Kang 
Hussein held a one-hour 
meeting in Cairo Saturday 
with Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad and later described 
the encounter as marking a 
“new beginning” in relations 
between the two leaders. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said that the 
meeting, which was arranged 
by Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, should be consi- 
dered “a positive move by 
itself.” 

But statements by Jorda- 


nian officials and the Syrian 
delegation's refusal to com- 
ment on the meeting showed 
that the meeting had suc- 
ceeded in stopping escalation 
of tension between the two 
sides without resolving out- 
standing differences. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan Times and Al Hayat 
newspaper, Mr. Kabariti 
said: “Jordan has no differ- 
ences with Syria over the 
question of (Syria) regaining 
its occupied territories but we 
are now discussing a specific 
question: Terrorist acts 
directed against Jordan by 
certain Syrian-backed 


groups.” 

Mr. Kabariti said: Had the 
threats been confined to 
propaganda campaigns we 
would not have given them 
any. attention. But when 
these threats are transformed 
into action on the ground we 
feel forced to adopt a stand 
demanding that such actions 
be terminated.” 

Mr. Kabariti was referring 
to a number of attempts de- 
signed to destabilise Jordan 
and harm its security by ex- 
tremist organisations based in 
Syria. 

(Continued on page 3) 


ARAB LEADERS called 
Saturday for Israel to prove 
its commitment to peace by 
returning to negotiations 
without delay and then began 
confronting the ArJhs' other 
difficult disputes — among 
themselves. 

The first Arab summit in 
six sears focused on the 
Mideast peace process fol- 
lowing last month's election 
of hard-liner Benyamtn 
Netanyahu as Israeli prime 
minister. The Arabs fear Mr. 
Netanyahu could renege on 
deals already made by Israel 
or try to change the ground 
rules for negotiations. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak set the tone for the 
two-day summit in his open- 
ing speech. 

“There isn't among us any- 
one who wants to take the 
region back to the destruc- 
tion of war or the phase of 
no-war and no-peace.” Mr. 
Mubarak said. "We are sin- 
cerely determined to struggle 
for peace until the end.” 

He added: “We call upon 
the new Israeli government 
to cooperate with us so as to 
complete the peace process 
without tardiness or hesita- 
tion. We call upon the Israeli 
government to prove its com- 
mitment to real peace.” 

The Arab summit received 
a “reassuring” message from 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy, said Egypt's 
foreign minister. Amr Musa, 
as leaders ended a first round 
of closed-door talks. 


"The message addressed 
by Davtd Levy is moie reas- 
suring" concerning Israeli 
commitments to the peace 
process than the "negative" 
ones sent by Mr Nutans ahu, 
Mr. Musa sjid. 

On Friday Mr. Levy gave a 
message to Egypt’s ambassa- 
dor to Israel. Mohammad 
Bassium. the Cairo press re- 
ported without elaborating 

Mr. Levy called for a com- 
promise wnh Syria over the 
Golan Heights and said: "We 
need to negotiate without 
pre-conditions. 

“I do not accept any Syrian 
dictates on the Golan and I 
think that along the way we 
can arrive at a compromise." 
Mr. Levy said, ruling out 
Arab fears ihai Mr. Netany- 
ahu's peace policies were all 
negative.” 

In his opening speech at 
the summit. President 
Mubarak outlined the seven 
guiding principles which the 
Arabs say must underpin any 
peace settlement with Israel’. 

1. Peace must he just and 
comprehensive >and lead to 
final settlements between 
Israel and all its neighbours, 
namely Syria, Lebanon and 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority. 

2. Peace negotiations must 
take place within the 
framework launched by the 
October 1991 conference in 
Madrid. This means an 
Israeli commitment to re- 
spect U.N. resolutions calling 
for a withdrawal from the 

(Condoned on page 7) 


Bahrain seeks Syrian help to end Iran-backed unrest 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Bahrain's emir appealed to 
Syria on Saturday to inter- 
vene to end a wave of unrest 
which it has blamed Iran for 
backing, sources close to the 
Syrian delegation said. 

Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa met Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and asked 
him “to intervene with Iran 
to stop it from interfering in 
Bahrain's internal affairs,” a 
source said. 

Earlier this month Bahrain 
said it arrested 44 people 
linked to an Iranian-backed 
militant group ploting to 
overthrow the Manama gov- 
ernment. 

Bahraini Interior Minister 
Mohammad Ben Khalifa A I 
Khalifa has identified the 


group as the military wing of 
Hizbollah-Bahrain and 
Bahraini newspapers said the 
militants were trained in 
camps in Iran and Lebanon, 
home to the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah guerrillas. 

It was the first time that 
Manama had openly accused 
Tehran of plotting against it. 
but the charges have been 
vigorously denied by Iran. 

At least 22 people have 
been killed in the violence 
which erupted in December 
1994. ft has been led by Shiite 
Muslims demanding the res- 
toration of parliament sus- 
pended by the Sunni-led au- 
thorities in 1975. 

Several Arab League 
members have expressed sup- 
port for Bahrain and on Fri- 


day the Jordanian prime 
minister, Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said the Arab sum- 
mit in Cairo should denounce 
Iran for allegedly supporting 
lerrorism. 

"We would like to have 
Iran listed as a country which 
supports terrorism/' Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

A draft resolution to be 
approved by Arab leaders at 
the summit will "condemn 
terrorism under all its forms" 
and call on Arab countries to 
“avoid alliances that are con- 
trary to the aspiration of the 
people of the regi on/' 

It will also rule out foreign 
"interference" in Arab inter- 
nal affairs. 

Iran said Saturday the 
Cairo summit to boost Arab 


unity would fait to tackle 
regional problems and called 
for a broader gathering in- 
cluding other Islamic coun- 
tries. 

The first Arab summit in 
six years' appears to be neces- 
sary in the face of threats 
posed by the Zionist reg- 
ime," Iranian state radio 
said. 

“But in limiting major 
issues in the Islamic World — 
like the Palestinian question 
— to Arab countries, it will 
not be effective in finding a 
solution for the region’s mac- 
ro problems,” it added. 

TTw Iran News, a pro- 
government English- 
language daily, urged the 
Arab League oh Saturday not 
to "raise issues of secondary 


importance” during the sum- 
mit and stick to (he "main 
issues such as Israel’s tough 
stand and the United States’ 
unjust support for Israel.” 

It also argued that a 
“broader-based summit/’ 
taking into account all Isla- 
mic countries, “would have a 
better impact in countering 
the potential Zionist danger 
which targets not just Arabs 
but the entire Muslim 
World." 

The summit and prospects 
of "Arab unity looks more 
like political posturing and 
cannot be a serious matter, 
given the age-old disputes be- 
tween Arab countries and 
differences over how to make 
peace with Israel,” it said. 


Christopher: U.S. policy must reflect Netanyahu's 


Washington r Agencies j— 
The U. S. strategy for peace 
in the Middle East may have 
to be adjusted to 
accommodate Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's views. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
said Friday. 

Still, he said, its basis 
remains Israel's trading 
occupied land for Arab 
recognition. 

"The goal won't change, 
but the route to those goals 
will have ro reflect his 
plans," Mr. Christopher said 
in an interview as he 
prepared for talks on Tuesday 
with Mr. Netanyahu. 

It will be their first face- 
to-face exchange since the 
tough-minded Likud leader 
narrowly defeated dovish 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres in a May 29 election. 
Mr. Netanyahu offered this 
week unconditional 

negotiations with the Arabs 
but also has declared he will 


neither relinquish the Golan 
Heights, a strategic border 
plateau, in exchange for a 
peace treaty with Syria nor 
agree to establishment of a 
.state for the Palestinians. 

Mr. Christopher, eager to 
"understand how he intends 
to approach the matter" of 
widening the circle of peace 
in the area, told the 
Associated Press: "Our policy 
of land- for- peace has not 
changed. 

But I want to give him a 
full opportunity to indicate 
what his approach is." 

Again, Mr. Christopher 
said the U.S. goal is to "find 
the most effective way to 
achieve the goals that we've 
established in the past/ 

The two-day trip, which 
includes a brief slop in Cairo 
for a meeting with President 
Hosni Mubarak, was arranged 
to set the stage for Mr. 
Netanyahu coming to the 
White House next month for 
talks with President Bill 


Clinton. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
hopes the Arab summit in 
Cairo will place no obstacles 
in the path of negotiations 
but said the United States has 
no assurances ahout the 
summit's outcome. 

"We hope they will not 
close doors, that they will 
not try to set 

preconditions," Mr. 
Christopher said. "But it’s a 
meeting that will have its 
own destiny." 

In any event, he said, 
declarations produced by 
summits do not achieve 
peace. "What achieves peace 
and agreements are hard 
negotiations." he said. "I 
think that's the mechanism 
for making progress toward 
the comprehensive peace that 
still is our goal." 

The State Department said 
Friday, the United States 
expects Mr. Netanyahu to 
keep the previous 
government's promise of a 


partial withdrawal from the 
West Bank city of Hebron. 

Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns recalled that 
Mr. Netanyahu "said 
yesterday that the Israeli 
government must fulfill its 
international agreements.'' 

"We assume it translates 
in a logical way to Hebron/ 
he added. Mr. Bums stressed 
that "the commitment on 
Hebron was made in the East 
Room of the White House" 
during the signing of the 
Uraeli-Palestiman accord 
extending Palestinian 
autonomv on Sept. 2S. 
1995. 

"Based on that important 
and positive statement (of 
Netanyahu), we believe that 
Israel should carry out. on 
Hebron and on other issues, 
its international 
commitments." he said. 

It was the first time since 
Mr. Netanyahu came to power 
that a U.S. official recalled 
publicly, and so pointedly, 


that the United Suies is the 
guarantor of the Middle East 
peace accords and it intends 
to have them respected. 

Mr. Burns. Iioweier, 
added that Israel's Arab 
partners also needed to 
uphold their commitments. 

Mr. Netanyahu said 
Thursday to delay any 
decision on the partial 
pullout from Hebron, which 
was seen by the Arab World 
as a lest of his willingness 
to seek peace. 

The mayor of Hebron said 
on Saturday that Israel's 
commitment to peace would 
be tested in the new hardline 
government’s willingness — 
or refusal — to withdraw as 
promised from the city. 

"A- withdrawal from 
Hebron is the test of the new 
government as to whether it 
wants peace or not/ Mr. 
Mustafa Naishe told Reuters. 

Mr. Naishe said he 
stressed this in a letter to the 
Arab summit in Cairo 
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Sharon breaks his silence Ca P ito1 Hill hosts Afghan hearings 
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TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Veteran Israeli right-wing 
hardliner Ariel Sharon 
broke a three-week silence 
late Friday to issue a sharp 
rebuke to new Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
who has not yet appointed 
Mr. Sharon to his cabinet 

‘T hope the promises 
given to the people by Mr. 
Netanyahu will be better 
kept than those I received," 
Mr. Sharon told Israeli 
television. 

Asked about Likud leader 
Netanyahu's ability to run 
the country. Mr. Sharon 
said: "I think he has the 
necessary abilities. He wall 
have the chance to prove 
it" 

Mr. Netanyahu offered a 
newly created infrastruc- 
ture ministry to Mr. Sharon 
late Tuesday in a bid to 
defuse a row threatening to 
plunge his new coalition 
government into crisis. 

The offer was made after 
David Levy backed down 
on an agreement to become 
Mr. Netanyahu’s foreign 
minister in protest at Mr. 
Sharon being denied a min- 
istry. 

Mr. Levy agreed to join 
the cabinet after saying he 
was happy with the com- 
promise deal suggested by 
Mr. Netanyahu, but Mr. 
Sharon has yet to accept 
the post. 

The former general heads 
the hardline wing of the 
Likud Party and played a 
key role in uniting the party 
behind Mr. Netanyahu for 
the election campaign, and 
in return expected a key 
ministerial portfolio. 


But he rejected his repu- 
tation as an extremist dur- 
ing the television inter- 
view on Friday: “I am not 
an extremist and I am 
even less of a rebel.'’ 

In the run-up to last 
month’s elections Mr. 
Sharon came out publicly 
against Israel respecting its 
commitment to hand most 
of the West Bank city of 
Hebron over to the Pales- 
tinians. 

But be said Friday it 
would be possible to find a 
compromise deal allowing 
Israel to “respect its 
international commitments 
as it should while at the 
same taking ensuring the 
security" of Jewish settlers 
in the town. Mr. Sharon 
said he would be bappy to 
serve in Mr. Netanyahu’s 
cabinet, as long as the job is 
right. 

“I am willing to serve in 
the government, but in a 
role in which my operation 
skills can be used, in which 
T can influence," Mr. 
Sharon said 

'’but I am not looking for 
a job for job's sake,” Mr. 
Sharon added. 

A senior member of the 
new prime minister's Likud 
Party, Mr. Sharon said he 
would otherwise serve out 
Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment as a regular member 
of the Knesset, Israel’s par- 
liament. 

Mr. Sharon said that Mr. 
Netanyahu had earlier 
promised him one of the 
top portfolios: defence, for- 
eign affairs, or finance, but 
gave them away after he 
was elected. 


Mr. Sharon, who had 
remained throughout the 
cabinet crisis at his farm in 
southern Israel, gave his 
first interviews Friday to 
both Israel Television and 
Channel Two. He said the 
new portfolio was an 
important job that he would 
accept, if the authorities in 
the ministry are complete. 

However, the ministry is a 
compilation of authorities 
— railroads, road construc- 
tion in the West Bank, 
authority over water, and 
the lands authority — cur- 
rently falling under the 
existing ministries, which 
Mr. Netanyahu would have 
to pry from other unwilling 
ministers in order to give to 
Mr. Sharon. 

“The problem is not at all 
mine.” Mr. Sharon told 
Channel Two. “It is the 
problem of the prime min- 
ister who offered me the 
job.” 

Mr. Sharon, who as min- 
ister of housing in the last 
Likud government, invest- 
ed hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in building up 
Jewish settlement in the 
West Bank, also said Fri- 
day be believed that Israel 
could honour its agreement 
with the Palestinians to 
redeploy troops in the West 
Bank city of Hebron. 

"In general one must 
honour agreements,'’ Mr. 
Sharon said "despite the 
difficulty, there is a solution 
to the problem which will 
allow the continuation of 
Jewish life in Hebron with 
security." 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Representatives of 

Afghanistan's major fac- 
tions will attend three days 
of hearings in Congress 
next week that are to focus 
on efforts to bring peace to 
the war-tom country. 

Organised by Republican 
Senator Hank Brown, the 
hearings beginning Tues- 
day will be attended by 
senior leaders of the Tal- 
iban militia, which swept 
across southern 

Afghanistan in late 1994 
and 1995 to reach Kabul’s 
doorsteps. 

A deputy foreign minister 
of the Kabul government, a 
spokesman for exiled King 
Mohammad Zaher Shah 
and- envoys from other fac- 
tions are also scheduled to 
attend, a spokesman for Mr. 
Brown said. 

“My hope is these meet- 


ings will help our under- 
standing of the situation in 
Afghanistan, as well as 
shed some tight on the 
appropriate role for the 
U.S.,’’ Mr. Brown said in a 
statement. 

Mr. Brown travelled to 
Afghanistan in April, 
becoming the first elected 
official to visit the country 
in 16 years. 

The Colorado senator has 
been lobbying for a larger 
peacemaking role for the 
United States in the conflict 
and the opening of a con- 
sulate in tne eastern town of 
Jalalabad. 

At the hearings, about 50 
witnesses are scheduled to 
speak including ambas- 
sadors of countries in the 
region and representatives 
of Afghan American associ- 
ations. 

Afghanistan has been tom 


by a civil war among rival 
clans since the April 1992 
collapse of the communist 
regime in Kabul. But there 
has been fighting in the 
country since the late 
1970s. 

The State Department has 
said it appreciates Mr. 
Brown’s initiative and has 
helped deliver invitations to 
exiled leaders in Pakistan 
and in far-flung comers of 
Afghanistan. 

But one official, speaking 
on condition he not be 
named, noted that the 
three-day affair was limited 
in scope and would not 
achieve much beyond “edu- 
cating" Congress. 

‘■This is not a peace con- 
ference. The factions will 
not be talking to each 
other. They will be talking 
to Congress,” he said. 


‘France had contacts with GIA’ 


PARIS (AFP) — More evi- 
dence emerged Saturday 
that France may have 
secretly tried to negotiate 
with a radical Algerian 
group which kidnapped and 
later murdered seven 
French monks. 

The French daily Libera- 
tion published a copy of a 
message addressed on 
April 30 by the French 
embassy in Algiers to Dja- 
raal Zitouni. the leader of 
the Islamic Armed Group 
(GIA). 

The text was handed over 
to an envoy whom Mr. 
Zitouni had sent to the 
embassy, and called on the 
GIA leader to “stay in 
touch.” 

The message said the 
French authorities “have 


received Abdullah your 
messenger who gave us 
your letter together with a 
cassette.” 

The cassette reportedly 
contained recor ding s of the 
voices of the seven txappist 
monks kidnapped on March 
27 by GIA militants from 
their monastery near 
Medea. 

Liberation said the mes- 
sage to Mr. Zitouni con- 
tained two telephone num- 
bers, one in France and the 
other an extension at the 
French embassy in Algiers 
and expressed the desire to 
“stay in touch with you.” 

The paper said the “the 
document bears both the 
stamp of the French 
embassy in Algeria and that 
of the GIA.” 


France has always main- 
tained that it was not 
involved in any negotia- 
tions with the group which 
kidnapped the monks, 
whose decapitated remains 
were found at the end of 
May. 

However, on May 24, the 
French government did 
admit having received 
“documents" from the GIA 
on April 30. 

On Friday evening, a 
French foreign mini stry 
spokesman said “France 
always stuck to its demand 
for an unconditional release 
of the monks” and be said 
the “only contact with any- 
one claiming to be an 
emissary of the GIA was on 
April 30.” 


Greece ’s ruling socialists to decide on who runs party 


ATHENS (R) — 

Greece's fractious ruling 
socialists meet next week 
to decide who is in charge 
now that iroh-fisted party 
founder Andreas Papan- 
dreou is confined to his 
home after a long illness. 

The fight for control of 
the Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement (PASOK) has 
Mr. Papandreou’s lieu- 
tenants at each others 
throats and raised con- 
cerns about whether the 
party can hold together. 

Mr. Papandreou, 77. was 
a master at playing off 
rival factions and keeping 
challengers to his rule at 
bay. but in his absence 
deep animosities have 
boiled over. 

“These internal clashes 
resemble rear-guard bat- 
tles" said Environment 
and Public Works Minister 
Costas Laliotis recently. 

“Any victories will be 
pyrrhic victories. The 
“victors' and “van- 
quished" will simply 
reflect a weakened. 


dulled, exhausted 

PASOK, counting its 
days until it loses the war 
(elections).” 

Mr. Laliotis, a young 
and rising PASOK star, 
has been eying to mediate 
between the protagonists 
before the fourth congress 
in PASOK’s 22-year histo- 
ry, set for June 27 to 30. 

But as the day approach- 
es for more than 4,000 
delegates to meet at 
Athens Olympic Stadium, 
the infighting has intensi- 
fied and battle lines have 
become more pronounced. 

Pro-European reformers, 
who want PASOK to set a 
new course, are pitted 
against those who are 
loyal to Mr. Papandreou’s 
populism — which often 
led to anti-American, anti- 
NATO and anti-European 
stands. 

Ironically, Costas Simi- 
tis, a bland technocrat who 
opposed Mr. Papandreou's 
policies and leadership for 
years, won the first round 
in the fight for PASOK by 


succeeding Mr. Papan- 
dreou as premier in Janu- 
ary. 

With Mr. Papandreou 
confined to hospital with 
pneiimoniaSPASOK’s par- 
liamentary group voted 
narrowly for Mr. Siraitis 
to take over as prime min- 
ister until scheduled elec- 
tions due late next year. 

But Mr. Papandreou 
refused to relinquish his 
position as PASOK presi- 
dent, meaning the party 
machine remains in his 
hands and if PASOK wins 
the election, he would 
receive the mandate to 
form a government 

That is a disquieting 
thought for Mr. Simitis, 
especially since Mr. 
Papandreou has begun 
appearing in carefully 
staged television scenes 
— so far only seen and not 
heard. 

The question gripping 
PASOK is whether Mr. 
Papandreou. confined to 
hospital or home since 
November, will appear at 


the congress — perhaps 
on video — and in a char- 
acteristic surprise throw 
his support to one friction. 

“If Papandreou is capa : 
ble of such -a • move, he’ 
could name his own 
deputy PASOK leader. 
The congress would never 
deny him this. But no one 
knows whether he is phys- 
ically or mentally capable 
of such a move," said one 
European Union diplomat 

Mr. Siraitis. 59, has 
turned the congress into 
an all-or-nothing gamble 
by saying he wants a clear 
answer to who runs 
PASOK and dropping 
veiled threats to force 
early elections by resign- 
ing if he fails to win both 
the government and parly 
machine. 

The prize he wants is the 
new post of deputy 
PASOK leader, which will 
oversee day-to-day organ- 
isation and prepare the 
next general election. This 
would give Mr. Simitis a 
lock on PASOK power. 


The central committee 
created the new post to 
ensure a calm transition to 
the- post-Papandreou era. 
but it has become a poi- 
soned chalice — which 
threatens to destroy the 
party. 

“The feeling is that Mr. 
Siraitis is making the run- 
ning right now and will 
come out of the congress 
stronger, although perhaps 
not as strong as he would 
like. Mr. Papandreou is the 
wild card but he is also a 
spent force,” said another 
EU diplomat. 

Mr. Simitis’s main rival 
is Mr. Papandreou's close 
confidant, Akis Tsohar- 
zojpoulos, who is deter- 
mined to get his share of 
power and has suggested a 
collective PASOK leader- 
ship. He has declared he 
will stand for deputy party 
leader at the congress. 

Mr. Papandreou’s shad- 
ow for years, Mr. Tsohat- 
zopoulos has come out 
into the open recently to 
attack Mr. Simitis and 


some of his closest 
political supporters in 
PASOK. 

“I disagree with the 
efforn of Mr. Simitis to 
gather all power into his : 
own hands,” he said in a 
recent interview. “There 
are many in PASOK today 
who don’t want to hear 
about Mr. Siraitis.” 

Mr. Tsohatzopoulos. 57, 
came surprisingly close to 
Mr. Simitis in the S7-75 
vote in January to replace 
Mr. Papandreou as pre- 
mier. 

He stressed that Mr. 
Simitis had proved to be a 
good “factional leader,” 
promoting his own people, 
but failed as a unifying 
PASOK party leader. 

That kind of talk, along 
with the branding of Mr. 
Simitis’s foreign minister, 
Theodore Pangalos, as 
“dangerous," has set the 
stage for some PASOK 
bloodletting at tbe con- 
gress. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt mum on missile investigations 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt* hosting an Arab summit, refused 
on^arartay to comment on Amencanchm^ it 
have bought Scud missiles materials from i North 1 
“This is a briefing to discuss the agenda of the 
summit! and I will not talk about this,’ Foreign Mim^ 
Amr Musa told a news conference after talks hegafe 
between the representatives of 21 Arabcountnes. _ 

United States said on Friday it was 
that Seoul supplied Egypt with the missiles. But ot 
U.s. officials said the intelligence community is divu 
over what exactly may have taken place. 

Iranian exiles stage rally 

LONDON (AFP) — Several thousand people attends* 
a rally here Friday to hear a leader of Iran s mam exiled- 
opposirion group call for a "united antj-fundamentalg 
fronT against the Tehran regune.The speech by; 
Maryam Rajavi. president-elect of the Paris-based 
National Council of Resistance, focused on the misog- 
ynous character of the (Tehran) mullahs and their mhu = 
man pressures on Iranian women". Ms. Rajavi called on 
Iranian women to “take the initiative in forming a unit- 
ed front against fundamentalism.” The celebrated Iran- j 
ian singer, Marzieh, performed ait the rally, which the. 
organisers said was attended by 25,000 people. 

Saudis donate $10 m to Palestinians 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia has donated S10 million foil 
development projects for Palestinians in the West Bank; 
and Gaza Strip, the official Saudi Press Agency said. .It-- 
said the donation agreement was signed in Vienna on- 
Friday with the United Nations Relief and Works- 
Agency (UNRWA) for Palestinian refugees. Saudi An£ 
bia in 1995 put up $7.5 million to help pay the salaries 
of the Palestinian police in Gaza and Jericho. The year, 
before it supplied $20 million to UNRWA’S programme 
to help finance the Palestinian National Authority in the- 
West Bank and Gaza. The donations are part of Saudi 
pledges to give Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza 
$100 million to help them set up their self-rule authori- 
ty- 

12,000 bottles of alcohol seized in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Police in north-west Iran seized. 
12,000 bottles of alcoholic drinks smuggled into the.' 
country hidden in five trailer trucks, newspapers reports 
ed Saturday. The papers did not mention the country q£ 
origin, but the drinks had apparently been brought into: 
Iran from neighbouring Turkey. They were discovered 
during a search of cargo entering the country. The cotf£ 
sumption and manufacture of alcohol is banned in Iran, 
an Islamic state since the 1979 revolution. 

Cyprus protests airspace violation 

NICOSIA (AP) — Turkish warplanes buzzed Cyprus4s 
repeated low runs Friday, heightening tension that 
gripped the war-divided island since Turkey began a 
major military exercise off its^ffast. The Grepk'Cyjind£ 
'government said it was protesting to the United Nations^ 
the repealed violations of Cypppt airspace by Turk&ti , 
fighter jets. An official announcement said two F-16 
warplanes flew over the Greek Cypriot sector of Nicosia, 
the island’s divided capital Friday. They made at least 
three low passes in the morning. The overflights, the. 
third this week, also drew a formal complaint to Ankara 
from the command of the U.N. Force in Cyprus. 

Judge dismisses case against film 

CAIRO (AP) — A judge Saturday dismissed a case by 
Muslim fundamentalist lawyers who were demanding 
$300,000 and the banning of a film which they alleged 
ridiculed Islam. Judge Amwail Samuel of the north 
Cairo claims court threw out the case at the first session. 
He cited a law passed by parliament last month which 
blocks people from filing court cases who are not per- 
sonally affected by the situation involved “These 
lawyers have no personal stake in this case.” Mr. Samuel 
said. "The law has given freedom to thought and art.” 
The new law is aimed at stopping Muslim lawyers who 
have been attacking films and books on the theory that 
any Muslim can file suit if he feels Islam is being insult- 
ed Secular intellectuals accused the Muslim activists of 
trying to muzzle free thought Youssef A] Badry, a for- 
mer member of parliament and four other lawyers 
demanded the film "the Birds of Darkness" be banned 
and wanted $300,000 as compensation. 


Mu-' 1 "" 

jni^li- * 
hid' 1 ' 
i-ni.ii • 


TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

! 15:05 -Cartoon — The Mask 

1 15:30 Mac and Mutley 

j 16:00 .The Nature of Thing 

! 17:02 Ordy 

: 17:15........... La Vic Devant Moi 

1 17 JO — ..Que Le Meilleur 

18:00 Envoye Special 

: 19:00 Le Journal 

' 19:15 - Sports et Musique 

! 19:30 —News Headlines 

' 19:35 Cinema, Cinema 

! 20:00 American Chart Show 

' 20:45... ..French Prince of Bel-Air 

I 21:10 Black's Magic 

j 22:00 News in English 

I 22125- Counterstrike 

I 23:15 Short Story Cinema 

1 23:50 -Nelson’s Column 


03:51 Fajr 

05:26 — -..(Sunrise) Duha 

12:37 Dhuhr 

j 16:18 ‘Asr 

) 19:47 Maghreb 

! 21:24 ‘Isha 


j st Mary at Nazareth Chun* 
! Swcifieh, Tel. 810740 
j Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anuumcatioa 




Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Chun* TeL 661757. 
Terra Sanda ChurfiTeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
Tbe Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 
Temperatures are expected to rise 
slightly becoming above average 
with winds northwesterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, it will relatively hot 
winds northerly moderate ro 
active, and seas calm. 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley. 


16/35 

.23/38 


Amman — 
Aqaba— 


Min JMax. temp. 

18/32 

24/38 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 35 Humidity 
readings: Amman 29 per cent 
Aqaba 32 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Walid A1 Masri 675485 

Dr. Khalil Abdo 732920 

Dc Jum'a Abu Dhiab 758848 

Dr. Yousef Rashed —89630 1 

Rras pharmacy — 661912 

Fferdows pharmacy 77S336 

A1 A.sema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 

A1 Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

BREED: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh 250080 

A1 Quds pharmacy (— 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Nabil A1 Safarini 901322 

Kbalifeh pharmacy -985417 


Food Control Centre— 6371 1 1 

Qv2I>dferttDepamriea — 661111 


Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Ftolioe — 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. .775121 

Highway police 843402 

Traffic Police— „896390 

Public Security Dept. 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

vena & Sewerage Gonphoxs -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis — 623101 

AbdaliTel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority - 6S0I00 

J. Electricity Authority —.815615 

Electric Power Co .636381 

RJ Flight Information ..0S-53200 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 . 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre —813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity,...— 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 64244 1 12 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani >607071 

Shmeisani Hospiial ..... 669131 


University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital — 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali .—666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreea —777101/3 

AJ -Bashir- .775111/26 

Army. Marita 89 1611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Amal- Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zatqa Govl Hospital 

<09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)986732 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

—(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 


v> MMgg 


(08)53200-5, where it should 

always be verified. Information on Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

other flights can be supplied on (Mfc50 Aqaba (RW) 

phone 08 (52700) 19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:10 .Bangkok, Muscat (RJ) 

09-JO Jeddah (RJ) 

10:05 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:10 — .Dubai. Abu Dubai (RJ) 

1(H50 .Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:30 .Lamaca. Beirut (RJ) 

16:55 . Amsterdam, Brussels (RJ) 

18:45 Doha(RJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

19:00 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

19:25 Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

35h30 Paris Athena RJ) 

19:45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

2030 Tunis (RJ) 

21:25 — Rome(RJ) 

21:45 —...Vienna (RJ) 

22 30 -Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 
0239 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

11 HW Sanaa OY) 

12:00 JDoha(Q7) 

13:40 — Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Moscow (Sin 

16:30 .Dubai (EK) 

20i35 Cairo (MS) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:15 London, Beirut (BA) 

23120 Istanbul (TK) 

23:30 Athens (QA) 

01:20 — Amsterdam, Bonn (KL) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Wt30 .. .Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:00 Beirut. Vienna (RJ) 

12:00 Athens. Rome (RJ) 

12:10 Tunis (Rj) 

12:30 -Doha(RJ) 

12J0 Amsterdam, New York 

(RJ) 

13:00 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

21:45 .New Delhi, 

Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

22:50 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:50 New Delhi (RJ) 

22:50 — . — Bangkok (RJ) 

23:00 Cairo (RJ) 

23:00 — Damascus (RJ) 

23:10 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
23:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:40 London (KJ) 

09:15 Beirut, London (BA) 

11:05 New Castle (CKl 

12:00 Sanaa (TY) 

“25— — Doha(GFi 

ao:U 5 — — .Moscow (SU) 

-Cairo (MS) 

U2-.30 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

w :00 — Istanbul(TK) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights I 

10:00 Amman [ 

(arriving at Marka Airport from! 
QAIAjfRW) ; 

20 JO Aqaba (RW) f 


Dqx Aim™ — &00 am emy Monday ■’.[ 
Arc Damascus — 5:00 pm every Monty i 
Dep. Damascus — 7:30 am. evwy Smty |. 
Ail Amman SflO pm every Sunty 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apricot 70G/3QQ - 

Apple .700/500 ^ 

Banana 600/600 ' 

Banana (Mukammar) 52G/52GT 

Banana (imported) 780/550]- 

Cabbage ...' 7Q/50.;[ 

Cara 150/901 

Cauliflower. 280/17(rc 

Cucumber (large) „ 90 / 6 (H- 

Cucumber (small) 140/9% 

Eggplant 2OOA40J ' 

Garlic 650M0Q1. 

Drawn 77Q/5Q&| 

Marrow (large) 150/100} 

Marrow (small) 220/1504 - 

Mulukhiah ] 50/90}', 

Onion (dry) 13Q/SQ4 _ 

Okra - 950/60p/ ■ 

Orange -,..-40Q/3()6ft 

Peach 

Pepper (hot) IjM®- 

Pepper (sweet) ... 38Q/3G0f‘ 

Potato yw iffla: 

String Bean 5000#! 

Sweet mdon .360/2401 

T °mato MVm 
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REGENT HEADS 
CABINET SESSION: 
His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad, the 
Regent, Saturday pre- 
sides over part of the 
Cabinet session at the 
Prime Ministry. The 
Regent was received by 
acting Prime Minister, 
Minister of Higher Edu- 
cation Abdullah Ensour 
(Petra photo) 
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Auditors tackle public spending issues 

Minister tours road works in Irbid governorate 
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H^MMAN (Petra) — Finan- 
cial and audit control on 
public works in the Arab 
region was the theme of a 
two-day meeting which 
opened Saturday in Amman 
by the Arab Financial and 
Audit Control Group in 
cooperation with the Audit 
Bureau and the Austrian 
Audit Bureau. 

Addressing the meeting, 
Audit Bureau chief Abed 
Kharabsbeh said control on 
public works projects was 
highly important because it 
entails controlling public 
spending on Ministry of 
Public Works projects 
including the construction 


of roads, canals, railways 
and public buildings. 

He said delegates will dis- 
cuss legislation and regula- 
tions governing the imple- 
mentation of public works 
schemes, the execution of 
these projects and financial 
control on them. 

An Austrian delegate out- 
lined his country's experi- 
ment in controlling spend- 
ing on public works, and 
obstacles impeding finan- 
cial monitoring and com- 
pared case studies in Aus- 
tria with similar ones in the 
Arab World. 

Hani Mis mar from the 
Audit Bureau presented a 


working paper reviewing 
various issues connected 
with the implementation of 
public works projects in 
Jordan, government tenders 
and violations committed in 
this respect. 

Delegates from various 
Arab governments audit 
and control institutions are 
taking pan in the meeting. 

Meanwhile, Minister of 
Public Works Abdul Hadi 
MajaJi Saturday made 
inspection tours of road 
works in the Taybeh and 
Kufr Assad districts in Irbid 
Governorate and 

announced that the ministry 
plans to reorganise the 


work of its various depart- 
ments and offices in the 
govcmorates with a view to 
promoting their services 

He said the government is 
concerning itself with 
asphalting roads and con- 
structing bridges and cul- 
verts in the rural areas of 
the country so that fanners 
will be better able to trans- 
port their products to the 
main markets of the cities. 

Mr. Majali met Irbid Gov- 
ernor Qafian Majali in Ibrid 
and reviewed the condition 
of agricultural roads in the 
northern regions. 


‘Solidarity group’ returns from Baghdad, 
describing trip as ‘very successful’ 


By Mervat Suwadeh 

Special w ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A visit by a 
public interest delegation to 
Baghdad last week “to reaf- 
firm solidarity with the 
Iraqi people and restore 
relations with Iraq, 1 " was 
“very successful." delega- 
tion members said Satur- 
day. 

House Deputy Khalil 
Haddadin, who was among 
four deputies making the 
trip, said the SQ-member 
delegation was met at the 

border by Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan. 

He said the Jordanian 
team later held talks with 
several senior Iraqi officials 
and parliament members. 

“We were received with a 
very warm welcome by 
Iraqi officials.** Mr. Had- 


dadin said. “The Iraqis 
expressed their deep appre- 
ciation of the Jordanian 
public support for the past 
six years," he told the Jor- 
dan Times following his 
return to Amman on Friday. 

Mr. Haddadin said the 
delegation, the second such 
team to visit Iraq since the 
beginning of the year, also 
visited 30 Jordanian prison- 
ers held in Iraqi jails. 

“There were only 30 pris- 
oners in the Iraqi jails. 
None of them was held lor 
political reasons, and they 
all receive very good treat- 
meni in the prison.*' Mr. 
Haddadin maintained. 

The visiting delegation 
also included representa- 
tives from 17 political par- 
ties. unionists from i he 
engineers, lawyers, doctors 
and writers associations, 
and members of the Jordan- 


ian Women's Union, the 
Arab Human Rights Organ- 
isation and the Federation 
of Arab Doctors. 

Mr. Haddadin and other 
delegation members assert- 
ed that there were “no signs 
of tension "on the Iraqi side 
towards Jordan which, he 
iidird, Iraqis still “perceive 
as an ally." 

’I can safely say that 
there are no hard feelings 
towards the Jordanian gov- 
ernment or people." said 
Wahd Manqu who repre- 
sented the Dentists Associ- 
ation in the delegation. 

"On the contrary, Iraqis 
still view Jordan as their 
ally and they believe any 
differences between our 
countries are temporary.** 
Dr Muraqa told the Jordan 
Times. 

Relations between the 
allies. Jordan and Iraq 


began to sour in August last 
year when Jordan granted 
asylum to Huswin Kamel. 
Saddatn HusseinA son-in- 
law who delected to the 
Kingdom and vowed to 
topple the Iraqi regime. 

Tnis coupled with Jor- 
dan’s increasing criticism 
of the policies >•( S uldam 
Hussein triggering a deep 
rill between the live coun- 
tries. 10 the dismay »■{ main 
Jordanians who ti:!!y sup- 
ported Iraq Junng the 
Gulf crisis. 

The government declined 
com me m on the vi.it of 'the 
delegation last week, but its 
declared stand on such 
issues is th.li the delegation 

only represents ihe \ lew s ot 
its members, not otficiui 

policy, am! that the govern- 
ment J.«e\ not mteiieie 
with ihe positions oi politi- 
cal parties m the Kingdom 


LOOKING AT THE 
REVOLT: His Royal 
Highness Prince 

Mohammad, the 
Regent, Saturday pre- 
sides over a seminar 
entitled: “The 80th 

Anniversary of the 
Great Arab Revolt,” 
held at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre and 
organised by the Min- 
istry' of Culture and A1 
Urdun Al Jadid Centre 
(Petra photo) 
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Jordanian relief aid 

i 

arrives in Yemen 


SANAA (Petra) — Yemeni 
Undersecretary of the 
Minstry of Health Abdul 
Kariip Iqneid Saturday said 
tbdar ;tfae' floods which Wt- 1 
YetHen'.l^ , ‘v ! reek caifi^d^' 
extensive damage estii&h^ ~* 
ed ai $L2 billion and result- 
ed m the displacement of 
hundreds of families whose 
homes were washed away 
or destroyed by the heavy 
rainstorms. 

Speaking upon receiving 
a plane-load of relief sup- 
plies from Jordan including 
tents, blankets, food and 
medicines, JDr. Juneid said 
the Jordanian military 
W plane was the first to haul 
relief aid to his country, a 
clear gesture, he said, of the 
brotherly ties between the 
Jordanian and Yemeni peo- 
ples. 

The relief supplies, esti- 
mated at 18.5 tonnes were 
collected by the Hashemite 


Charity Organisation 
(HCO) from the Ministry 
of Health and severai pri- 
ftaie organisations and 
companies in . Jordan,, 
according to HCO Secre- 
tary General Abdul Salam 
Abbadi. 

Dr. Juneid voiced 
Yemen’s deep appreciation 
of Jordan’s assitance and 
said that the Yemeni gov- 
ernment has declared the 
stricken parts of the coun- 
try as disaster areas and has 
appealed for help from the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) and 
international agencies. 

Fayez Rabie, Jordan’s 
ambassador to Yemen, was 
at the aijport in Sanaa to 
witness the arrival of the 
shipment and to deliver it to 
the Yemeni authorities. 



2 local firms win 
JD2.5m tender 


Workers Friday unload medical supplies and other relief aid from a Jordanian military transport plane in Sanna 
(Petra photo) 


Cairo meeting checks escalation 


(Continued from page J) 
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The prime minister stres- 
sed that “Jordan has been the 
first, country to seek Arab 
reconciliation based on con- 
structive dialogue but we 
would not be lenient in mat- 
ters pertaining to national 
and pan-Arab security." 

King Hussein said that he 
was deeply satisfied with the 
outcome of the meeting with 
President Assad. 

*‘I have said that on the 
personal level President 
Assad is. a dear brother and 
old friend and colleague in 
|\{ f iTilJJ* the different stages of the 
> ' ' ,l common struggle," said King 
Hussein in a press statement 
after the meeting, which was 
described by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, as hav- 
ing been held in an atmos- 
phere of frankness and keen- 
ness to end differences be- 
tween the two countries. 

“In my meetings with my 
brothers I suggested that Jor- 
dan and Syria be allowed the 
chance to discuss in detail a 
host of issues because we 
cannot claim to have turned a 
new page in our relations 
without discussing important 
issues, and this was also the 
view of President Assad,” 
added King Hussein. 

“We had a good start and I 
believe that we have covered 
some ground and I hope that 
there will . be other meet- 
ings.’-. King 'Hussein said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said that the two 
leaders had a very good 
meeting where they discussed 
the peace process, the gener- 
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al situation in the region. He 
described the meeting as one 
of the most important de- 
velopments of the current 
summit. 

“The two leaders’ meeting 
is considered as an important 
step towards reuniting the 
Arab ranks and towards 
frank discussions of dis- 
putes," added Mr. Musa. 

President Assad described 
his meeting with King Hus- 
sein as “good" in response to 
a question by a Jordanian 
journalist following the meet- 
ing which was held at the 
Meridian Hotel. But Mr. 
Assad declined to give furth- 
er details about the meeting. 

Mr. Kabariti expressed re- 
servations about Syria’s rela- 
tions with "Iran which occu- 
pies Arab lands" and Damas- 
cus' position towards” Tur- 
key--. the Sunni state which 
stood by the Arabs in the 
second Gulf war.” 

Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
opposes “creating unneces- 
sary hostilities" with Turkey 
because of its military accord 
with Israel, pointing out that, 
the U.S. -Israeli strategic 
alliance” had not stopped 
Syria from seeking good rela- 
tions with the United States. 

Mr. Kabariti demanded 
that "Syria support Jordan's 
national interests on the same 
basis as we are ready to back 
Syria in restoring its occupied 
lands.” 

The Jordanian information 
minisrer. Marwan Muasher 
said the meeting between the 


two leaders was “very posi- 
tive" and augured well for a 
“new beginning." 

“The meeting went very 
well. Problems between Syria 
and Jordan were narrowed,” 
Dr. Muasher said. Earlier he 
said King Hussein would be 
"very frank and open.” 

“The Egyptian president 
sat in on the meeting for 15 
minutes and then left to allow 
the Syrian and Jordanian 
leaders to speak privately," 
Dr. Muasher said. 

It was the first time the two 
leaders had met since May 
1994, five months before Jor- 
dan and Israel signed a peace 
treaty, which drew sharp cri- 
ticism from Syria. 

Dr. Muasher said the 
Saturday’s meeting was "a 
ground for a new beginning." 

“Jordan and Syria agree on 
the need to resume the Arab- 
Israeli peace process on the 
basis of the (1991) Madrid 
conference," he said. 

"The objective is the same: 
progress on all tracks in order 
to reach global peace,” he 
added. 

Jordan "backs the Syrian 
demand for a full Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights" as well as full 
Lebanese sovereignty on all 
its territory. Dr. Muasher 
added. 

Israel's new Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, whose 
election on a hardline plat- 
form alarmed Arab capitals, 
had given Jordan "assurances 
they are committed to push 
the peace process forward," 
he said. 


“We are more concerned 
with action than words." Dr. 
Muasher added, ruling out a 
slow-down or any change in 
the peace process. 

Jordanian officials quoted 
by the AFP said King Hus- 
sein presented Mr. Assad 
with a file detailing "56 ter- 
rorist operations organised 
by groups who infiltrated 
(Jordan) from Syria." 

The attacks were aborted 
but earlier this month the 
King accused Syria of har- 
bouring groups opposed to 
the peace process who seek 
to destabilise his country. 

King Hussein said rhese 
attempts were launched soon 
after Jordan signed the peace 
freaty with Israel. 

Mr. Kabariti said mean- 
while, the Cairo summit will 
condemn “terrorism in all its 
forms and will denounce ail 
acts of sabotage and anarchy 
which aim at harming other 
countries' stability and secur- 


ity." 

In Mr. Kabariti’s views. 
"President Mubarak has 
played a major role in hand- 
ling the summit and ensuring 
that its deliberations do not 
go beyond its defined and 
logical objectives." He said 
the summit meeting “will end 
on a positive note" with re- 
gard to the peace process and 
inter-Arab relations. 

He said a final communi- 
que regarding Iranian threats 
to Bahrain and the Turkish- 
Syrian dispute "was still 
being drafted." 

The Arab foreign ministers 
Saturday evening held a 
meeting to reach agreement 
on the final wordings of the 
summit communique. 

Information Minister 
Muasher described the out- 
come of the first day of the 
summit as good. 

“We are very satisfied with 
the results of the meetings. 
Jordanian position enjoys the 


support of most of the Arab 
countries," said the minister 
adding the side meetings had 
been very positive. 

The minister referred to 
the question of terrorism and 
said: "Terrorism was not put 
forth by Jordan for discussion 
but it was an Arab proposal. 

“The morning session saw 
discussions showing Arab 
backing for Jordan's views, 
especially Bahrain and Alger- 
ia which raised the question 
of terrorism.” 

“This meeting is a good 
start for rebuilding Arab soli- 
darity and of course, we can- 
not imagine that ail problems 
can be resolved in days. 
There are serious efforts for 
reconciliation." he said. 

He expressed the view that 
the summit's communique 
will reflect Jordan's position 
which demands the continua- 
tion of the peace process to 
reach a comprehensive settle- 
ment. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two 
local firms have won a 
JD2.5 million tender to 
bring electricity to 106 vil- 
lages in the Amman, Balqa. 
Zarqa and Madaba gover- 
norates as pan of the sec- 
ond phase of the niral elec- 
trification project in the 
country. 

In announcing the tender 
winners Saturday, Minister 
of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hashem Dabbas 
said the project will be 
financed from a fund espe- 
cially created in 1992 to col- 
lect one fils for every kilo- 
watt of electrical energy 
consumed by households 
and businesses in the coun- 
try. 

The project entails pro- 
viding electric power to vil- 
lages and settlements com- 
prising at least 20 homes. 
It is expected to be com- 
pleted in 10 months, in 
accordance with the terms 
of the agreements, the min- 
ister said. 

According to Dr. Dabbas, 
the second stage, which 


started a tew months ago. 
began work to provide 
electricity to villages and 
settlements in northern and 
southern regions of die 
country. He said the work 
was being' conducted in a 
cooperative effort between 
the Jordan Electricity 
Authority iJE.-M and the 
Irbid District Electricity 
Comp;iny. Dr. Dabbas 
added that this part of the 
second phase of the project 
would be completed by the 
first quarter of 1997. 

The JEA, he said, had last 
year completed the first 
phase of the electrification 
project covering 388 t il- 
lages and settlements at ;tn 
overall cost of JD 23 mil- 
lion. "Die financing, he 
added, came from the same 
fund. 

Dr. Dabbas said that in 
the second quarter of 1997 
the JEA will arrange to pro- 
vide electricity to all settle- 
ments and villages com- 
prising 10 to 20 homes after 
securing the necessary 
funds for the scheme 


EU urges 

(Continued from page I) 

initiated the landmark Oslo 
peace accords between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and sup- 
ported trading land for 
peace. 

However, diplomats said 
the EU leaders believed that 
while being firm on the prin- 
ciples for peace, it was impor- 
tant to give Mr. Netanyahu a 
fair chance. 

A minister in Mr. Netany- 
ahu’s new government de- 
nied Saturday that the new 
Israeli regime was compliant 
to territorial compromise on 
the Golan Heights. 

“I don’t think we must 


compromise or have with 

what to compromise on the 
Golan Heights," Refael 
Eitan, the new right-wing 
agriculture and environment 
minister said on Israel Radio. 
“The government has stated 
th3t the Golan Heights is 
vital to our interests and we 
will not go down from the 
Golan Heights.” 

Mr. Eitan's comments fol- 
lowed on the heels of the 
appeasing message late Fri- 
day by Mr. Levy. 

The conflicting statements 
indicated the opposing forces 
that comprise Mr. Netany- 
ahu's new government, and 
that apparently only com- 
ments by the prime minister 
himself could be seen as fully 
representative of government 


policy. Officials in Mr. 
Netanyahu's government 
have said that no official re- 
sponse to the summit would 
be made until the talks in 
Cairo had concluded. 

Mr. Levy said in a televised 
interview Friday that if both 
Israel and Syria are in- 
terested in peace, “then they 
will speak and they will meet 
in the middle." 

Mr. Netanyahu said during 
his campaign that he would 
not consider returning any of 
the Golan to Syria, a demand 
by Damascus for continuing 
negotiations with Israel. The 
importance of the Golan for- 
Israel's strategic interests was 
stressed in the policy guide- 
lines issued by the new gov- 
ernment. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

* Documentary' fihrt entitled -‘Jamal Abdul Nass- 
er” at Abdul Ha meed Shoman Foundation. 
Jabal Amman at 8:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Display of hand-made carpets by Egyptian 
crafts person and artist Mas’ad Basha at Alia Art 
Gallery, Jabal Amman (Tel. 639303) until June 
27. 

* Abstract (plastic art by Arab women artists at 
Batadna Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 
687598). until July 4. ‘ 

* Fine arts exhibition entitled “What About Fig- 
ures” by Noelle Shawa at Concept for Consul- 
tancy Quarters (Tel. 815-3841, until June 3ft. 

* Works by contemporary Arab artists at Durat 
Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until June 30. 

* Photography exhibit by American photogra- 
pher George Vass entitled “Passage Across the 
Jordan** at the American Centre, until June 23. 

* Works by Rafic Majzoub at the French Cul- 
tural Centre, until June 27. 

* Works by Ahmad Nawash at the Jordan Plas- 
tic Arts Association, Jabal Weibdeh. until June 
29 (Tel, 623297). 
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‘If Chechens want independence, 
they should have it’ — Lebed 


Jordan Times, Sunday, June 23, 1996 


BONN (AFP) — Alexander Lebed, 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s new 
national security adviser, said in an 
interview published here that he 
favoured self-determination and a ref- 
erendum for the breakaway Republic 
of Chechenya. 

"If the (Chechen) people want inde- 
pendence. they should have it,” Gen. 
Lebed told the German weekly Der 
Spiegel in its edition to be published 
Monday. 

Gen. Lebed, who finished third in 
Russia's presidential election First 
round poll last Sunday and whose sup- 
porters are being assiduously courted 
by Mr. Yeltsin and his Communist 
rival Gennady Zyuganov, said he was 
confident the IS-month-old conflict in 
Chechenya could be brought to a rapid 
conclusion. 

The men responsible for the war 
were to be found in Moscow, he said. 
"We still need clarification on this,” he 
said. 

The Russian news agency Interfax 
said Saturday that Gen. Lebed may 
visit Chechenya Monday. Citing a mil- 
itary source, the agency said he would 
then hold talks with the pro-Russian 
Chechen leadership and federal mili- 
tary command on implementation of a 
peace accords reached between 
Moscow and the Chechen rebels last 
month. 

He could also join tne next round of 
full-scale talks between federal nego- 


tiators and Chechen separatist leaders 
if they go ahead, the official added. 

After his appointment as Russia’s 
senior security official immediately 
after the first round of presidential 
polling. Gen. Lebed said he would be 
taking personal charge of the 
Chechenya issue. 

He told Der Spiegel that Moscow 
could start "making Chechenya inde- 
pendent of the Russian state in bud- 
getary terms” — a stark contrast with 
his proposal during the election cam- 
paign to close off Chechenya’s fron- 
tiers and cut off all financial assis- 
tance. 

Gen. Lebed said he was open to the 
idea of Communist participation in a 
coalition government, despite the 
’‘immense suffering" communism had 
caused the Russian people. He said be 
saw his present position as a transi- 
tional stage and said his immediate 
concern was to establish "order in the 
country and security for all citizens.” 

Asked whether he could see himself 
as Russian president by the year 2000, 
when presidential elections would 
again fall due, Gen. Lebed — seen by 
some commentators as being prepared 
to succeed Mr. Yeltsin should the 
incumbent gain reelection — replied: 
"Maybe even sooner." 

Meanwhile five Russian soldiers 
died and three were injured when their 
armoured vehicle hit a mine in the 
Chechen capital Grozny, the coraman- 


Whitewater prosecutor to investigate 
White House obtaining of FBI files 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Whitewater 
special prosecutor Friday won approval to 
investigate whether criminal laws had been 
broken in the Clinton White House's ob- 
taining of confidential FBI files on promi- 
nent Republicans and others. 

A U.S. Court of Appeals ordered White- 
water independent counsel Kenneth Starr to 
expand his already wide-ranging probe to 
the politically sensitive case on whether the 
White House improperly requested and 
received hundreds of FBI files. 

The court told Mr. Starr to focus on any 
violation of federal criminal law by An- 
thony Marceca, a U.S. army investigator 
who worked at the White House from 
August 1993 through February 1994 and 
originally -asked for the FBI background 
files. 

It said MrrSrarr should determine whether 
Mr. Marceca, a temporary White House 
employee accused of submitting inaccurate 
request forms for the FBI files, committed a 
knowing and wilful false statement. 

Mr. Starr also received the power to 
investigate whether any other person en- 
gaged in an unlawful conspiracy, aided in 
any federal offence, obstructed justice or 
made false testimony or statements in con- 
nection with the controversy. 

The Appeals Court said Mr. Starr can seek 
indictments and prosecute cases if appropri- 
ate. 

At issue is whether the White House 
improperly sought and obtained sensitive 
FBI files on more than 400 people, includ- 
ing Republicans such as former Secretary 
of State James Baker and Reagan White 
House aide Kenneth Duberstein. 


The special three-judge panel of the 
Appeals Court, which has authority over all 
special prosecutor cases, acted a day after 
Attorney General Janet Reno recommended 
that Mr. Starr take over the investigation 
from the FBI. 

Ms. Reno cited a "political conflict of 
interest” with the FBI conducting an inves- 
tigation of a matter in which it had been 
involved. 

Ms. Reno said Mr. Marceca, who worked 
in the White House Office of Personnel 
Security, requested the FBI files, asserting 
the information was needed because the 
individuals required access to the White 
House. 

She said the request forms were false 
because some individuals worked in. the 
prior Republican . admi nistra tions and. no ' 
longer needed access to the White House. 

Mr. Marceca in a sworn statement said he 
worked from various lists of names provid- 
ed to him. But Ms. Reno said a former 
employee in the office testified to Congress 
the lists of individuals needing White 
House access were current 

Mr. Starr for nearly two years has been 
investigating the Whitewater land deal in 
Arkansas involving Bill and Hillary Rod- 
ham Clinton in the 19S0s, and the failure of 
a Little Rock savings and loan owned by 
one of their partners in the deal. 

He won approval earlier this year to 
investigate the firing of the White House 
Travel Office staff in May 1993, a probe 
that involves former presidential aide David 
Watkins and the first lady's role in the 
affair. 


U.S. first lady could be dragged 
into ongoing Whitewater trial 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (R) — A defence 
lawyer threatened Friday to subpoena first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton in the ongo- 
ing Whitewater trial but then changed his 
mind, saying he will not take the drastic 
siep "at this time.” 

Attorney Dan Guthrie said at a court hear- 
ing that the first lady could counter prose- 
cution evidence about $180,000 in loans 
made to then-Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton 
and his wife Hillary in 1990. 

Mr. Guthrie was persuaded to drop the 
threat when prosecutor Hickman Ewing 
said he was not alleging any wrongdoing by 
the Clintons in winning the loans, which 
were to help finance Bill Clinton’s 1990 
campaign for re-election as Arkansas gov- 
ernor. 

But Mr. Guthrie left the door open to a 
subpoena of the first lady by saying it 
depended on prosecution strategy in the 
trial against two Arkansas bankers and 
allies of Bill Clinton. 

“As long as they don't suggest there is 
anything illegal about the loans, we don't 
intend to call her,” the defence lawyer told 
reporters at the end of Friday’s session. 

He complained that prosecutors were 
focusing too closely on the 1990 Clinton 
campaign. 

Mr. Ewing responded by saying the cam- 
paign was central to the case, not because of 
any wrongdoing by the Clintons but 
because the defendants broke tbe law and 
defrauded their own bank in order to 
“ingratiate themselves” with Bill Clinton. 

"There is nothing illegal about the 
(Clinton) loans. We've never contended 
that there was,” Mr. Ewing said. 

This is the second trial to stem from the 
Whitewater investigation into President 
Clinton's personal and political finances 
and has brought the White House many a 
headache. 

Mr. Clinton has already been subpoenaed 
by the defence and is to make his video- 
taped testimony at the White House on July 
7. 


And Bruce Lindsey, one of Mr. Clinton's 
senior aides and closest friends, was this 
week identified as an unindicted coconspir- 
ator in the case. 

On trial here are Herby Branscum and 
Robert Hill, owners of the Perry County 
Bank in the rural town of Peny ville. 

The two men are accused of deliberately 
hiding from federal authorities large cash 
withdrawals from an account held by the 
Clinton campaign. 

Mr. Ewing said the defendants committed 
the alleged crimes in order to "ingratiate 
themselves with the powers-that-be” in 
Arkansas at the time. 

Mr. Clinton appointed both Mr. Branscum 
and Mr. Hill to powerful positions on state 
commissions following his election victory 
in November of 1990. 

Mr. Ewing wants to examine Mr. 
Clinton's motives in making the appoint- 
ments. although he admits he has no evi- 
dence of a "quid pro quo” — that the jobs 
came in exchange for contributions. 

Prosecutors say Mr. Lindsey, who was 
treasurer of the 1990 gubernatorial cam- 
paign, joined Mr. Branscum and Mr. Hill in 
conspiring to hide large bank account with- 
drawals by the campaign from banking reg- 
ulators. 

Earlier Friday, prosecutors introduced as 
evidence a series of checks written by Mr. 
Branscum and Mr. Hill and members of 
their familes to the Clinton campaign. 

The checks equalled the approximate 
amount of expenses prosecurors allege the 
two defendants claimed in false expense 
reports from their bank. 

Mr. Hill allegedly took $15,500 to Mr. 
Clinton in December 1990 and gave him 
the money to help offset campaign debts. 

Prosecutors contend the two men also dis- 
cussed political appointments at the same 
meeting. A few weeks later, Mr. Clinton 
named Mr. Branscum to the influential 
Arkansas Highway Commission and later 
reappointed Mr Hill to the state’s Bank 
Commission. 


der of Russian forces in the republic 
said Saturday. 

The commander, cited by Interfax, 
said two other incidents in tbe past 24 
hours had injured several Russian 
troops. He refused to give details. 

A ceasefire deal, agreed between 
Chechen separatist leaders and 
Moscow earlier this month has been 
largely respected in Chechenya, 
although both sides accuse the other of 
isolated violations. 

Separatist leaders have said they 
intend to respect the ceasefire at least 
until the second round of the Russian 
presidential election on July 3. 

Russian and Chechen military com- 
manders were to meet later Saturday 
to thrash our how to implement a 
peace plan on the ground in the main- 
ly -Muslim Caucasus republic. 

Chechen military Commander Aslan 
Maskhadov and Russian Commander 
Vyacheslav Tikhomirov were to meet 
in the southeastern Shali region of 
Chechenya to work out a schedule for 
the withdrawal of Russian troops and 
the demilitarisation of the war zone 
agreed under an accord signed by tbe 
two sides on June 10. 

It was the issue of Chechenya’s inde- 
pendence from Russia, declared by 
separatists in November 1991, which 
finally triggered 18 months of war that 
has left an estimated 40,000 people 
dead, most of them civilians. 


ate Pope balks 

es at defending 

of ^ Nazi-era 

over all 

ZZ^ Catholic 

Church 

iflict of 

ninves- PADERBORN, Germany 

ad been (R) — Pope John Paul 

pulled back from defend- 
worked 1J1 £ the Roman Catholic 

>rsonnel Church's role during the 

Isserting Nazi Third Reich Saturday 

iuse the when be dropped a key part 

; White of a prepared speech claim- 

ing the church had resisted 
re false Hitler. 

I in' the Preaching at a mass on 

and no - the second day of his week- 
louse cnd v * s * 1 to Germany, the 

said he 76-year-old Polish Pope 

provid- praised three German 

former P riesls and a nun who died 

'ongress cavity because they 

^Lj te refused to accept the Nazis' 
racist and anti-religious 

as been P oiicies - 

j i • But he left out a passage 

Dnrf of his prepared text which 

[f. defended the cautious 

. . church policy towards the 

y Nazis that has embarrassed 

post-war German Catholics 
° and prompted Jewish criti- 

: MOl uf cism dial the Vatican 

3 rivi ignored the holocaust. ■ 

tK The Pope celebrated 

10 tne mass for more than 70,000 

people at a military air base 

j outside this northwestern 

PQ city, where he arrived Fri- 

► day for his first trip to a 

1 reunited Germany, 

a | He appeared in relatively 

** good health. But, as cus- 

... . tornaxy since he broke a leg 

vas this tW0 years be rcacbed 
ronsDir- ^ high altar platform by 

’ F an elevator rather than the 

□m and st f ps ' , n 

Cniintv di his sermon, the Pope 

mentioned Bernhard Lich- 
tenberg and Karl Leisner, 
cash the two anti-Nazi priests he 

by the wil1 put 00 road to 
7 sainthood in Berlin Sun- 

nmitted “d an anti-Nazi priesi 

isratiate . nun he “ eat u ie d during 

-be” in a to Germany in 1987. 

He then unexpectedly left 
anscum out the following passage: 

on state “The four beatified persons 

victory symbolise the many Catho- 

lic women and men who, at 
ie Mr. die cost of many and di- 

ippoint- verSe sacrifices, rejected 

no evi- National Socialist tyranny 

the jobs uud resisted the brown 

(Nazi) ideology. 

ho was “They are thus part of the 
al cam- resistance offered by the 

; Hill in whole church to a system 

nt with- contemptuous of God and 

ingreg- human beings. They also 

stand for the many people 
uced as who through their resis- 

by Mr. tance and their sacrifices 

bers of were able to keep alive the 

;n. trust in the good in man 

iximate and in a different and better 

lege the Germany.” 

ixpense Jewish groups have for 

decades accused the Ger- 
to Mr. man Catholic Church and 
ive him the Vatican of looking the 
iebts. other way when the Nazis 
lIso dis- killed six million Jews dur- 
ie same ing World War II. 

Clinton The Pope wove his ser- 

luential mon around the horrors of 
id later World War II. which he 
s Bank lived through in bis native 
Poland. 




Seventy-year-old South Korean Kang Soon-Ae (centre), one of the format 
women,* 1 shouts anti-Japanese slogans during a protest in Gheju Is , . 

Dozens of protesters demanded Tokyo government s compensation and po £> 
“comfort women” as Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto arrived for a two- 
day visit in Sooth Korea (Reuter photo.) 

Hashimoto, Kim hold up dream 
of World Cup healing old wounds 


CHEJU ISLAND, South Korea (AFP) — 
Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto and South Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam Saturday held out the dream 
that co-hosting tbe 2002 World Cup could 
help heal the wounds of history. 

The two leaders, wearing open-necked 
shirts to emphasise the relaxed atmosphere, 
greeted each other with smiles and band- 
shakes at the lobby of tbe Hotel Shilla, the 
venue of summit talks Saturday and 
Sunday. 

"I hope the two countries make the best 
use of this event to bury their dark past ... 
and strengthen cooperative ties,” Mr. Kim 
told Mr. Hashimoto over an informal din- 
ner. 

Mr. Hashimoto. speaking to journalists on 
the plane carrying him to the Cbeju Sum- 
mit, said the co-hosting could make a 30- 
year-old dream come true. 

"I dreamed that we’d make friends (when 
he met Kim in 1965) when I was a young 
parliamentarian. I hope it will come true 
through the joint hosting of the World 
Cup,” Mr. Hashimoto said. 

But hours before Mr. Hashimoto’s arrival, 
a group of elderly South Korean war vic- 
tims, including former Japanese army sex 
slaves, protested the visit, shouting "no 
summit talks without liquidating legacies of 
thepast!" r ‘ *’• : t j' 

. The protestors : Wefb*stopped'by‘d*^ontin- ; 
gent of plainclothes policemen some 10 
meters away from the Japanese consulate in 
Cheju City, a 30-minute drive from the 
hotel. 

Mr. Hashimoto’s trip is the first by a 
Japanese prime minister since July 1994, 
and came as relations, long embittered over 
Japan's harsh 1910-1945 occupation of the 
Korean peninsula, were further strained by 
a series of disputes including a bitter terri- 
torial row over barren islets in the Sea of 
Japan. 

The row over the Takeshima/Tokdo 
Islands has seen bilateral ties plunge in the 


months since Mr. Hashimoto took office in 
January, with Mr. Kim snubbing a Japanese 
ruling coalition delegation. 

Officials said the two leaders will try to 
steer around sensitive issues and focus on 
the problem of North Korea and the soccer 
finals. 

The dianer Saturday was devoid of pre- 
pared speeches or ceremony, and Mr. Kim 
and Mr. Hashimoto were to discuss a wide 
range of international issues including 
Russia's election and China's nuclear test, 
officials said. 

The dessert included a cake decorated 
with a soccer ball for a successful World 
Cup. 

On Sunday, the two will have a private 
breakfast, to be followed by formal summit 
talks, with attention focused on the joint 
study of bilateral history and proposed four- 
way peace talks among North Korea and 
South Korea, the United States and China. 

Mr. Kim is likely to ask Mr. Hashimoto to 
. bring up tbe four-way conference at a meet- 
ing of Group of Seven leaders in Lyon. 
France next week. 

The inflammatory topics of reparations 
for the former wartime sex slaves known as 
“comfort women” will be kept to side meet- 
ings between the South Korean and Ja- 
panese foreign ministers. South Korean 
officials said. 

In Tokyo, Japanese officials said Mr. 
Hashimoto was expected to seek South 
Korea’s understanding on Japan's approach 
toward North Korea, which has been anx- 
ious to win economic assistance from 
Seoul's allies. 

In an editorial Saturday, Japan's leading 
daily, Yomiuri Shimbun, warned that the ill 
feeling between the two countries would 
not disappear easily. 

“The important thing for the political 
leaders is to constantly remind their peoples 
that chilled bilateral ties will benefit no- 
one,” the daily added. 


Ghali wants to stay to complete reform 


BONN (R) — United Nations Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali. determined to win a 
second term of office despite the opposition 
of the United States, said in a newspaper 
interview that he wanted to complete the 
task of U.N. reform. 

The U.S. says it will use its veto to pre- 
vent the election of the 73-year-old 
Egyptian for another five years, accusing 
him of failing to cur the United Nations’ 
vast bureaucracy. 

Dr. Ghali, concluding a three-day visit to 
Germany, said U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher had offered to let him 
stay on for one more year with U.S. bless- 
ing. 

“But I turned it down,” he said, according 
to a German translation of his comments, 
released ahead of publication in Saturday's 
Bonn daily General-Anzeiger. 

“I’m not concerned with the post, but with 
fulfilling a task — political and institution- 
al reform. And for that I need more time...” 

"When I was elected five years ago, I said 
I was only available for one term of office. 
Then I began substantially to reduce tbe 
(U.N.) staff. I cut the budget and abolished 
high-ranking positions," he said. 

‘The General Assembly wants more sav- 
ings. We are in the middle of a dramatic 
phase of reform... You can’t just stop in the 
middle of it after five years and say: that’s 
it,’” 

Dr. Ghali said he had been surprised by 
the vehemence of the U.S. rejection, 
because such public statements were not 
usually made so early in the appointment 
procedure. 

He has already said that there are still sev- 
eral months for Washington to change its 
mind. 

He told the newspaper there were other 
reasons apart from U.N. reform why he 
should stay in office. 

"I have been encouraged to stand by a 
large number of member stares," he said. “I 
can't overlook that or push it aside. 

“All U.N. seeretaries-generai have had 
two terras of office. Should I — the fust 
African — not get a second term?” 

Dr. Ghali also said there would be no last- 
ing peace in the world until the North-South 
divide between rich and poor countries was 
tackled. 

"And you mustn’t forget: Two-thirds of 
the General Assembly consists of Third 


World countries who are calling for a solu- 
tion to these problems. Against this back- 
ground, I must stand again." 

Meanwhile the United Nations took the 
offensive Friday in its dispute with 
Washington over the second term for Dr. 
Ghali, issuing excerpts from laudatory 
speeches by President Bill Clinton and 
denouncing Ties" and a "U.N.-bashing 
virus." 

U.N. spokesman Ahmad Fawzi started his 
daily briefing by reading two statements 
praising Dr. Ghali’s leadership, disclosing 
only at the end of each that Mr. Clinton had 
been the speaker. 

"I think I can speak for all of us in thank- 
ing the secretary-general for his ... very 
strong leadership of the United Nations ” 
the president told a lunch for heads of state 
at U.N. Headquarters on SepL 26, 1994. 

“Mr. Secretary-General, you have kept 
qur focus on building the kind of organisa- 
tion that can effectively turn our ideals into 
reality,” Mr. Clinton added. 

And in a toast on the occasion of the 
world body's 50th anniversary last October 
he thanked Dr. Ghali for "your leadership! 
your energy, your resolve and the vision of 
the United Nations and the world" for the 
next 50 years. 

Mr. Fawzi took issue with “misinforma- 
tion about the United Nations” which he 
said appeared in a recent newspaper article. 

He rejected such claims as that U.N. staff 
received "incredibly lucrative salaries” and 
that they paid no taxes. 

“These are blatant lies, and 1 say lies 
deliberately, because this man was «tiven 
the correct information, in writing ... but he 
chose to go with figures from a totally unre- 
liable source," Dr. Fawzi continued. 

“There's a virus going around, a U.N.- 
bashing virus. I don't know who stoned it 
but people are catching it, and suddenly 
they are regurgitating inaccuracies about 
this organisation,” he said. 

"Bomehody has to tell the truth about the 

Znf a kTV® 1 organisation is 
doing and the hard work that the staff of this 

OTfamsabon are doing," Mr, Fawzi added ' 
b y ? re Poner whether any country 
other than the United States had opposed 
Sf “ of Do Ghali, now viSng 
Germany, he rephed: "I haven’t heard of 

SS** ::: K is. they haven’t made 
thetr positions public vet.” 


China to publish 
‘Atlas of Shame 1 
. # 

BEUING (R) — China is 
to publish an “Atlas ot 
Shame” to chart its humiliC. 
ation at the hands of for- ' 
sign powers in the last cen- 
tury, the Xinhua News 
Agency said. The atlas win 
consist of nearly 100 maps, 
complemented with written 
explanations, tables, and 
pictures to portray “graphic 
details" of the humiliation : 
and invasions of China 
since the first Opium War 
in 1S40. it said in an . 
overnight report. Targeting 
young people as its main 
readers, the atlas will be 
published by the end of this 
year to mark China’s re- • 
sumption of sovereignty 
over the British colony of 
Hong Kong on July 1, 
1997". ir said. 

Beijing companies 
fined for ‘feudal’ 
names 

BEIJING (AFP) — Beijing 
authorities have fined 12& 
firms and warned a further 
116 for using names 
deemed ro be feudal or co- 
lonial in nature, a report 
said Friday. After examin- 
ing 23.000 enterprises in 
the capital, the municipal 
administration for industry 
and commerce annonunced 
tbai 1.032 had “unreason- 
able" names, the Xinhua 
News Agency said. “Some 
of those" names embodied 
feudalism and colonialism, 
others used names of for- 
eign countries, cities, or en- 
terprises in fheir own 
names, in a bid to take ad- 
vantage of the latter’s repu- 
tations,” the agency said. 
The move comes less than 
a month after a similar 
crackdown in the southern 
boom city of Guangzhou^ 
where shops, karaoke par- 
lours and nightclubs often 
favour foreign words or 
complex forms of Chinese 
characters imported from 
neighbouring Hong Kong. 

Investigators r 
. baffled by desert, 
death of explorer 

BEIJING (AFP) — Chi- 
nese investigators are baf- 
fled by rhe death of a 
renowned explorer in the 
northwestern desert of Lop 
Nor which could fuel ru- 
mours about the supernat- 
ural dangers of exploring a 
long-hidden city. The cir- 
cumstances behind the 
death of Yu Chunshun, 
whose blackened and blis-J) 
tered body was discovered 
after a 70-bour helicopter 
search by rescuers, re- 
mained "unexplained," the 
Xinhua News Agency re- 
ported Friday. Evidence 
suggests he had neither 
died of starvation nor in a 
sandstorm, it said. Yu, 48, 
had entered the desen in 
Xinjiang province alone on 
June 1 1 , with just a two- 
day supply of food and 
water, on a journey to ex- 
plore the buried ruins of the 
ancient city of Loulan, 
once an important oasis on 
the silk road Unking China 
and Europe. The desert was 
hit by gale-force winds and. 
had ground temperatures of 
70 Centigrade (15S Fah- 
renheit), and the veteran 
explorer from Shanghai / 
lost contact with base camp 
on June 14. Having located 
Mr. Yu, rescuers discount ' 
ed the theory that he dred- 
of starvation after they . 
found a half-full bag 9. 
dried beef and a dagger by 
his body. However, a med“ 
ical examiner found -ho 
food in Mr. Yu's stomach 
after dissecting the corpse. 
The possibiUty that he died 
in a sandstorm was sSfer 
discounted as he could 
have sheltered in his tent 
which was still standfi^ 
when rescuers found tat 
body. Xinhua said. In 19&I 
Peng Jin mu, a sciential, 
from the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences and one 
many explorers aitrac^| 
by the mysteries of Louj|£ 
went missing in the sajwp 
area and was never sefete 
again. The 2,00CLyearJ§^; 
city was discovered bj||r . 
Swedish explorer in rap 
early 1900s buried undp 
sand. It was abandons^ 
more than 1,000 years ago' 
when the Tarim Rivet 
which nurtured it changed 
course and the silk toad 
trade began to decline. 
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Violence sparks fears of trouble 
over N. Ireland marching season 


^ 1 ^ I— — i in 

remove Republican demonstrators from a road to allow an Orange 

^ e in^fhtnn^^?rSn° U - Sh ***** ®. eIfa ^ Fridav - Police had earlier overruled residents’ objections to IhTto^ 
alist march through a predominantly nationalist area (Reuter photo) 

Manila rejects rebel Yeltsin goes to Belarus; 

demand in peace talks . . . - , . . , 

Lebed warns of crisis 


BELFAST (AFP) — Overnight vio- 
lence in Belfast has sparked leans of 
more sectarian trouble between rival 
Roman Catholics and Protestants this 
summer, as the traditional season of 
‘‘Orange marches’* gets underway. 

Care were burned and police at- 
tacked with bottles, bricks and Molo- 
tov cocktails late Friday as protesters 
attempted to block the path of a Pro- 
testant match through a predominantly 
Catholic nationalist area of North 
Belfast. 

Ten policemen and two civilians 
were hurt during the disturbances, 
with two of the officers detained in 
hospital overnight for observation. 
Police made three arrests. 

The violence began when scores of 
police, some in riot gear, moved in to 
break up a sit-down demonstration by 
around 500 people on the route of the 
traditional Orange Order Parade. 

Five more people were arrested 
Saturday during fresh clashes with 
police in East Belfast, while around 70 
Catholics and Protestants faced off in 
the nationalist short strand district. 

Gerry Kelly, a leading member of 
Sinn Fein, the political wing of the 
Irish Republican Army rfRALdaimcd 


he was assaulted by police officers 
during the protest. 

Mr. Kelly, jailed in the 1970s for an 
IRA bombing in London, branded 
Friday’s march "a sectarian parade." 
adding; “An anti-Catholic organisa- 
tion. coming through this area is a tri- 
umphalisi march. 

“The nationalist residents weren’t 
consulted. The Orange Order refused 
to engage in dialogue with them." 
added Mr. Kelly, who us* Iasi month 
elected to the Northern Ireland Forum 
debating the province’s political 
future. 

Police had earlier overruled rest- 
dents’ objections to the loyalist march 
through a predominantly nationalist 
area. 

The march was finally allowed to 
proceed after police came to an agree- 
ment with its organiser* that only the 
procession’s musicians and drummer* 
along with senior member* of the 
Orange Lodge would walk through the 
Catholic district. 

After the march passed, police began 
to withdraw under j barrage of mis- 
siles from the protestors. 

Over 100.000 members of the 
Orange Order — a society founded 


two ceniurie* ago to uphold the Pro- 
testant religion and Protestant sup- 
remacy over Catholics and Irish na- 
tionalists — march through Lister's 
towns and cities each year. 

The marches celebrate Protestant 
traditions and commemorate the viet»v 
ry of Protestant William of Orange 
over the ousted Catholic Monarch 
James {[ at the Baltic ot the Bov ne m 
I (.90. 

Around 2.500 marches are scheduled 
to take place in the province between 
now and the end of the marching sea- 
son in August, long marred by clashes 
between Prolestam loyalists ;uiJ 
Catholics, who favour unification with 
the Irish Republic in the south. 

Last year a *e.ies nf incidents 
marked the *ea-on despite a ceasefire 
by the IRA and lYotcst.ini p.u.unili- 
UnCs, called as part o! the Northern 
Ireland peace process. 

However, citing lack «•* progress in 
the talks the IK A resumed us bombing 
campaign in February with a massoe 
truck bomb in London, repeating the 
outrage in Manclic*tei Iasi .Saturday, 
wounding 2 On people. 


s'ew V aiUcs - the Xjt DAVAO, Philippines (Rl — The Philippine government 
f th w'«c rejected-Saturday a demand by Muslim rebels to set up a 

move nani es ^ special force of 20,000 guerrillas to secure peace in a pro- 
-UdaliNKi and eulunji P«ed autonomy area in the southern Philippines, officials 
fhers used nj*,,,* said. { \ 

'^ n count ru-N. Cl , • The rejection came on the second day of talks in southern 
•rpiise* n, [hej •* Davao City between the government and the Moro 
lnics. m a hid n, ^ National Liberation Front (MNLF) on an agreement to end 
Milage ..filv LueA ■ 3 24 -y ear revolt for setf-rufe in the Mindanao region and 
lions." ij u . _ ? adjacent islands. 

ic* m, .\e ; Government negotiator Alexander Aguirre told reporters 

m.iittli ihe MNLF proposal was “legally impossible" because it 

nckdi.uii ,n .►/ ll! ' wou,d ^ 0,ate the constitution, which stipulated that the 
ntm cu\ ,u r** Phitippin^s should have only one police organisation, 
tore sh.'u. i tttional in-scope and under the control of the Manila gov- 

ii* ml ’h A * e: ^ UT3enL 

, ‘ n ^’nicluh* ,-s H e added that the government and rebel negotiators 
’ . " IVI '‘ M| Uon *' would meet again Saturday afternoon to trv to resolve the 

I I'TIll* ,ij Qj.. j S 5 U e. 

‘r-icici * imp, .n«| t The regional force would act as the peacekeeping arm of 

t'lin* lining Hun* fa a proposed administrative body to be called the southern 
Philippine Council for Peace and Development which 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin headed for neighbouring Belarus 
Saturday, leaving behind a week of political 
turmoil in Moscow to attend ceremonies 
marking the 55th anniversary of Hitler’s 
attack on the Soviet Union. 

Before flying to Brest Mr. Yeltsin, flanked 
by World War II veterans, laid a wreath at 
the tomb of the unknown soldier in Mos- 
cow'. June 22 has been declared a national 
day of mounting for the victims of the war, 
contrasting with the more upbeat holiday of 
May 9, Victory Day. 

The 65-year-old Russian leader faces 
Communist Gennady Zyuganov in a runoff 
for the presidency on July 3 after winning a 
narrow three-point advantage in the First 
round of voting. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s new security supremo 
Alexander Lebed, central figure in a ner- 


Investigators wouldbe-cbair&i&y MNLF chief Nur Misuari ; ...... vous of political upheavals inMos- 
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^Mi^ari-earlicr told n-portj^s the. MNLF must, have 
on^wmteraaFsecurifyin Oie proposed autonomy area 


co w, told a meeting of his supporters he had 
-joined MnnYeltsin because Russia was “on 


said many regional branches of his move- 
ment wanted to endorse the presidenL 

Mr. Yeltsin, despite the endorsement of 
Gen. Lebed, needs a high turnout on July 5 
to be sure of beating Mr. Zyuganov. 

‘Today one cannot think that everything 
will decide itself wthout your participa- 
tion...Today one must firmly state one’s 
position," Mr. Yeltsin’s message said. 

He said Russian democracy was too 
young to be folly inoculated against the risk 
of a new president destroying the work of 
his predecessor and swinging the country 
from right to left. 

Mr. Yeltsin acknowledged differences 
with Yabloko but said he was already 
adopting many of Mr. Yavlinsky’s ideas. “I 
am sure that a broad democratic coalition 
on the federal and regional level will facili- 
tate not only success in the elections but 
will also make it easier to correct and joint- 
ly carry out reforms.” he said.- 



so t)nt*it ; cotd 4 ( 9 take people] obey laws and enable the 
council to carry out its job effectively. 

Mr. Aguirre, briefing reporters during a break in the talks, 
said the two sides would meet again Saturday afternoon to 
tiy to patch the rift ’’But it takes two to tango,” he said. 

The talks are being mediated by a committee of the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) headed by 
Indonesia. 

Mr. Misuari said he hoped the OIC diplomats could help 
resolve. the differences between the rebels and the govern- 
ment 

Asked about his reaction to the government rejection, he 
said- “We hope the OIC can bring the loose ends togeth- 
ff-Why temporise with peace?” 

*l he creation of a regional security force for the proposed 
autonomy area is the most ticklish of several issues block- 
ing a peace' agreemenL 

Another issue the two sides have to thrash out is the pro- 
posed integration of MNLF guerrillas into the regular 
Philippine army. 

The government has offered to take 5,000 rebels into the 
armed forces provided they are high school graduates. To 
qualify for the officer corps, MNLF commanders must 
have a college degree. 

Mr. Misuari, who wants 10,000 guerrillas to be absorbed 
by the armed forces, said the educational stipulations 
would disqualify many of his fighters who had spent 20 to 
30 years fighting in the jungle. 

The government estimates that more than 50,000 people 
died at the height of the Muslim rebellion in the 1970s. 

But the MNLF says the death toll for Muslims alone was 
around 200,000. There has been a ceasefire since negotia- 
tions started more than three years ago. 


. .Mr. Yavlinsky, wha finished fouttb in.the:. : uj. meu,er :E Kpt6, : 
^ }y ' " first round with 5o- nriUiofl votes, has nor . i ~ — : t— ; 


President Boris Yeltsin follows soldiers of the guard of honour (hut carry a wreath to 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier next to the Kremlin wall Saturday. Tire ceremony 
■ marked the 55-th anniversary of the start of the war betw een Germany land (he USSR, . 


go mto opposition. 

Gen. Lebed, a reserve paratroop general 
who came third in the first round of the 
presidential election on June 16, said the 
country faced an “impending financial cri- 
sis in September-Ociober but gave no 
details. 

Gen. Lebed is expected to visit Che- 
chenya Monday. Interfax News Agency re- 
ported, quoting sources in the Russian mil- 
itary command there. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who sacked three hardliners 
from his administration Thursday, will re- 
sume campaigning in the Baltic enclave of 
Kaliningrad Sunday and go to central Rus- 
sia Monday. 

Mr. Yeltsin Saturday appealed for support 
to the weekend congress of Grigory Yav- 
linsky’s Yabloko Movement, saying in a 
message of greetings he shared its "com- 
mon goals and tasks". 

Mr. Yavlinsky has refused so far to back 
Mr. Yeltsin directly but political sources 


•first round with 5^- nriuion votes, has nor 
met Mr. Yeltsin since the vote and said on 
television Friday night he was not interest- 
ed in joining the government, preferring to 
slay in “democratic opposition." 

But he told Russians not to vote for Mr. 
Zyuganov and not to vote against both can- 
didates because this would help the Com- 
munist to win. 

“A Communist victory would be very- 
dangerous,” said Mr. Yavlinsky. “This 
would be no joke.” 

Mr. Yeltsin was due to meet Belarus 
President Alexander Lukashenko in Brest at 
the fortress where Soviet troops tried to 
fight off the invading Germans in the open- 
ing battle of the war on the eastern front 

After speeches and a meeting with war 
veterans the two leaders were expected to 
hold a news conference around 1330 GMT. 

Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin also 
scheduled a news conference in Moscow 
for 1000 GMT. 


Clinton wants national 
registry for child molesters 


Dole seeks solution to abortion clash 
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Filipino Muslim rebel chief Nur Misuari (centre) fixes 
his socks after emerging from a meeting on peace 
tiations with government representatives in southern 
Davao Saturday (Reuter photo) 


WASHINGTON (Rl — Prospective Re- 
publican presidential candidate Bob Dole 
met Friday with the chairman of the party’s 
campaign platform committee in a bid to 
calm a bitter dispute over abortion. 

Sen. Dole, who opposes abortion except 
in cases of rape, incest and a medical threat 
to the life of the mother, wants the party to 
modify its uncompromising opposition to 
abortion by inserting a “tolerance clause” 
into its its 1996 platform that will be the 
official party manifesto undergirding his 
campaign to oust Democratic President Bill 
Clinton, an uphill fight in which Sen. Dole 
will need every moderate vote he can get. 

The clause tie envisions would state” that 
although the Republican Party remains 
opposed to abortion, it accepts that many of 
its members support abortion rights. 

The job of crafting the platform to be pre- 
sented to the Republican National Conven- 
tion in San Diego in August is in the hands 
of a 110-member committee chaired by 
Illinois Representative Henry Hyde, a 
staunch opponent of abortion. 

Mr. Hyde avoided reporters as he went 
into and left the meeting at Sen. Dole’s 
Washington headquarters. 

Campaign spokesman Nelson Warfield 
issued an ambiguous statement saying that 
Sen. Dole and Mr. Hyde shared a long and 
consistent position opposing abortion but 
“agreed that the Republican Party must 
recognise that there is a diversity of views 
among Republicans on this and other 
issues. 

“Both agree that there should be language 
in the platform recognising this diversity,” 
the statement said. 

When Sen. Dole issued his call for toler- 
ance. Mr. Hyde privately told friends he 
considered resigning from the committee. 
Other abortion opponents, including lead- 
ers of the powerful Christian Coalition, 
were also upset 

They were ready to accept a general state- 
ment of tolerance to be added to the pream- 
ble of the platform that would have referred 


to a diversity of opinions on a number of 
issues, not just abortion. But Sen. Dole said 
he wanted the tolerance clause to be placed 
right in the abortion plank of the platform. 

He trails Mr. Clinton by up to 20 percent- 
age points in the latest polls on Nov. 5 elec- 
tion preferences. He is particularly weak 
among women. lagging the president by 3 1 
points in one poll released this week. 

He has a delicate task of moving the part)' 
towards the centre to appeal to moderate 
voters and especially women, without pro- 
voking an uprising among anti-abortion 
activists. 

Conservative populist Pat Buchanan, who 
ran unsuccessfully against Sen. Dole for the 
Republican nomination, is lurking in the 
wings, ready to stir opposition to any move 
to soften the Republican stance on abortion. 

As currently written, the platform calls 
for the enactment of a “human life amend- 
ment" to the U.S. constitution, which 
would declare that foetuses share all basic 
human rights and would brand abortion as a 
form of murder. 

The Republican Party is split from top to 
bottom on the issue. At a Texas state party 
convention in San Antonio this weekend, 
anti- abortion activists are threatening to 
vote Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison off the 
state delegation to the Republican conven- 
tion because she supports abortion rights. 

In other states, delegates to the Aug. 12- 
15 national convention have been asked to 
sign declarations pledging to oppose any 
changes to the abortion platform and block 
the nomination of any supporter of abortion 
rights as Sen. Dole's vice presidential run- 
ning mate. 

On the other side, a powerful group of 
Republican governors who support abor- 
tion rights, including the chief executives 
of California. New York, New Jersey and 
Massachusetts, are pressing the party to 
drop its opposition to abortion altogether. 


HOUSTON (R) — President Bill Clinton 
Saturday endorsed creation of a national 
registry to track child molesters and 
ordered Attorney General Janet Reno to 
draft a plan to make the information avail- 
able to police quickly. 

Mr. Clinton, wrapping up a two-day cam- 
paign swing, promoted' his anti-crime poli- 
cies during his weekly radio address and 
planned to stress the same theme later at a 
speech to the U.S. Conference of Mayors in 
Cleveland, during his radio address to the 
nation Mr. Clinton praised a bill sponsored 
by Republican Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas 
and Democratic Sen. Joseph Biden of 
Delaware that would develop a registry on 
child sex offenders bur said “we have to 
move forward now." 

“I’m directing the attorney general to 
report back in 60 days with a plan to guar- 
antee our police officers this information 
right away.” Mr. Clinton said. 

“We must make sure police officers in 
every state can get the information they 
need from any state to track sex offenders 
down and bring them to justice when they 
commit new crimes," he said. 

The directive would build on language in 
the 1994 crime bill that creates a registry in 
each state on those c-'.victed of sexual 
assaults. Two-thirds of those convicted of a 
sex offence have attacked a child. 

Last month. Mr. Clinton signed the so- 
called “Megan’s Law," which requires that 
states make information available on sexu- 
ally violent criminals who are released 
from prison or placed on parole. 

The law was named for seven-year-old 
Megan Kanka of New Jersey, who was 
raped and murdered two years ago. A twice- 


convicted child molester who lived on her 
block was charged with the crime. 

"I want the attorney general lo work with 
the states and the Congress to link this 
information together, to make it available to 
law enforcement at every level in every 
stale," Mr. Clinton said. 

“Police officers will he able to prevent 
more crimes and catch more criminals if 
they can share and compare ihe latest infor- 
mation we have.” Mr. Clinton said. 

Aware that civil liberties groups such as 
the American Civil Liberties Union fear a 
national registry would infringe upon con- 
stitutional protections. Mr. Clinton insisted 
there would be no conflict. 

“We respect people’s rights, but there is 
no right greater than a parent’s right to raise 
a child in safety and love," Mr. Clinton 
said. “That’s why the law should follow 
those who prey on America's children 
wherever they go. state to state, town to 
town." 

"The police officer in Cleveland should 
be able to gel information on all known sex 
offenders in CIe\ eland, whether they com- 
mitted their crimes in New York or Los 
Angeles." he .said. 

"Every bii of information we have about 
the people who com mil these crimes should 
be available to law enforcement wherever 
and whenever they need it." Mr. Clinton 
said. 

Mr. Clinton's comments won the immedi- 
ate endorsement of Ernie Allen, president 
of the National Centre for Missing ami Ex- 
ploited Children, saying it “moves us clos- 
er to the day in which in formal ion and ima- 
ges regarding offenders will be exchanged 
instantly nationwide via computer." 


Indonesian opposition party ’s 
splinter group elects new chairman 


JAKARTA (AFP) — A 
rebel faction of the opposi- 
tion Indonesian Democracy 
Party (PDI > Saturday elect- 
ed a chairman to replace the 
daughter of the country's 
founding President Sukar- 
no, a source in Medan, 
north Sumatra, said. 

Former PDI Chairman 
Suryadi, elected by a con- 
gress held by the splinrer 
group to head its electoral 
board Friday, announced 
that the board chose him to 
the party’s top post, the 
source said by telephone. 

Mr. Suryadi, who led the 
party between 1986 and 
1993, also announced the 


election of the party's new 
executive board which inc- 
luded Bunu Hutapea as sec- 
retary general and congress 
chairman Fatimah Achmad 
as one of the deputy-chair- 
men. 

“What is certain is that 
this is the result of the con- 
gress.” Mr. Suryadi told 
reporters when asked whe- 
ther his election would be 
recognised by Megawati 
Sukarnoputri and her allies 
in Jakarta. 

Ms. Megawati was elect- 
ed by a national meeting 
held here in 1993 after two 
earlier congresses that same 
year failed to reach an 


agreement over the party 
leadership. 

The parly faction loyal to 
Ms. Mega wail said the 
Medan congress, backed hy 
the government and the mil- 
itary. was illegal. 

The congress opened un- 
der tight security and did 
not invite Ms. Megawati 
and 10 members ot the exe- 
cutive board loyal to her. 

Home Affairs Minister 
Yogie Suurdi Memed. who 
opened and closed the con- 
gress. said there were now 
“two groupings" and that in 
the eyes of the government 
only ihe results of the con- 
gress were valid. 
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Encouraging beginning 


THE MEETING between His Majesty King Hussein and 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad on the sidelines of the Arab 
summit in Cairo yesterday wQJ be among the most 
significant achievements of the summit if it leads to complete 
reconciliation between Amman and Damascus. Bringing 
back normalcy to relations among Arab states to protect the 
interests of the Arab Nation is on top or the agenda of the 
summit. Those interests can be well-served if Jordan and 
Syria worked together to face the numerous challenges that 
face the two countries along with the rest of the Arab World. 

But as King Hussein said after the talks with Mr. Assad, 
the meeting was only a beginning and more encounters must 
follow if ftall reconciliation between the two states is to be 
achieved. Jordan is willing to have more discussions with 
Syria over the issues and actions that led to the deterioration 
in ties between the two countries. The Kingdom wants to 
end all differences with Damascus. Bat it wants that done on 
solid bases that chart the course of reconciliation in 
accordance with dear guidelines and principles that respect 
the sovereignty of the two states and the uniqueness and 
particularities of each. 

Jordan has adopted non-interference in the affairs of 
other states as a pillar of its foreign policy. It wants its ties 
with other states based on dear, dvflised and institutional- 
ised foundations that enhance economic and trade ex- 
changes and ensures decent political dealings. Its demand 
for redprocation in the way other countries approach it is 
legitimate, credible, and necessary for the sustainability of 
friendly and good neighbourly ties that serve the interests of 
aO. 

Ties between Syria and Jordan suffered a setback after 
the signing of the Jordan- Israel peace treaty because Syria 
rejects the accord. Syria chose to ignore the fact that Jordan 
is a sovereign state that is quite capable of making the 
decisions that better suite its interests and needs. It also 
overlooked the fact that all the parties to the peace talks 
started from the same point in Madrid with the attainment 
of peace their final destination. And the most important 
jreaJSty (h^TJamascus did not consider when it chose to cool 
off ties with the Kingdom is that Amman has' done all it 
'could in support of Syria and its demand for a return of the 
occupied Golan Heights. Jordan has been an advocate of 
comprehensive peace. It has been a supporter of Arab rights 
and has been a promoter of dose links among all Arab states 
at a time when the whole world is moving into an era of 
regionalism where states of the same region have better 
chances of attaining their goals if they worked together in a 
fiercely competitive world market. 

Jordan can only welcome better ties with Syria if 
Damascus is willing to deal with the Kingdom in the 
manner of reason and responsibility with which the King- 
dom has addressed its ties with Syria. Dialogue is the best 
way to end differences. Jordan is willing to talk and it is 
hoped that Syria is willing too. And if candidness, openness, 
rationality, comprehensiveness . and respect for the 
sovereignty of the two states prevail in future meetings that 
the two countries might bold, there is no doubt that Jordan 
and Syria would bury the hatchet. That would be to the 
benefit of not only Jordan and Syria, but the rest of the 
Arab World and the cause of peace, progress and stability in 
tbe whole Middle East. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i Saturday discussed tbe coming 
visit to the Middle East by U.S. Secretary of Stare 
Warren Christopher during which he will meet Israeli, 
Egyptian and Jordanian officials but not the Syrian or 
Palestinian leaders. In his coming visit scheduled to 
start Monday, Mr. Christopher will pay respect to the 
new Israeli leadership because, (he writer said, Mr. 
Clinton is in need of Mr. Netanyahu's backing, and not 
vice versa, in tbe coming presidential elections. Failed 
Fanek charged that the U.S., which has sponsored the 
peace process since the 1991 Madrid conference, is 
now retreating from it and going back on its commit- 
ment to the peace process which it has been sponsoring 
for die- past five years. If the U.S. is blaming Syria for 
not responding to its call in time during the previous 
Israeli government's mandate, it can by no means 
blame Mr. Arafat who did all be could to reach a final 
settlement with the Jewish state, continued the writer. 
Mr. Christopher’s visit, which excludes any talks with 
Mr. Arafat or the Syrian president, is aimed at obstruct- 
ing rather than promoting the peace process, and it 
would give die Israelis a clear message of freezing the 
peace process on the Syrian and Palestinian fronts for 
the time being, charged the writer. He warned that the 
freezing of tbe Israefi-PaJestinian peace talks on a final 
settlement constitutes a real danger to Jordan, more 
than any other Arab party besides the Palestinians. 

A WRITER for A ] pustonr Saturday discussed medical 
services provided by the hospitals of tbe public and pri- 
vate sectors, noting that the cost of such services is ris- 
ing sharply by the day. Tbe Ministry of Health is over- 
burdened with growing demand on medical services by 
government employees and their dependents as well as 
the needy groups who by no means can get such ser- 
vices at the private hospitals, said Mohammad Daoud. 
At the same time the private hospitals can by no means 
reduce their bills simply because they have paid a great 
deal for their modem equipment, he noted. There is 
only one alternative to deal with the situation and that 
lies in providing- a national health insurance system to 
guarantee decent medical services to all public sectors, 
suggested the writer. Under such a scheme, he said, the 
private sector companies can share with the govern- 
ment the- cost of medical treatment not only of their own 
employees but also of the needy groups so that medical 
services can become comprehensive. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


Ministry of Information — improve not remove 


TWO FACTORS explain the idea behind tbe govern- 
ment’s intention to abolish the Ministry of Information. 
Tbe first is that the present government is enthusiastic 
about introducing change — after all, it is nicknamed 
“government of change”; the second is that the minister, 
Marwan Muasher, who was the spokesperson of the 
Jordanian delegation to tbe peace negotiations with Israel 
for several years, prefers to carry on as a speaker on behalf 
of the government, rather than be a minister of infonna- 
ti cm. 

Perhaps before any decision is taken, some points should 
be taken into consideration. 

— 'The idea of abolishing the Ministry of Information is 
not new. It was talked about by each minister of informa- 
tion since 1989, but only as a future step. Previous minis- 
ters meant it for democratic consumption. The present 
minister, it seems, means business. 

— The su gg ested reorganisation of the Radio and 
Television Corporation has nothing to do with privatisa- 
tion. The facilities will continue to be owned by the gov- 
ernment, the staff will continue to be employed under the 
civil service system, and the board and management will 
be appointed by the government. 

— The appointment of a board of directors to look after 
the TV corporation is not a magic formula of efficiency 
and competence. See the Royal Jordanian as an example. 

— Financial autonomy is desirable. It can be achieved 
any time without having to abolish the Ministry of 
Information. Many public sector enterprises are financial- 


ly and administratively autonomous but equally unsuc- 
cessful. See Aqaba Railway Corp., Amman Bus Service 
Corp., and again the Royal Jordanian. 

— The minister claim that it is unable to run tbe TV 
properly due to pressures from above. Well, what is the 
guarantee that the pressure will disappear if the top man is 
no a minister but a chairman of the board? If anything, the 
pressure may increase and the appointee might be more 
accommodating. 

— If the government is nice enough to withdraw from 
the media for the sake of democracy, why not put first 
things first. The government should first relinquish its 
ownership and control of the daily newspapers, A1 Ra’i 
and A1 Dustour. 

— It is not true that tbe existence of the Ministry of 
Information is not consistent with democracy. The United 
States has a s imila r ministry called United States 
Information Agency (USIA). It is in charge of the 
American propaganda apparatus all over tbe world. In 
Britain, the BBC is owned and financed by the govern- 
ment. It gets its guidance from tbe Foreign Office; no one 
can be employed by the BBC before getting clearance 
from the British Intelligence Service (MI5). In Israel, the 
Arab radio is said to be run by (he Mossad. 

— All Arab countries still have ministries of informa- 
tion. One wonders why the government of Jordan alone 
should give up its information arm. 

— Ir is important for the government-owned and man- 
aged media to have a political head (a minister) answer- 


able to the Parliament, rather than an obedient civil ser- 

Va ^The recommended board to oversee the TV and radio 
stations will not achieve the desired mdepradence. 
According to tbe draft law. the board wiU include 14 mem- 
bers, of which seven are government officials and seven 
are chosen by tbe government from the private sector i.e^ 
ISA government. The executive officer is 

^TSSneditt have limited rescue, 
yet they cannot be fairly described as failure. Tbemedia 
proved to be effective during intifada {the word was 
coined by Jordan TV) during tbe second Gulfw^andia 
carrying the democratic message that Syria bad been jam- 
ming JTV signals for five years to “protect the Syrian 

people from democratic broadcast. , 

Having a ministry of information does not necessari- 
ly mean that the government of the day should dominate 
and monopolise airtime. The opposition should be given 
the opportunity to air their views and present alternative 
opinions. This will indirectly serve the government by 

making its media credible. . 

Finally, abolishing the ministry of information pre- 
maturely is a suicidal action supported mostly by those 
who would like to see the Jordanian state disintegrate. 

Dr. Muasher was able to convince Qatar to dismantle its 
ministry of information, an indication that the idea ha^ 
nothing to do with democracy; 1 hope he will not be as suc- 
cessful with the Jordanians. 


Greece’s ruling Socialists to decide on who runs party 


By Stephen Weeks 
Reuter 

ATHENS — Greece’s frac- 
tious ruling Socialists meet 
next week to decide who is 
in charge now that iron-fist- 
ed party founder Andreas 
Papandreou is confined to 
his home after a long ill- 
ness. 

The fight for control of the 
Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement (PASOK) has 
Mr. Papandreou’s lieu- 
tenants at each others 
throats and raised concerns 
about whether the party can 
hold together. 

Mr. Papandreou, 77, was a 
master ax playing off rival 
factions and keeping chal- 
lengers to his rule at bay, but 
in his absence deep ani- 
mosities kave boiled over. - • 
•' f v“Theser**' internal dashes 
resembl^ i I drear- guard; bat-; 
ties,” said Environment and 
Public Works Minister 
Costas Laliotis recently. 

“Any victories will be 
Pyrrhic victories. Tbe “vic- 


tors’ arid “vanquished 1 will 
simply reflect a weakened, 
dulled, exhausted PASOK, 
counting its days until it 
loses the war (elections).” 
Mr. Laliotis, a young and 
rising PASOK star, has been 
trying to mediate between 
the protagonists before the 
fourth congress in PASOK’s 
22-year history, set for Jane 
27 to 30. 

But as tbe day approaches 
for more than 4,000 dele- 
gates to meet at Athens 
Olympic stadium, the 
infighting has intensified 
and battle lines have 
become more pronounced. 

Pro-European reformers, 
who want PASOK to set a 
new course, are pitied 
against those who are loyal 
to Papandreou’s populism 
winch often. Jed to anti- 
American, • antirNAHT and- 
.anti-European stands... , 
Ironically, Costas Simitis, 
a bland technocrat who 
opposed Papandreou ’s poli- 
cies and leadership for 
years, won the first round in 


the fight for PASOK by suc- 
ceeding Papandreou as pre- 
mier in January. 

With Mr. Papandreou con- 
fined to hospital with pneu- 
monia, PASOK's parlia- 
mentary group voted nar- 
rowly for Mr. Simitis to take 
over as prime minister until 
scheduled elections due late 
next year. 

But Mr. Papandreou 
refused to relinquish his 
position as PASOK presi- 
dent, meaning tbe party 
machine remains in his 
hands and if PASOK wins 
the election, he would 
receive the mandate to form 
a government. 

That is a disquieting 
thought for Mr. Simitis, 
especially since Mr. 
Papandreou has begun 
appearing in carefully 
staged television •seenes — 


November, will appear at 
the congress — perhaps on 
video — and in a character- 
istic surprise throw his sup- 
port to one faction. 

“If Papandreou is capable 
of such a move, be could 
name his own deputy 
PASOK leader. The con- 
gress would never deny him 
this. But no one knows 
whether he is physically or 
mentally capable of such a 
move,” said one European 
Union diplomat. 

Mr. Simitis, 59. has turned 
the congress into an all-or- 
nothing gamble by saying 
he wants a dear answer to 
who runs PASOK and drop- 
ping veiled threats to force 
early elections by resigning 
if he foils to win both tbe 
government and party 
machine. 

The prize he wants is the 


so far only seen .And not ;new,post- of -deputy. PASOK 


heard. 

The question gripping 
PASOK is whether 
Papandreou, confined to 
hospital or home since 


leader, which will oversee 
day-today organisation and 
prepare the next general 
election. This would give 
Mr. Simitis a lock on 


PASOK power. 

Tbe central committee 
created the new post to 
ensure a calm transition to 
the post-Papandreou era, 
but it has become a poi- 
soned chalice which threat- 
ens to destroy the party. 

“The feeling is that 
Simitis is making the run- 
ning right now and will 
come out of the congress 
stronger, although perhaps 
not as strong as he would 
like. Papandreou is the wild 
card but he is also a spent 
force,” said another EU 
diplomat 

Mr. Simitis' s main rival is 
Papandreou ’s close confi- 
dant, Akis Tsohatzopoulos, 
who is determined to get his 
share of power and has sug- 
gested a collective PASOTC 
leadership. He has declared 
he will stand for deputy 
party leader at the congress. 

Mr. Papandreou’s shadow 
for years, Mr. 
Tsohatzopoulos has come 
out into the open recently to 
attack Mr. Simitis and some 


of his closest political sup- 
porters in Pasok. 

‘T disagree with the efforts 
of Simitis to gather all 
power into his own hands,” 
he said in a recent interview. 
“There are many in PASOK 
today who don't want to 
hear about Simitis.” 

Mr. Tsohatzopoulos, 57, 
came surprisingly dose to 
Mr. Simitis in the 87-75 
vote in January to replace 
Mr. Papandreou as prendec^ 

He stressed that Mr. 
Simitis had proved to be a 
good “factional leader", 
promoting his own people, 
but failed as a unifying 
PASOK party leader. 

That kind of talk, akmg 
•with the branding ofjwr. 
Simitis’s Foreign Minister, 
Theodore Pangalos, as 
“dangerous", has set the 
stage for some PASOK 
bloodletting at the congress. 


The trouble with so-called nuclear weapons-free zones 


By Brahma Chellaney 

NEW DELHI — Another 
“nuclear weapons-free 
zone” was unveiled last 
month when African states 
signed the treaty of 
Pelindaba. Four other 
regions of the world have 
also been declared nuclear- 
free: Southeast Asia in 
1995, the South Pacific in 
1 985, Latin America and the 
Caribbean in 1967, and 
Antarctica in 1951. 

The African pact means 
that much of the southern 
hemisphere is now covered 
by agreements outlawing 
nuclear testing and the 
threat or use of nudear 
force. But how genuinely 
can that hemisphere be con- 
sidered nuclear-free, and 
how secure from nudear 
dangers are countries 
belonging to a nuclear 
weapons-free zone? 

One clue comes from 
American and British insis- 
tence on exempting the 
Indian Ocean territory of 
Diego Garcia from Africa’s 
zone anti Russia’s conse- 
quent reservations about the 
treaty. Diego Garcia, a base 
for American and British 
military forces, plays a key 
role in American and British 
nudear deterrence. 

Nuclear weapons-free 
zones have been accepted 
by the five stales that have 
declared their possession of 
nuclear weapons — tbe 
United States, Britain, 
Russia, France and China 
— • only when they do not 
conflict with their strategic 
interests. 

These interests have 
prompted the five nudear 
powers to support such 
zones in some regions, 
including the Indian sub- 
continent, but not in others, 
such as Eastern Europe. 
Even when the five powers 
have supported a nudear 
weapons-free zone, one or 
more of these powers has 
held up its entry into effec- 
tive force. 

The treaty of Rarotonga 


took effect in 1985 during 
tbe cold war and was 
intended to prevent tire 
Sooth Pacific from becom- 
ing a theatre for superpower 
rivalries. Yet it was 
embraced only late this past 
March by the United States, 
Britain and France, long 
after its original purpose 
bad been lost 

The three powers, which 
control territories in the 
South Pacific, signed tbe 
treaty's protocols only after 
a final round of French 
nudear tests in the region 
were carried out, with 
British and American logis- 
tical and other assistance, 
despite objections from 
many Asia-Pacific nations. 

The objectives of tbe 
Southeast Asian nudear 
weapons-free zone are 
being frustrated by opposi- 
tion from all five nudear 
powers, which resent either 
the nature of the security 
assurances sought from 
them or the inclusion of 
continental shelves and off- 
shore exclusive economic 
zones, or both. 

Unless tbe nudear powers 
accept tbe Southeast Asian 
treaty, the 10-nation zone 
will lack reciprocal obliga- 
tions and carry little weight 

Nuclear weapons-free 
zones have been established 
by regional states largely in 
response to slow progress 
on global disarmament and 
the wide recognition that 
nuclear weapons will 
remain key instruments of 
power in the foreseeable 
future. 

The geostrategic value of 
such weapons is evident 
from the tact that there is 
not a single major economy 
today without the protection 
of a nuclear arsenal or 
umbrella. The giant U.S. 
nuclear umbrella alone 
shields much of Western 
Europe, Australia, Canada, 
Japan and South Korea. 

The countries being 
drawn to such zones are sig- 
natories to the 1968 non- 
proliferation treaty and can 


thus have no ambitions to 
develop nuclear weapons. 
By accepting a nudear 
weapons-free zone, they are 
in effect providing legal 
commitments not to devel- 
op, stock or test any nudear 
explosive device. 

Nations joining a zone are 
seeking to insulate them- 
selves from the dangers of 
nudear warfare. But tbe 
main danger is that such 
zones can lull their member 
states into a mistaken sense 
of nuclear security. 

Nuclear weapons-free 
zones can provide comfort 
from tbe harsh nuclear real- 
ities, but not from the perils 
of nudear war. 

Nudear weapons respect 
no national or zonal fron- 
tiers. In an age in which 
nuclear weapons can be 
fired from anywhere into 
any region, the concept of a 
nuclear weapons-free zone 
makes little military sense. 

If it happens to be carried 
by (he wind, the radioactive 
fallout from a nudear 
exchange will sptil over into 
another region, even if that 
region is a nuclear 
weapons-free zone. 

The greatest allure of such 
a zone is the set of recipro- 
cal commitments provided 
by the nuclear powers in a 
legally binding instrument. 
These commitments include 
security assurances not to 
use or threaten to use 
nuclear aims against region- - 
al parties, and no placement 
of such weapons within the 
zone. 

However, as tbe Southeast 
Asia treaty shows, getting 
unconditional security 
assurances from the nudear 
powers is like snuggling up 
to a group of roaring lions. 

Tbe Western nudear 
states and Russia have 
balked a t giving uncondi- 
tional security assurances as 
required by the treaty's pro- 
tocol, which bans the threat 
or use of nudear weapons 
in any circumstances 
against regional parties or 
other targets within the 


zone. 

These powers, which have 
urged the International 
Court of Justice in the 
Hague not to declare the 
threat or use of nudear 
weapons unlawful, favour 
qualified language. 

Tbe term “nudear 
weapons-free” is really a 
misnomer. Submarines 
armed with nudear 

weapons, the core con- 
stituents of a modern mili- 
tary force, stay under water 
for days, scoffing at tbe ban 
imposed by nudear 

weapons-free zones on star 
tioning of nudear arms in 
tbe area. 

Moreover, such zones do 
not restrict the movement of 
nudear weapons by air or 
sea. If there is anything 
“free” about a nudear 
weapons-free zone, it is that 
nuclear-armed ships, sub- 
marines and aircraft can 
move about freely. 

Although no such zone 
incorporates mechanisms to 
monitor compliance by the 
nudear powers with their 
commitments, these states 
have objected to the inclu- 
sion of continental shelves 
and exclusive economic 
zones in the Southeast Asia 
zone. This is because they 
do not want a vexatious 
political precedent to be set 
that could lead to regional 
demands for verification. 

The nuclear powers, eager to 
boost their disarmament cre- 
dentials so as to discourage 
other countries from develop- 
ing nuclear weapons, have 
always been ready to accept a 
nuclear weapons-free zone so 
long as it does not significantly 
constrain the movement and 
deployment of nuclear arms. 

No international disarma- 
ment treaty has yet been con- 
cluded that seeks to materially 
alter the situation in which 
there are only five “authorised” 
nuclear powers. The non-pro- 
liferation treaiy and the pro- 
posed treaty ;o ban nuclear 
weapons testing are also 
designed to preserve the status 
quo. 


The 1993 Chemical 
Weapons Convention was con- 
cluded after two decades of 
negotiations only when such 
weapons came to be widely 
viewed as a “poor nation’s 
nuclear deterrent." 

Nuclear weapons-free zones 
can serve as a palliative but not 
as the antidote to nuclear dan- 
gers. 

Tbe rules of such a zone, like 
those of any other disarma- 
ment treaty, can operate only in 
peacetime. Under international 
law. the “rules of warfare" take 
over when disarmament agree- 
ments fan in their mission to 
prevent war. A nuclear 
weapons-free zone cannot 
remain valid in a nuclear con- 


flict. which would negate the 
non-proliferation treaty and 
other peacetime treaties. 

Real international security 
can come only when the legiti- 
macy of all weapons of mass 
destruction is removed and 
their elimination is completed. 
Today, the most deadly of such 
weapons remain an integral 
part of the military doctrines 
and strategies of the five 
nuclear powers. 


The writer is professor of secu- 
rity studies at the Centre for 
Policy Research, a think tank 
in New Delhi. This article is 
reprinted from the 
International Herald Tribune. 


LETTERS 

Women in power 

To the Editor. 

1 HAVE just returned to my home in Wiltshire, 
England, from a truly marvellous week in Amman, my 
second in a year. Both times I was in Amman at the 
extremely welcome invitation of Dr. David Burton and 
Azza Hammoudi of the British Council, responding 
also to an invitation from HRH Princess Basma Bint 
Talal and Rand Hindawi. 

My speciality is training women for senior roles in the 
politics and public life of their countries because for 
many years rt has been my profound belief that all 
nauoiB would benefit greatly by the inclusion of the 
majority gender m the direction and development of 
their country and the world itself. And it should not 
continue to be assumed without question that men are 
against this progressive concept. 

When the participants in my workshops were asked to 
go out and ask people at random whether they would or 
would not vote for a woman candidate, 62 per cent SmS 
they would have no trouble or difficulty whatsoever 
voting for a woman when the elections in Jordan take 
place, m November 1997. 

Tbe endorsement of Princess Basma and the 
Jordanian National Forum for Women reenforces my 
belief that Ionian is destined to be a leader in womea- 
mto-pubhc life throughout the Middle East, heralding 
progress with stability, with a great pool of talent tocafl 
upon. 

Lesley Abdels, 
Tne Lodge Conock Manor, 
Wiltshire SN10 3QQj, 
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World Bank recommends global phase-out of leaded gasoline 


^WASHINGTON — The 
y* World Bank is calling for a 

worldwide phase-out of 
F leaded gasoline to reduce 

cl health problems such as 

- neurological damage, high 

m blood pressure and heart 

A disease linked to lead in the 

urban environment. Most of 
7«i: the 1.7 billion urban 

5 dwellers in developing 

p*. countries are now at risk 

from lead poisoning. 

‘The benefits of doing 
away with leaded gasoline 
( n- are immediate and measur- 

able, and far outweigh the 
■at: costs," says Caio Koch- 

^ Weser, managing director 

S$ of the World Bank. “1716 

conversion to unleaded 
gasoline could be carried 
Ht' out within five years if 

: s, countries commit them- 

r^,’ selves to a comprehensive 

sj phase-out programme. The 

challenge is to change the 
j, incentives to petroleum 

^ refineries and gasoline 

K users." 

* Me Koch -Weser says the 
World Bank, which has 

s - ^ spent S25 billion on urban 

' * projects since 1972, has 

taken an active role in pub- 
^ lie .education and policy 

efforts to bring about the 
t lead phase-out, especially 

) in Central and Eastern 

* Europe, Southeast Asia and 

, Latin America. 

The World Bank can help 
with the conversion by 


assisting governments in 
designing a last lead phase- 
out schedule and incentive 
policy framework: facilitat- 
ing intergovernmental 
cooperation; and brokering 
financial packages through 
loans, guarantees and 
attracting private invest- 
ments. 

“Children will be the 
greatest beneficiaries of a 
global phase out of leaded 
gasoline," explains Mr. 
Koch-Weser. Tt is this age 
group who suffers lifetime 
disabilities caused by early 
exposure to lead, such as 
learning disabilities, bear- 
ing loss, reduced attention 
spans, behavioural abnor- 
malities and a drop of sev- 
eral points in IQ.** 

In developing countries, 
all urban children under 2 
years of age and more than 
80 per cent of those 
between the ages of 3 and 5 
are suspected to have blood 
lead levels exceeding health 
standards set by the World 
Health Organisation. About 
15 to 18 million children in 
these countries may suffer 
permanent brain damage 
due to lead poisoning. 

Leaded gasoline causes 
about 90 per cent of air- 
borne lead pollution in 
cities. The remaining 10 per 
cent comes from factories 
and power plants. Other 
sources of lead exposure 


include lead pipes or lead- 
based solders in water sup- 
ply systems, lead-based 
paint and ceramics. 

Using unleaded gasoline 
makes sense. Countries can 
save five to 10 times the 
cost of converting to 
unleaded gas in health and 
economic savings, the 
World Bank says. The Unit- 
ed Slates saved more than 
$10 for every SI it invested 
in the conversion due to 
reduced health costs, sav- 
ings on engine maintenance 
aid improved fuel efficien- 
cy. 

lea de d gasoline, because 
it contains lead salts and 
halogen acids causes 
greater corrosion of auto- 
mobile exhaust systems and 
requires more frequent oil 
and spark plug changes. 
According to U.S. studies, 
switching from leaded to 
unleaded gasoline may 
increase engine life by as 
much as 150 per cent. 

Shifting from the produc- 
tion of leaded to unleaded 
gasoline is technically sim- 
ple. Modem refineries do 
not need to make extensive 
investments. Old refineries, 
however, often have obso- 
lete technology that cannot 
produce unleaded gasoline. 
Many of these refineries 
run at a loss and should be 
either modernised or closed 


down. A successful lead 
phase-out programme 
depends on whether these 
difficult measures are 
taken. 

Refinery modifications 
necessary to phase out lead 
typically pay for them- 
selves in terms of improved 
productivity and profitabili- 
ty. If governments allow 
refineries to earn a reason- 
able return on their invest- 
ment financing is usually 
available from commercial 
sources. This requires 
appropriate price, tax and 
import policies. The cost of 
phasing out lead from gaso- 
line is about $0.02 per litre, 
or some 50.07 per gallon, 
declining over time. 

Government policies can 
smooth the conversion to 
unleaded fuels by pricing 
unleaded gasoline cheaper 
than leaded to encourage its 
wider use, and educating 
the public on the economic 
and health benefits of using 
unleaded gasoline. 

“Much of the reason that 
unleaded gas is not used 
universally is the belief that 
you must have an expensive 
catalytic converter in each 
car in order to use this 
fiiel.” explains Ismail Ser- 
ageldin, the World Bank's 
vice president for Environ- 
mentally Sustainable 
Development. “That is sim- 
ply wrong — cars can run 


on unleaded gas without the 
converter, and only some 
older models need fabricat- 
ing additives." 

Contrary to some claims, 
unleaded gasoline need not 
contain higher amounts of 
benzene — a known car- 
cinogen — than leaded gas 
if fuel specifications are 
property set. The exposure 
to benzene from gasoline 
mainly comes from evapo- 
ration of gasoline fumes, 
which occur with or with- 
out catalytic converters. 
The use of unleaded gaso- 
line without catalytic con- 
veners therefore seed not 
increase health risks. Ben- 
zene evaporation should be 
controlled in all cases. 

Health risks 

Lead is a heavy metal that 
has long been known as a 
neurotoxin, a substance that 
adversely affects the ner- 
vous system even at low 
levels of exposure. Recent 
studies indicate that no safe 
level of lead exists. 

Children are especially 
susceptible to lead because 
their digestive systems have 
fust absorption rates for 
heavy metals. Because lead 
panicles settle on surfaces, 
children ingest contaminat- 
ed dust and soil simply by 
putting their fingers in their 
mouths or by chewing on 


contaminated toys. Poor 
children are most at risk 
because malnourishment or 
physical stress intensifies 
disabilities caused by lead 
absorption. For adults, even 
low levels of lead absorp- 
tion — occurring usually 
through inhalation — caus- 
es hypertension, blood 
pressure and heart disease. 

The cities where people 
are believed to be most 
exposed to high lead levels 
are: Algiers. Algeria: Cairo, 
Eg>;pt; Cape Town. South 
Africa; Hong Kong; Jakar- 
ta. Indonesia; Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia; Karachi, Pakistan; 
Lagos, Nigeria; Lima, Peru; 
Mexico City, Mexico; and 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

In Bangkok excessive 
exposure to lead caused 
200.000-500,000 cases of 
hypertension, resulting in 
some 400 deaths per year in 
the late 19S0s. Jakarta has 
1 30,000 cases of hyperten- 
sion each year due to lead. 
In Cairo, more than 800 
infants die annually due to 
their mothers* exposure to 
lead. 

Lead contamination and 
exposure in cities is typical- 
ly three to four times higher 
than in the suburbs and 10 
times higher than in rural 
areas. For example, in the 
mid-1980s, children living 
in the centre of Budapest 
had blood lead levels of 


Dialogue, not bullets and explosives, can end differences - King Hussein 


(Continued from page 1) 


terrorism to achieve political 
goals. 

The King was also 
unequivocal in expressing 
determination to pursue the 
peace process and to protect 
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since the launching of 
Madrid Conference in 1991. 

"We h3ve opted for peace 
as a strategic choice.” said 
the King. "We intend to 
preserve our achievements, 
lo consolidate them and to 
enhance them. We shall not 
jeturn to the starting point, 
;, 'but'. we shall forge ahead." ’ 
fai«3T the KingTwho strewed ‘ 
that Jordan was determined to 
preserve peace in its spirit 
and substance, "not only in 
form, the goal not the 
means." 

The King said peace has 
the two dimensions of the 
peace process which means 
negotiations and proposals 
and the second is the 
realisation of real peace 
whose objective are 
stability. growth, 
f development and prosperity. 

"This necessarily means 
that we refuse lo let the peace 
process continue forever if 
this ’ implies that 
negotiations become in 
themselves the objective for 
the achievement of goals far 
removed from peace." he 
said. 

The King said the 
Palestinian problem is the 
essence of the conflict, and 
without a solution to it peace 
cannot be comprehensive. 

"(Peace) cannot be just 
unless it secures the 
legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people on their 
national soil, under their 
legitimate leadership which 
was elected by free ballot." 
King Hussein said. 

The King said peace must 
also include the return to 
.Syria of its territories that 
were occupied after June 4, 
1967 as stated in Security 
Council Resolution 242 and 
the return to Lebanon of its 
occupied land and 
sovereignty as called for in 
Resolution 425. 

"The - most recent 
developments in the region 
must not lead us to panic, 
which would reflect unduly 
our position. Duty calls upon 
us to reconfirm what all the 
recent Arab positions 
asserted, the call for a just 
and comprehensive peace as 
a strategic choice, and the 
inadmissibility of going 
back or relinquishing what 

has been achieved." King 
Hussein said- 

"In this quest, we must 
.seek to enlarge the areas of 
agreement by our common 
will, so chat wc can be an 
effective force. We must be 
such, or we shall not be at 
all." the King told the 
summit. 

The King said that the 
preservation of the territorial 
unitv of Iraq was a duty that 
must be fulfilled diligently. 

He said Arabs must work 
together to alleviate the 


suffering and agony of the 
Iraqi people and to enable 
Iraq to resume its rightful 
place in the Arab World 
within the context of Arab 
and international legitimacy. 

- The King also expressed 
solidarity with Yemen and 
the United Arab Emirates and 
belief in the need to resolve 
disputes through peaceful 
means. 

"Wc also stand in with 
force in support of the 
security, stability, and 
independence of Bahrain as 
well as the efforts of the . 
■Algerian leadership to 
achieve national 
reconciliation and 
responsible democracy," 
King Hussein told the 
summit. 

Following is Lbe full text 
of the King's speech: 

Yonr -Excellency, our 
brother. President Moham- 
mad Hosnl Mubarak, Dear 
brothers, 

I extend to you all an Arab 
greeting. 

This, by the grace of God, is 
the summit of good and suc- 
cess. It unites us on the cher- 
ished land of Egypt, at the 
invitation of its president and 
leader, our brother Moham- 
mad Hosni Mubarak. It un- 
ites us, as per the kind invita- 
tion at summit level, where 
matters axe discussed in a 
Spirit of brotherhood, amity, 
and candour, and where de- 
bates take place objectively 
and with a sincere will to 
crystallise a common outlook 
that embodies convergence 
of opinions and outlooks, in 
order to develop the common 
Arab will necessary to pro- 
tect Arab rights. 

On this basis, brothers, 
and in this spirit, we accepted 
the invitation, as we have - 
every time in ihe past, hoping 
that this conference will suc- 
ceed in rising to the level of 
our responsibilities, to fulfill 
our duty to our Arab Nation, 
our people, and our future 
generations. As fop Egypt, it 
is m the heart and conscience 
of all Arabs. It was at the 
vanguard of the Arab strug- 
gle and sacrifice. It gave of 
the blood of its sons, and of 
their aspiration to a life in 
prosperity, security, and sta- 
bility, in embodiment of lead- 
ership and the pioneering 
spirit in our nation. It was at 
the forefront in the field of 
battle, as it was the spear- 
head in the quest for peace. 
Brothers, 

We have stated that the 
state of the Arab World to- 
day is relatively better than it 
was in the Tecent past. Yet, it 
is still characterised by frus- 
tration. The Arab state of 
affaire is still governed by 
resignation, which prevents 
us from moving to a state 
characterised by courage, ob- ■ 
jectivity, and realism, where 
we hold ourselves and others 
accountable by the same 
standards, where we learn 
the lessons of the past, where 
we develop our ability for 
calm reasoning and deeper 
understanding, and where we 


acknowledge the errors and moves their causes, and pre- 
shortcomings of Arab current vents them from intensifying 
reality, as well as the failure and expanding. We have a 

of many ideas and slogans, good precedent to follow in 

At present we ignore objec- the wise course of action that 
live reality, and the pressing was agreed and pursued by 

demands of the future. We the Kingdom of Saudi Ara- 

defend that which is worthy bia. the Republic of Yemen 
of criticism. We have no pow- and the Slate of Qatar. We 

er save against one another. hope that this will set a prece- 

This has given rise to suspi- dent for solving all border 

dons and fears. It has caused disputes between our states, 

some to replace civilised in the same spirit of responsi- 

brotherly dialogue by the ex- bility, realism, and Arab Isla- 
port of nefarious attempts, mic brotherhood, 
that kill the slightest hope of Today more than ever, the 
restoring real Arab solidarity Arab Nation needs clarity of 
based on firm foundations of vision and purpose. It would 
clarity of intentions, and be wise to call things by their 
goodwill. proper names. Hence our re- 

Since-its birth. Jordan has ference to terrorism and vio- 

de voted itself to this nation. lence: the opposites of peace 

It has been nothing but a and stability. Hence our call 

protector of Arab territories to make peace our objective, 

and interests, and a defender and to make its development 

of the Arab cause. It will and enhancement our mot- 

continue, God willing, to call tos. The Arab people have 

in sincerity and good faith, on long suffered from dissension 

Arabs to build bridges of and strife. They have been 

trust and solidarity among deprived of peace and secur- 

themselves. This will always ity for long, dark decades, 

be Jordan’s course, because They deserve that we, their 

the call for Arab solidarity leaders, should have the fear 

emanates from the conscien- of God in our hearts as we 

ce of Jordan and its people. It rule. We must shun disputes, 

reflects Jordan's face, its We must work together in 

pulse, and its inner being. It good faith and self denial, 

mirrors Jordan’s constant and we must put the past 

care for the nation. It embo- behind us. We must forget 

dies Jordan's message, and its and forgive, for the good of 

noble Arab nationalist princi- our nation, and to secure for 

pies. Experience has taught it a better future and a re- 
us that slogans are not an spectable place among na- 

adequate substitute for ac- tions. We live in a world that 

tion. Words that bear a hid- moves forward. It does not 

den meaning, different from wait for the hesitant. It has 

that which they communi- no place for the doubters and 

cate, do not lay good founda- those that sow doubt. As we 

tions of trust, on which io express our appreciation to 

build healthy solidarity. Egypt for its leadership and 

Solidarity should not be a its pioneering role in the 
seasonal demand, when the quest for peace, we recall 
call for it serves the interest that its perceptive ness in test- 

of one party and not another. ing Israel’s desire for peace 

We maintain that every Arab was successful, and the will 
staate has the right to seek for peace was consolidated 
protection in a united Arab despite all the challenges and 
stand; but we deny any state dangers, the most dangerous 
the right to protect the forces of which was the invasion of 
of evil and terrorism, that Lebanon in 1982. 
seek to achieve their designs The effective weapon 
at times under the guise of against this danger was peace 

religion, and at others under which Egypt bad achieved 

the pretext of ideology. If we with Israel, and no other 

want Arab solidarity to be weapon, whether in the coun- 
true m word and deed, we tries surrounding Israel, or 
must recall the courageous on Lebanon's territory, 
and responsible initiative of We believe that peace has 
the president and leader of two principal dimensions: 
Egypt in holding the summit The first is the peace process, 
of Sharm A1 Sheikh. That consisting of negotiations, ex- 
summit addressed the peace changes of proposals, further 
process and the question of negotiations, and so on. 
terrorism. It emphasised the The second dimension is 
need to fight terrorism, re- the realisation of real peace, 
gardless of the identity of its and the achievement of its 
perpetrators and victims, or objectives that are stability, 
its alleged objectives. Ulti- growth, development, and 
mately. terrorism destroys prosperity. This necessarily 
both the aggressor and the means that we refuse to let 
victim in equal measure. In the peace process continue 
particular, we must confront forever, if this implies that 
the problem of cross-border negotiations become in them- 
terrorism. through conde- selves the objective for the 
mnation. pursuit, and achievement of goals far re- 
through the liquidation of all moved from peace, 
pockets of terrorism, where- Brothers, 
ver their dens may be. what- We have opted for peace as 
ever may be their principles, a strategic choice. From the 
and whoever may be their beginning, everyone realised 
organisers or victims, that negotiations would not 

be simple, but arduous and 
Brothers, complicated. The Madrid 

Ordinary Arab have paid conference was the only one 
dearly for discord and con- . that made progress out of the 


flict among brothers. They 
expect this summit io create a 
mechanism that curbs con- 
flicts and border disputes, re- 


scores of initiatives since 1967 
and the Rogers Plan. There- 
fore we held on to the peace 
process that started in Mad- 


rid. and we were eager to let 
it progress and succeed. Our 
conviction grew that this pro- 
cess was the only available 
option; that it was the only 
possible means to bring the 
conflict to a just and lasting 
solution that can endure. 
Here we intend to preserve 
our achievements, to consoli- 
date them, and to enhance 
them. We shall not return to 
the starting point, but we 
shall forge ahead. We also 
mean to preserve peace in its 
sprint and substance, not only 
its form — the goal, not the 
means. Our conviction is 
reinforced everyday that the 
Palestinian question ' is the 
essence of the conflict. With- 
out a solution to (his prob- 
lem, peace cannot be com- 
prehensive. It cannot be just 
unless it secures the legiti- 
mate rights of the Palestinian 
people on their national soil, 
under their legitimate lead- 
ership, which was elected by 
a free direct ballot. 

Peace must also include the 
return to Syria of its territor- 
ies that were occupied after 
June 4, 1967, as stated in 
Security Council Resolution 
242, and the return to Leba- 
non of its sovereignty and 
rights on its territories, so 
that it may stay as it has 
always been, a hub of civilisa- 
tion, and an independent 
sovereign state, as contem- 
plated in Security Council 
Resolution 425. 

Brothers, 

The most recent develop- 
ments in the region must not 
lead us to panic, which would 
reflect unduly our position. 
Duty calls upon us to recon- 
firm what all the recent Arab 
positions asserted, the call for 
“a just and comprehensive 
peace as a strategic choice, 
and the inadmissibility of 
going back or relinquishing 
what has been achieved.” In 
this quest, we must seek to 
enlarge the areas of agree- 
ment by our common will, so 
that we can be an effective 
force. We must be such, or 
we shall not be at all. We 
must consolidate our policies 
individually and collectively. 
We must keep our economic 
and human relations neutral, 
and distant from our political 
disputes. We recall and we 
reiterate the call that we 
made at the Amman summit, 
which was to adopt plans of 
action that are compatible 
with the scale of Arab re- 
sources. We must apply the 
best formulae and rules to 
exploit Arab resources and 
potential, and to use them for 
the good of the whole Arab 
Nation, in an economic unity 
that removes barriers from 
the path of inter-Arab trade. 

The League of Arab 
States, is the platform that 
unites all Arabs. It is called 
upon to fulfill its mandate of 
uniting Arab positions and 
serving their interests, as be- 
fits the bonds of true brother- 
hood that links us. The 
league is ourselves. It is 
strong by virtue of the 
strength, perception, good- 
will, and clarity that we invest 
in it. 

This summit is a test of our 
intentions and our wilt, 
which, we have no doubt, 
should be aware of the mag- 


nitude of the challenge be- 
fore us. Our intentions must 
be true and sincere, to build 
confidence, and lay the cor- 
rect foundations of mutual 
respect and protection by 
each brother of his brother, 
not to say from his own 
brothers. We must work 
together, joining our forces 
and resources, in a major 
united effort, to restore to 
this nation its respect, to save 
the joint Arab efforts, and 
consolidate them in all fields. 
This way we shall prove to 
the world the truth of our 
words when we state that 
peace is our strategic choice, 
and that we stand together to 
fulfill our obligations towards 
this end, in order to realise 
the noble objectives of re- 
turning to each his rights, and 
consolidating security and 
stability in the region, in the 
context of a just, comprehen- 
sive, and lasting peace. 
Brothers, 

The preservation of the 
territorial unity of Iraq, is a 
duty that we must fulfill 
diligently. We must work 
together to alleviate the suf- 
fering and agony of the peo- 
ple of Iraq. We must enable 
that country to resume its 
rightful place in its Arab en- 
vironment. within the context 


24.4 mg/dl (micrognunmes 
per decilitre) — three antes 
higher than the 7.6 mg/dl 
average for suburban chil- 
dren. the result is that chil- 
dren living in the inner 
cities may suffer as much as 
a four-point IQ loss com- 
pared to those in the sub- 
urbs. 

When leaded gasoline 
was banned in the United 
States. lead exposure dissi- 
pated quickly. In 1976. 
when leaded gas was still 
used extensively, the aver- 
age blood lead level for 
Americans was 1 6 mg/dl; in 
1980. it dropped to around 
10 mg/dl: today the level is 
less than 3 mg/dl. 

Leaded gas use 
increasing 

Because of soaring 
increases in automobile use 
worldwide, the problems 
will only worsen if leaded 
gas continues to be used. In 
1990, there were some 51.S 
million curs and trucks 
worldwide. By 2010 that 
number will grow to 816 
million, with most of the 
growth occurring in devel- 
oping countries and Central 
and Eastern Europe. 

Not only is automobile 
use increasing in develop- 
ing world cities, but 
because urban populations 
typically have higher con- 


of Arab and international 
legitimacy. We also declare 
our full support of the Arab 
position on the questions 
concerning the islands of the 
United Arab Emirates, and 
Yemen. We believe in the 
need to solve these disputes 
through negotiations and 
peaceful means. Wc also 
stand with force in support of 
the security, stability, and in- 
dependence of Bahrain, as 
well as the efforts of the 
elected Algerian leadership 
to achieve national recon- 
ciliation and responsible 
democracy. 

We repeat one more time 
that provocation, intimida- 
tion. and interference in the 
affairs of others attract 
dangerous reactions. The 
policy of employing terrorism 
in all directions will only cre- 
ate enemies on all fronts. 
When we emphasise the need 
to develop relations with 
others, we equally stress that 
these relations must be 
guided by mutual respect, 
committed to non- 
interference. characterised 
by good neighbourliness, and 
distinguished by nobility of 
spirit. Our relations must un- 
ite, not disperse; protect, not 
squander; and build, not des- 
troy. Our dialogue must be 


cemraiions, larger numbers' 
of people are being exposed 
to deadly lead pollution. 
Today. 1.7 billion people 
live in these cities — by 
2025 the global urban pop- 
ulation will double to 4 bil- 
lion. 

Several countries have 
banned ail leaded gasoline, 
including Austria. Brazil, 
C a n ada, Colombia. Japan. 
Sweden, Slovakia and the 
United States. With World 
Bank support, fhailond 
banned lead gasoline in 
1995 after converting its 
petroleum production to 
unleaded fiiel. 

In many pans of the 
world, however, lead addi- 
tives are still used in alarm- 
ingly Jorge quantities in 
gasoline. In Africa, only- 
high lead content gasoline 
is used — in some cases as 
high as !LS grummes/litre 
— more than twice the 
level that the United States 
allowed in the 19?(K. In 
many pans of the Middle 
East. Asia. Latin .America 
-and Eastern Europe, high 
lead content gasoline is the 
standard, with only limited 
quantities of unleaded gaso- 
line used. 

The World Bank 


conducted with words, not 
with bullets and explosives. 
Terrorism is condemned in 
all its forms. There is no 
terrorism tii.it is accept sHc 
and another that is unaccepi 
able. There is no tesronsn: 
(hat is legitimate and anothei 
that is illegitimate. 

Finally, brother?., !ei :.t . .. 
ter this new phase that re- 
quires of us awareness, and 
wisdom. Let us work diligent- 
ly and sincerely, to gam the 
confidence of one another, 
and of others, in the context 
of our concern to achieve 
solidarity, and to consolidate 
dialogue. Let us proceed with 
certaintydnd flexibility to the 
state for which we hope, not 
that which ‘.prevails now. 

Let us achieve peace 
among one another, as we 
seek to achieve it with others. 
•‘God, let not our hearts go 
astray after You have guided 
us. and' grant us of Your 
mercy, for You are the most 
munificent." 

God, You are peace, from 
You comes peace, and unto 
You it shall return. You who 
are hallowed and revered. 

"And the last of their 
prayers is to thank God. the 
creator of all people.” 

May God’s peace and bles- 
sings be with you. 


Mubarak sets tone for Arab approach 


(Continued from page I) 

occupied Arab territories, 
and recognition of Palesti- 
nian political rights including 
the establishment of an inde- 
pendent state- 

3. ll is unacceptable that 
any party tries to destroy this 
legal framework, which has 
constituted the basis on 
which peace talks have been 
carried out since the Madrid 
conference. 

4. No puny can choose not 

to tackle certain subjects. All 
are committed to negotiate 
the issues set out by the 
Madrid conference — namely 
the status of the West Bank 
including East Jerusalem, 
and the Gaza Strip. 

5. All parties must imple- 
ment accurately and honestly 
the agreements already 
reached, otherwise confi- 
dence in the peace process 
will he shattered. 


n Arab stales have 
avoided resorting to threats 
and imposing tail accontphs. 
and Israel must do likewise. 

“ Security can only he 
guaranteed by the achieve- 
ment ot a |ust and compre- 
hensive peace settlement. 
Security cannot tv achieved 
by occupying land, ignoring 
other's rights, amung tor re- 
gional hegemony or accumu- 
lating weapons o| mass des- 
truction. 

“It is unacceptable tor any 
party to seek, by words or 
deeds, to destroy this legal 
tact. It is a framework within 
which all parties are commu- 
ted to work." Mr. Muharak 

said. 

"We invite the new Israeli 
government to collaborate 
with us in pursue the peace 
process without any hesita- 
tion and to prove its commit- 
ment to a real peace agree- 


ment agiced upon hv the 
■ liter national community ." 
he said 

Mr. Mubarak dcsciihcd 
the Arab summit as a "sum- 
mit »M peace and sohdanlv." 

"It is needless to stress that 
peace to the Arab Nation is 
ait malic liable strategic 
goal.” he said. 

"Our peace option is that 
ol one who is capable and 
coni idem, and noi an option 
ol the oppressed who has no 
other alternative " 

Mr. Mubarak warned; "It 
anv p.my allows iisell lo 
choose what to negotiate and 
what not. this means that the 
other parties have the same 
righi which reverts the peace 
process to the zero point or 
rather totally destroys it “ 
He stressed that Arab 
countries had never sought lo 
threaten Israel or impose a 
fail accompli m peace talks. 


Middle East conflict drives youth insane 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
defence attorney said his 
client killed two women and 
wounded three other people 
in the head during, a 24-hour 
hijacking. But he asked a 
jury for acquittal Friday, 
saying the gunman had been 
driven insane by Middle East 
conflict. 

Constant violence, 
blistering political rhetoric 
and idealism shattered by 
Arab infighting turned a 
sensitive Palestinian youth 
into the man who 
commandeered Egyptair 648 
shortly after takeoff from 
Athens, Greece, on Nov. 23, 
1985. public defender Robert 
Tucker said. 


“He did do it. He was at 
the end of a period of suicidal 
dgspair and incredible 
depression." Mr. Tucker said 
during his opening 
statement in the trial of 
Omar Mohammed Ali Razaq. 
"He was just on automatic. 
He no longer had the mental 
capability of making a 
distinction" between right 
and wrong. 

Tucker said Mr. Razaq, 
who was born in Lebanon 
and grew* up under Israeli 
occupation in the West 
Bank, "snapped" because of 
post traumatic stress 
syndrome. 

Mr. Razaq is being tried 
in federal court on a single 


count of air piracy. A 
conviction could send him to 
prison for life. 

In all, bn people died 
during the incident, 
including two of the three 
hijackers. Most passengers 
were killed when Egyptian 
commandos stormed the 
plane and an explosion .went 
oft as the aircraft sat on a 
runway on the island of 
Mjlta. 

Jackie Pflug of 
Minneapolis, who was shot 
in the head at point blank 
range, will be one of nine 
eyewitnesses to testify, 
assistant U.S. Attorney 
Joseph Valder said during his 
opening statement. 


8 Economy 

Higher oil prices boost Kuwait economy 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP)— 
Kuwait's economy grew 
strongly in 1995 boosted by 
higher oil prices and 
showed a sharp improve- 
ment on its 1994 perfor- 
mance. according to official 
figures . 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) at current prices rose 
eight per cent in 1995 to 
7.9523 million dinars 
($26396 million), com- 
pared with 7,349.1 million 
dinars ($24,579 million ) in 
1994, according to Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) fig- 


ures published by die offi- 
cial news agency KUNA. 

This is a sharp improve- 
ment on 1994, when the 
growth rate at current prices 
was little more than one per 
cent. 

However, the rise does not 
reflect the real growth in the 
economy because it does 
not take into account infla- 
tion. The real growth rate 
for 1995. taking inflation 
into account. wiU be lower 
than eight per cent. 

The oil sector’s contribu- 
tion rose by almost II per 


cent in 1995 to 3,136.8 mil- 
lion dinars ($10,491 mil- 
lion). compared with 
2,829.5 million dinars 
($9,463 million), the CSO, a 
department of the planning 
ministry, said. Kuwait pro- 
duces some two million bar- 
rels of oil a day, which is the 
main source of government 
revenues. A rise in oil prices 
in 1995 and the first half of 
1 996 has given a boost to all 
oil-dependent economies of 
the Gulf. 

The CSO also released 
other figures that reflected 


the revival in economic 
activity during 1995. 

Consumer spending by 
the public sector rose five 
per cent last year to 2.628.4 
million dinars ($8,791 mil- 
lion), compared with 
2303.5 million dinars 
($8,373 million) in 1994. 

While consumer spending 
by the private sector rose 28 
per cent in 1995 to 3,892.6 
million dinars ($13,019 mil- 
lion), compared with 
3,044.7 million dinars 
($10,183 million ) a year 
earlier. 


Time will be the test for the euro, hankers say 

SYDNEY (AFP) — The sin- 
gle European currency will 
come into effect as planned 
on Jan. I, 1999, but only 
time will reveal its durabili- 
ty on the international mon- 
etary scene, major bankers 
have said. 

There has been an appre- 
ciable change in perceptions 
surrounding the credibility 
of the process leading to the 
birth of the single European 
currency by the heads of 
major European and 
American banks. 

It reflects the evolution 
observed over past months 
on capita] markets as much 
as the need to be technially 
ready to use this new mone- 
tary instrument when the 
time comes. 

According to participants 
interviewed by AFP, 

Federal Reserve bank 
Chairman Alan Greenspan, 
participating via satellite 
link gave a conditional wel- 


come to the new currency. 

Economically speaking, 
the euro, as it will be 
known, has the capacity to 
become one of the major 
reserve currencies, on a par 
with the dollar and yen, 
explained Mr. Greenspan. 

But in practice, it wlLI take 
several years to show 
whether the currency will 
benefit from a stability and 
credibility equal to or better 
than the national currencies 
it is replacing, notably the 
German mark. 

'The euro wiU be bom on 
the planned date but the 
question to W answered is 
whether its creation will 
endure,” said an American 
banker, who cited the prece- 
dent of a brief experience 
with the return to the gold 
standard in Britain after 
World War 1. But he said 
his bank, with a strong pres- 
ence in Europe, was making 
technical preparations for 


the euro’s launch. 

“The euro will begin func- 
tioning on the first of 
January 1999, with six or 
seven countries,” the head 
of a major German bank 
affirmed. He underlined the 
political nature of the 
process and in consequence 
the acceptance of a degree 
of flexibility in applying the 
convergence criteria. 

He speculated that “if the 
United Kingdom satisfies 
different criteria and 
decides to enter the process 
from the beginning, there 
will be a political decision 
not to impose on it the rule 
regarding two years' prior 
involvement in the 
exchange mechanism of die 
European monetary sys- 
tem.” 

According to the chair- 
man of the board of one of 
the principal English bank- 
ing groups, the problem was 
simple: “We know the deci- 


sions were and will be made 
elsewhere, that’s to say in 
Germany and France. The 
only question we need to 
know is whether we will 
join the process or not.” 

But even in London tech- 
nical preparations are under 
way. As Europe's primary 
financial centre, the city 
clearly cannot remain aloof 
from the pending competi- 
tion to deal in euro futures 
operations, in particular the 
bond market. 

“The outstanding question 
still to be answered is 
whether there has been a 
real change in sentiment 
about the euro or if the need 
to be ready for its debut is 
already influencing people’s 
perceptions.” said a top 
French banker known for 
his skepticism over both the 
timetable and methods dic- 
tated by the Maastricht 
treaty. 


Rubin says U.S. growth increases capacity for G-7 leadership 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Treasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin said Thursday the 
recent performance of the 
U.S. economy has boosted 
Washington's capacity to 
provide leadership on glob- 
al economic issues. 

‘Today, in contrast to five 
years ago. America is back 
as the international econom- 
ic power, healthy . and 
stating," Mr. Rubin said in a 
speech at the.ftfoaoaal Press 
Club billed a&an£utIook on 
next week's G-7 meeting in 
Lyon. France. 

“We've had a sea-change 
improvement in our econo- 
my, which is not only 
important in itself, but has 
dramatically increased our 
capacity to provide leader- 
ship in the world on interna- 
tional economic issues.” 

The treasury secretary 
added that “as Americans' 


economic prospects and 
security interests are 
increasingly bound up in the 
success of die global econo- 
my. we must remain vigilant 
against those forces of iso- 
lation, protectionism and 
retreat that would pull us 
back from the world.” 

Mr. Rubin said the G-7 is 
putting in place the broad 
elements of- the strategy . to. 
retool the. World . B ank and 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) that were 
agreed to at the previous G- 
7 summit in Halifax. 
Canada, last year. 

He said the IMF has been 
strengthened to prevent 
future financial crises and 
has put in place a set of 
strong disclosure standards. 
There is also agreement 
among the G-7 on proposals 
to increase the IMF s 
resources. 


In addition, the interna- 
tional regulatory communi- 
ty has agreed on ways to 
enhance regulatory cooper- 
ation, he said. The G-7 is 
also “working to strengthen 
banking systems in emerg- 
ing markets to reduce one 
potential source of future 
crises.” Mr. Rubin said. 

‘Together, these changes 
.will make the U ; S. economy 
:arid the international finan- 
cial systeifrittoi^ resistant to 
crises, and they will fiefp 
see that the United States 
does not bear a dispropor- 
tionate share of the financial 
responsibility for dealing 
with crises,” Mr. Rubin 
said. 

Mr. Rubin said a strong 
dollar is “very important to 
the United States" and that 
the U.S. “will not use the 
dollar as an instrument of 
trade policy.” 


He said that, over time, 
currencies reflect funda- 
mentals and that, right now. 
“our fundamentals are on 
the right path and in good 
shape.” 

Mr. Rubin said the U.S. 
supports selling a portion of 
the IMF gold reserves to 
create a fund to reduce the 
debt of the world's poorest 
countries. . 
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Asian dragons face more moderate growth OECD 

- - f T r_ I Cantor 11 HM 1 


PARIS ( AFP) — The six 
“Asian dragons" will 
remain a key source of 
buoyant growth outside the 
OECD area this year and 
next, although they may 
expand at a somewhat more ' 
moderate pace, the OECD 
has said. 

The relative slowdown 
follows monetary tightening 
from late 1994 to cope with 
domestic overheating and 
inflation pressures, and the 
impact of currency appreci- 
ation against the yen, which 
hurt their competitive posi- 
tion, it said. 

The Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) fore- 
saw average growth of 6.4 
per cent this year for the 
dynamic Asian economies 
tDAEs) — Korea. Chinese 
Taipei, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Thailand and 
Malaysia. 

This would be markedly 
weaker than their 1995 per- 
formance of just under eight 
per cent, although still over 
three times faster than the 
2.1 per cent growth rate pro- 
jected for the OECD area 
this year. 

And a moderate accelera- 
tion of expansion in the 
DAEs is likely in 1997 as 
the effects of the recent 
appreciation wane, the 


OECD said in its half-year- 
ly economic outlook. 

The report said Korea. 
Singapore and Chinese 
Taipei could be worst hit by 
a deceleration in growth this 
year. 

Korea was likely to face a 
slowdown from nine per 
cent last year to just under 
seven per cent in 1996. 
which could be seen as a 
“soft landing” as inflation 
was coming down, it said. 

In Chinese Taipei, grow- 
ing political uncertainty and 
tensions with China earlier 
this year hit confidence and 
activity, and growth could 
dip, but recover to 53 per 
cent in 1997. 

The “orderly reversal” of 
the dollar’s early 1995 
plunge against the yen, 
combined with an anti- 
inflation tight money set- 
ting, has complicated the 
exchange-rate management 
of some DAEs, the OECD 
said. 

Where monetary tighten- 
ing entailed higher interest 
rates, this has attracted 
short-term capital inflows 
and triggered upward pres- 
sure on exchange rates, 
harming exports, the OECD 
said. 

OECD analysts warned 
that “a common uncertain- 
ty” facing the DAEs over 


the near term was therefore 
“the extent to which there 
may be further upward pres- 
sure on the real exchange 
rate." 

Any “significant" further 
appreciation would imply 
that “net exports in the 
region could be substantial- 
ly lower in the short term, 
and the current account 
deficit., significantly larg- 
er.” the report said. 

Upward pressure might be 
intensified if interest rate 
spreads were to widen as a 
result of lower OECD rates 
— which might happen if 
OECD countries made more 
headway in cutting budget 
deficits. 

An OECD computer sim- 
ulation showed that an 
assumed 10 per cent further 
appreciation of the curren- 
cies of Chinese Taipei, 
Hong Kong, Korea and 
Singapore against a basket 
of OECD currencies could 
boost import growth by up 
to three per cent annually 
over two years and cut their 
exports by up to 3.9 per 
cent 

This could boost the 
DAEs' current account 
deficit from $7.0 billion to 
$35 billion by the third year, 
according to this scenario, 
indicating that OECD coun- 
tries, in particular Japan and 


the United States, would 
gain significantly from such 
a development. 

The report said the current 
slowing of economic activi- 
ty should help ease recent 
tightness in DAE labour 
markets and so contribute to. 
some deceleration,- in infla- 
tion rates, to less than five 
per cent on average. 

The six countries’ aggre- 
gate trade deficit, which 
rose sharply last year to 
nearly $16 billion, was like- 
ly to narrow to just over $13 
billion in 1997. and the cur- . 
rent account deficit should 
come down from $ 11 billion 
to $8.0 billion. 

The DAEs. the OECD 
said, were likely to see 
slower export growth this 
year, but imports were also 
likely to moderate because 
of lower domestic demand 
and a decline in imports of 
capital investment goods for 
their export-oriented indus- 
tries. 

However, it said, a recov- 
ery in Chinese import and ^ 
the expected pick-up in the * 
OECD area, including 
Japan, should partially off- 
set the loss of competitive 
edge by some of these 
economies in the wake of 
the sharp swings in the dol- 
lar-ven rate since end- 1994. 


EU leaders rebuff Santer jobs pact 


FLORENCE Italy (AFP) — 
European Union (EU) leaders 
Saturday rebuffed proposals 
from the European 
Commission to switch spare 
cash in the EU budget into 
major transport projects as part 
of a drive to cut the union’s 18- 
million jobless total. 

The proposal was the centre- 
piece of commission president 

Jacques Samer's proposed 
-confidence pact for jobs.” an 
initiative designed to promote 
EU-wide action on unemploy- 
ment and prevent economic 
gloom from derailing plans to 
create a single currency by the 
end of the century. 

An EU summir here agreed 


To "take note” of Mr. Santer's 
proposals and referred them 
back to finance ministers, 
effectively killing any chance 
they will be agreed. 

“I’m confident they will be 
considered with care there." 
British Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Kenneth Clarke 
quipped. Britain is one of six 
EU countries — with Austria. 
France. Germany, the 
Netherlands and Sweden — 
which insist that any cash not 


spent by Brussels should be 
returned to national capitals. 

Mr. Santer hit out at the atti- 
tude adopted by the member 
states, warning that the EU’s 
credibility was at stake. “We 
must give the right signal of 
our readiness to invest in our 
future.” he said, noting point- 
edly that it had taken ministers 
no rime at all to agree 1.5 bil- 
lion European Currency Units 
of aid to the beef sector. 


THE Daily Crossword by Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Piggeries 
6 Outdo 

10 Caleb sight of 

14 Opera singer. 
Marilyn 

15 Scope 

16 Mrs. Charles 

17 Leavening agent 

18 Building wings 

19 Mining car 

20 Hoards 

23 Cell constituent 

24 18-wheeler 

25 Arrived 
28 Craving 
31 Porches 

35 Work by Keats 

36 Fake 

38 Certain alloy 

39 Being evasive 

42 Northern road 

43 Ancient Greek 
covered wafts 

44 Name in hockey 

45 Bleachers 

47 Nevertheless 

48 Bills 

49 Green parrots 
51 Lend an — 

(listen) 

53 Remembering 

59 Rely 

60 Asian land 

61 Gathering place 
in old Greece 

63 Off-Broadway 
award 

64 Verbal 

65 Farm buildings 

66 Walk in water 

67 Nerve network 

68 Marsh bird 

DOWN 

1 Bashful 

2 — Ihe line 
(obeys) 

3 Asiatic country 

4 Guarantee 

5 Become 
established 

6 Boxer Max 

7 Writer Gardner 

8 Vends 

9 Dangling 
ornament 


11 

12 

13 
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Tuesday's Puzzle solved: 


10 CoRs 

11 Shore bird 

12 Beseech 

13 Sweet potato 

21 Smooth fabric 

22 Italian violins 

25 Musical endings 

26 Grownup 

27 Center of activity 

29 Omelet base 

30 Idiotic 

32 Burning crime 

33 Accustom 

34 Prophets 

36 Notebook cover 

37 Brogan 

40 IL river 

41 Consumed 
46 Tar 

48 Source 
50 Springe 
52 Gather 
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53 AH — 

54 OK town 

55 Lecher 

56 — of Capri 


57 — me tangere 

58 Fail 

59 — and arrow 
62 Enzyme suffix 
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"Order cheesecake with shrimp cocktail 
on top instead of cherries. That way yoi 
get dessert and appetizer at one price.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hwwl Arnold and Mika Argbtan 


Unscra m ble these tour AjmUes, 
one leaer to each square. io form 
lour ordinary words. 
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WHAT THE TRAF- 
FIC. OFFENPER^ 
©err IN COURT. 


Answer: 


Saturday’s 


Now arrange the ceded letters !o 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

-□cxxim 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; SCARY ROUSE HOMING PILLAR 
Answer How the man of the doth followed his diet — 
RELIGIOUSLY 


Peanuts 


WAITING /HOUMX) YOU 
FOR MY (THINK HE'S 
NEW DOS.. EVER 60IN61D 
— - -A ciun vnii*? 



D06S ARE SMART.. 
THEY CAM FIND THEIR 
UIAYAMYPLACE..THEY 
ALWAYS KW0W WHERE 
THEY ARE.. 


S 


I THINK I 
LIVE AROUND HERE 
SOMEPLACE.. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR SUN- 
DAY JUNE 23 1996 
By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll Rigltter 
Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You find that 
your ideas conflict with 
those of higher-ups so 
try to compromise. 
Endeavour to get better 
organised. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Don’t try to 
force your own ideas on 
others but keep your 
own counsel: Keep cool 
and collected and every- 
thin 2 will work out fine. 
GEfrflNI: (May 21 to 
June 21) You think you 
should have more 
respect from your mate 
jflyihis time, h^f.say little 
fcmwi soon the* situation, 
reverses to fc point of 
before 

MOON CHILDREN: ■' 
(June 22 to July 21) 
Don't get involved m 
any altercation at this 
time between a home tie 
and an outsider, and lit 
will soon be over for the 
betterment of those 
around you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get your career 
activities well-organised 
so that it flows smoothly 
and easily and you avoid 
confusion. Avoid a dis- 
cussion with a fellow 
associate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t 
disagree with a friend 
and seek whatever out- 
lets can elevate your 
spirits. Postpone some 
decision connected with 
our mate. 


Andy Capp 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 



IRA: (September 23 
to October 22) A situa- 
tion at home could be 
quite confusing if you 
permit, but be "objective 
and decide in the days 
ahead what should be-: 
completed. , 
SCORPIO: (Octpber 23 
to November 21) A 
secret concern could eas- 
ily cause you to disturb a 
bystander, if you permit. 
Get at the cause and pre- 
vent diffic ulties. 

SAGITTARnJS:(Nove 
-mber 22 to December 
21) The celestial influ- 
ence of today could lead 
you in some wrong 
direction, so take care. 
Go over your checking 
account for its accuracy. 
CAPRICORN:(Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Clarify 
your persona] wishes 
and be tactful in gaining 
them. Be tactful and afi 
will be well to the bene- 
fit of those around vou. 
AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February 19) 
Schedule your lime well 
so that you can handle 
both practical affairs and 
a good time with loved 
ones. Maintain the peace 
°f your residence. . 
PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) Hold your 
temper so that you do 
not spoil a fine relation- 
ship. A kind word ; can 
easily save the situation 
tor the betterment of 
those around. 

Birthstone 0 f jime: 
Emerald — Citrines. 
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UAE in drive to nationalise oil jobs 


5 nitc\. 
cent on 
he 
• Irailc 


noiviim 


V 

'Ul>; 


“mic 

Alness in l| ' t ° Js e 
rkei.s ;t„ d 

.. 

siv 



. del I,... d Vgit 
. - N * Wr Plv % 

' l ^"'i'in I ; 

UrrmV ^ 
“n in ]ih, 7 ,,,M »W. 

iZ< 


S '°hi||i, m 11 NW 


Dai 

"etc hL 
cr 


‘he 


f, Err 




Hit 


■ v nu.dcr :ill ^^ 

‘i ,* Nv 

'"“■’■""‘■'i Sr 


h > -- " r,t 

,n "°' m >ik- 

' z 

‘ rjri - s,l >« cnd ji^ 


HOR( >Sc *( ipr- 

skc-ast forsia 

« Jl M-. » w 

\ P. 

I , 

r- , ; ' ''M;,.- 

i March 2 1 •, 

Vn 'ind lit 

, *?V'! n " k1 •* 

!i| :-hei-u|K ^ 

, !’ “nnpnimn 

1 'T SM Kner 

ISCil 

^ S: ,V^pni :n„ 
“ n M..n i rn , f 
>"i‘i -‘’.'M idcJu, 

‘ ‘ MM Uvp \,»|r 

Ka T ; w 
•llivicil .liul c\ e |y 
Will work oil! line 

INI: >\U :i |, 

-.I ) V*n think you 
I h.i\e niitr 
i ivoj-.i jour mate 
linu*. I.Mij s.j\ lint 
l,,, i* i lie Nit'ii Jim 
* s •" Hie point i*| 

N CfiH.DRRN: 
i" Juh :i- 
gel rn\ol\od « 
iU'ic.tlhMi .it ih- 
.’I ween ;i homi-it 
i lUitNulet. tituli: 
i mi be .wet f(T if 
tent of thw 
M*ll 

Jltlv I" -\llLIK 
ef n 1*111 e.irw 
•> well « •rp.iiiisii y 
it I It iv. n siiu'i’ihb 
ll\ .111.1 V.'ll Jli*! 

, ij t N\oul .i Jir 

with .i Iclloft 

e. 

>: i \iicin -- <'• 
vi ik’ni 

with .i ineiW 
k wluteuTi'Ui 
j e'e'.ite oif 

|*i.stp.>ne "' nk ' 
eon nek ted " , l u 

|L> . V, 

iSepietnntT - 

vi 

iuMiie kOtiM tv 
Ktl iiNine it )' M 
iiit Iv obji’kii'i 

J.- IM llK- *»* 
jut nIioiiW I* 

il , i: 

( >: 1 1. VlOfcT - 

' n!lv ' : ll$- 

nei'io*iil‘ llj! 

w .,. t.-d.^; - 

1? •. . >ii pi'rm 11 
• e.iii"-’ ■ |H ^ ^ 
;iilti. % 

\ Kll S:i 
i.» IVve nf 
,i ..ml mil" 

- • 
n.MIII 

L.IH 
heeki"? 
leeiif-^ 

' |U\’i IV 1 ' 1 ' 11 . 

} * .bi-unU 

« i die 


i ABU DHABICAFP) — The 
rUnited Arab JEmiraies 
(XIAE) is seeking to nation- 
alise- jobs in its huge oil 
industry as part of a cam- 
paign to ease, dependence era 
foreigners in its civilian sec- 
tor, officials have said . 

More than 1,000 nationals 
have taken up technical jobs 
at key oil installations fol- 
lowing intensive training at 
the development and train- 
ing, centre at the Abu Dhabi 
National Oil Company 
(ADNOC), they said. 

But ADNOC, which runs 
Abu Dhabi’s energy indus- 
try, said it had plans to set 
up a bigger training centre 
to face strong demand 
caused by a rush by native 
men who are attracted by 
the high, salaries in this vital 
sector. 


Dttring the past few 
years, the centre has posi- 
tively and effectively con- 
tributed io enriching our 
petroleum facilities with 
qualified national cadres,” 
said Yusuf Omair Ibn Yusuf, 
ADNOC s director geni al 

“This ushers in a promis- 
ing future regarding our 
plans to nationalise techni- 
cal jobs in this strategic sec- 
tor and press ahead with 
projects to establish an oil 
industrial base,” he told the 
official news agency WAM. 

Mr. Yusuf, also secretary 
general of the Supreme 
Petroleum Council (SPC), 
said more than 1,000 UAE 
nationals had g raduated 
from the centre and had 
taken up what he called 
important technical posts in 
the oil sector. 


He said he hoped the other 
oil companies in Abu Dhabi 
would join ADNOC in 
increasing the number of 
local employees at their 
facilities. 

“ADNOC is planning to 
build a bigger and more 
advanced training centre to 
cope with the increasing 
number of national 
trainees ” he said. 

Like other Arab Gulf 
states, the UAE relies heav- 
ily on expatriate workers, 
who began to scream in after 
oil was struck in early 1960s 
and turned the desen coun- 
try into one of the richest 
nations. 

Foreigners account for 
nearly 90 per cent of the 

UAE’s 800,000-strong 

workforce and more than 70 
per cent of its population of 


around 2.3 million. 

But a sharp increase in 
local graduates from univer- 
sities and vocational insti- 
tutes has led authorities to 
launeb a drive to nationalise 
jobs. They were als o 
encouraged by a growing 
tendency by women to 
wock, a phenomenon that 
was virtually absent in the 
conservative region before 
the discovery of oil. 

More than half the UAE's 
labour are from such Asian 
countries as India, Pakistan. 
Sri Lanka. Bangladesh and 
the Philippines. They are 
prefered by the private sec- 
tor because they accept low 
payments. Oil industry 
sources Said expatriates still 
formed more than 70 per 
cent of the nearly 12,000 
employees in the UAE's 
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energy sector. 

Most of the foreign staff 
are based at remote oil 
fields, both onshore and off- 
shore. 

ADNOC officials said 
they were also upgrading 
studies at the training centre 
to qualify UAE nationals for 
senior jobs in the oil indus- 
try. 

“We want to provide 
nationals with high proffe- 
sional and scientific capa- 
bilities that will enable them 
to occupy responsible and 
supervising posts in the oil 
industry,” said Mohammad 
Sidhom, acting director of 
the centre. 

The UAE is the fourth 
biggest oil power in the 
world after Saudi Arabia, 
Iraq and Iran, with its crude 
reserves standing at 98 bil- 
lion barrels at the end of 
1995. It produces around 
2.16 million barrels per day 
under an OPEC-decreed 
quota but its output capacity 
is far higher. 

Officials have said they 
would pursue multi -bi [Non- 
dollar plans to expand the 
energy sector, including 
boosting the crude produc- 
tion and refining capacity', 
and setting up more gas and 
petrochemical projects. 

Thirty-nine 
per cent of 
U.S. homes 
have personal 
computers 

WASHINGTON(AFP>— 
Personal computers were a 
fixed appliance in 3S.5 per 
cent of U.S. homes in 
1 995. up five per cent from 
the year before, according 
to a study . 

“PCs have truly become a 
mass-market consumer 
product,” said Dave 
Tremblay, industry analyst 
with Computer Intelligence 
J- Infoeorp (CII>, whieh-eoa-- 
ducted the study. 

Home computer owners 
tend to have higher 
incomes, are more highly 
educated and are more like- 
ly to have children than 
people without computers. 
CII said in a statement. 

The study also said there 
was a significant jump in 
1995 in the proportion of 
first-time buyers who pur- 
chased used computers, to 
almost 30 per cent. 

CTI said the study found 
that computer ownership is 
changing to include more 
lower-income households. 
Close to one third of lower- 
income homes were 
equipped with a personal 
computer. 

The results of the study 
were more optimistic than 
most estimates of the per- 
sonal computer market, 
which predict a drop in 
sales for 1996. 
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Oman signs 
$2.6 million 
deal to 
develop 
bourse 


ABU DHABI(AFP> — 
The Gulf state of Oman 
has signed an S2.6 mil- 
lion agreement with a 
British firm to develop 
its stock market to attract 
further investment, the 
exchange's director has 
said . 

The agreement with 
the British Anderson 
Consultans covers ugra- 
ding the computer net- 
work and share-dealing 
systems at the Muscat 
exchange, setting up a 
data bank and develop- 
ing the settlement and 
clearance centre, 

Mahmoud A1 Jarwani 
told the United Arab 
Emirates daily A1 
Ittihad. 

“The project includes 
three stages. It will be 
launched next month 
and completed in two 
years,” he said.” There is 
no doubt such develop- 
ments will strengthen 
the position of the mar- 
ket on the world level." 

Bankers in the Omani 
capita] said the project 
was prompted by a surge 
in dealing in the Muscat 
Stock Exchange follow- 
ing a government deci- 
sion to allow foreigners 
to own up to 40 per cent 
of the shares of some 
trading companies. 

The decision two years 
ago was within overall 
reforms intended to 
revive the economy and 
ease reliance on unpre- 
dictable oil export earn- 
ings. The reforms also 
involve privatisations 
and improvement of the 
investment climate. 

Oman and' Bahrain are 
the only Arab Gulf states 
that have given access to 
foreigners in their bur- 
geoning financial mar- 
kets. Kuwait stopped the 
practice after the 1990 
Iraqi invasion while the 
UAE is considering 
opening the door for 
expatriates when it 

establishes a formal 

floor. 

Mr. Jarwani said 88 
banks and companies 
were trading their shares 
in the Muscat exchange, 
with a capitalisation of 
around $3.1 billion dol- 
lars. Foreigners are per- 
mitted to invest in 12 
institutions while 60 

other companies have 
given access to investors 
from the other Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) members. 
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A review of news from Ihe Arabic press 

Senior IMF official assures 
^public of dinar’s safe value 

** “THIS IS ABSOLUTELY out of question." answered 
Abdul Shakour A1 Shaalan. the IMF executive director for 
the Middle East region, when asked about “any ihoughi” 
of devaluing the Jordanian dinar. Stressing (hat all indica- 
jtors of the Jordanian economy are moving upwards and 
that exports are growing continuous!}. Dr. Shaalan empha- 
sised that: “Any devaluation of the dinar will not benefit 
the Jordanian economy.” 

Dr. Shaalan said that both the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF » and the Jordanian government want to lower 
the interest rate on the dinar because ih.u will increase the 
profitability on investments. Noting that the government 
raised ihe interest rate twice to encourage dinar-dominated 
investments and minimise investments in other currencies, 
the senior IMF official expected (he interest rate to decline 
as a result of current stability. 

He praised the performance of the Jordanian economy 
and pointed out that the Kingdom has succeeded tn reduc- 
ing indebtedness, controlling inflation below three per cent 
and raising national income by six per cent. He s.iid that 
Jordanian spending was more than the national income m 
the past white spending at present ranges between S2 10 S4 
per cent of the income with the remaining a mounts going 
to investments for further growth m the future. 

Asked about the risks of issuing j Palest im. in currency 
and the effects of such an action on the Joril.uti.in dituu. Dr 
Shaalan indicated that the bulk oi the dinars m the 
Palestinian territories flows in two directions — the offi- 
cial channel of the Palestinian Nat n mal Authority and the 
public channel in the form of currency in iitcul.iimn The 
solution for the first situation is easy as 11 could Iv agreed 
between the two parties. Dr. Shaalan said. He did not spec- 
ify the steps for the second case except to >.iy that it would 
jbe “simple and without impact” i .-M Ra*n. 

Residential construction covers 
over four million square metres 

** TOTAL AREAS licensed for residential purposes Iasi 
year covered 4.09 million square metres, .tccurding to sta- 
tistics from the Jordan Engineers Association. The total 
was 12 per cent higher than the 3 .60 million square metres 
licensed in 1994. The growth rate varied from one gover- 
noraie to another with the Amman govt-morale recording 
an II per cent growth rate compared to 221 per cent in 
Aqaba. At the govemorates of Irbid. Jerash. Ajloun and 
Tafileh. the increase was 16 per cent while at Zurqa the rise 
was 22 per cent. Negative growth was recorded at each of 
Madaba and Moan. 

The number of residential licences approved last year 
totalled 16,667, five per cent higher than the 15.913 
licences given in 1994. As they are more indicative of the 
population distribution over the Kingdom, the number of 
licences w as highest at 37 per cent of the toud in Amman-, 
home to 38 per cent of the country ’s population. In B:ilqa^ 
Karak and Maffaq the number of licences was 7.06 per 
cent, 5.08 per cent and 5.62 per cent of the total number of 
licences respectively. The population of these regions are 
6.67 per cent (BalqaJ. 4.10 per cent (Karak) and 4.32 per. 
cent (Mafraq ) of the Kingdom’s population (AI Dusiour). 
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10 Sports 


Thigh injury slows Torrence, Seles 


may mar her Olympic dream 


cruises 


ATLANTA (R) — Gwen 
Torrence's Olympic dream 
took a painful turn Friday as 
the 1992 gold medallist’s 
left thigh tightened up in her 
first 200 metres race at the 
U.S. Olympic trials. 

“My left thigh hurts really 
bad, but I'm going to gut it 
out and try to make the 
team," said Torrence, the 
Atlanta native who hopes to 
become the hometown 
heroine of next month's 
Olympics by winning three, 
maybe four gold medals. 

But she stood only 10th 
among 24 qualifiers for 
Saturday's double round of 
the 200 after easing home 
third in her preliminary race 
and noticeably favoured the 
leg during a post-race jog. 

Her agent. Brad Hunt, 
said Torrence, who won the 
trials' 100 metres in the 
year's fastest time last 
weekend, would “be all 
right.” 

“Nobody in the field can 
beat her at SO per cent” 
Hunt said. 

But Torrence, who was 
timed in 23.07 seconds, said 
the thigh really hurt when 
she raced the curve. 

“My thigh tightened in the 
100 metres, especially in the 
last 15 metres,” said 
Torrence, who had ice 
applied to the leg. “It hurts 



to final 


Decathiete Dan O’Brien clears 2.05m in the high jump during decathlon competi- 
tion at the U.S. Olympic trials June 21. O’Brien is the world record holder in the 
event (Reuters photo) 


Zundra Feagin are certain to 
make her run. Young 
clocked 22.32 seconds and 
Zundra Feagjn ran 22.35 in 
their preliminaries for the 
second and third fastest 
times in the world this year. 

World champion Michael 
Johnson and eight-time 
Olympic gold medallist 
Carl Lewis easily advanced 
through the first round of 


aggressive,” said Johnson, 
who ran a blazing first 100 
metres before easing up 
over the last 60 metres of 
the race. 

Already the trials' 400- 
metre champion, Johnson 
was timed in 20.61 seconds 
to win his race. 

He, too, hopes to earn 
multiple medals at the 
games, seeking to become 


the men's 200 metres, and the first male to win the 200 
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Wednesday made the U.S. 
i team in the loog jump and 
gained an opportunity to 
win his fourth consecutive 
Olympic gold medal in the 
event. 

“Michael Johnson is a 
great sprinter, but I can run 
with anybody,” Lewis said. 

Jeff Williams had the 
fastest qualifying time of 
the opening round, 20.10 
seconds, and 1992 Olympic 
champion Michael Marsh 
advanced in 2034. 

O’Brien, who bombed out 
of the 1992 U.S. Olympic 
trials when be failed to clear 
a height in the pole vault, 
trailed Huffins by 69 points 
in the decathlon. 

“Chris has really got to do 
some good things tomorrow 
to beat me,” said O'Brien, 
who had 4,618 points to 
Huffms’s 4,687. 

Mark Croghan won the 
men's 3,000-metre steeple- 
chase final in 8:18.80 
despite hot, humid condi- 
tions, and heptathlon world 
record-holder Jackie 
Joyner-j^ersee _ gained a 
“chance- ro make the'TJ:S.‘ 
■ 'te^^ a ^ond' event 1 "• 
Joyner-Kersee overcame a 
cramp in her left leg to 
advance to Sunday’s 
women’s long jump final, 
leaping 6.94 metres (22 
feet, 9 1/4 inches). 

“Her body is going 
through the shocks it needs 
in order to be ready for the 
Olympic games.” said her 
husband and coach, Bob 


to give away a, .vital.. break 
for 6-7 in the final self and 


Kersee. 

World 


Michael Johnson races through a turn just ahead of Michael Price (left) during their 
heat in the first round of 200m competition at the U.S. Olympic trials June 21. 
Johnson won the heat and qualified (Reuters photo) 


the worst on the turn ” 

Even without the injury, 
Torrence was going to have 
a workout Saturday with the 
quarter-finals and semifi- 
nals of the 200 within 90 
minutes. 

And Dannene Young and 


world record-holder Dan 
O’Brien appeared on course 
for an 8,700-point decathlon 
despite trailing Chris 
Huffins after the first day. 

“The most important thing 
was getting out of the 
blocks hard and being more 


and 400 metres at the same 
Olympics. 

Lewis finished second to 
little known Ramon Gay in 
20.30 seconds in an earlier 
race, but said he felt strong. 

“I’m not going to go down 
easy,” said Lewis, who 


World champion Allen 
Johnson clocked a wind- 
assisted 13.18 seconds in 
the men’s 110-metre hur- 
dles’ opening round, and 
Lynda Tolbert-Goode paced 
the women's 100-metre hur- 
dles qualifying with the 
year’s fourth fastest time, 
12.78 seconds. Worid cham- 
pion Gail Devers was next, 
winning her pre liminar y in 
12.83 seconds. 

Former world champion 
Mary Slaney crashed out of 
the women’s 1,500 metre, 
finishing eighth in her semi- 
final in 4:15.85. The 37- 
year-old Slaney already bad 
qualified for the games in 
the women’s 5,000 metres. 

But 39-year-old Ruth 
Wysocki will be in 
Sunday’s final. Bumped 
with a lap to go in the 1300. 
Wysocki filed a protest and 
was reinstated. 


Fernandez won on b& sec- 
ond match point, played in 
gathering gloom, when the 
Czech hit a backhand wide. 

“It’s very encouraging, 
especially on grass, which 
isn’t my favourite surface,” 
Fernandez said of her 
marathon day. 

Seles, seeded two at this 
year’s Wimbledon on her 
first visit since she lost to 
Steffi Graf in the 1992 
final, said she felt pretty 
good alter her double- 
header. 

She said her left shoulder 
injury, diagnosed as ten- 
dinitis with a tear in the lin- 
ing of the socket, had stood 
up well. 

Seles’s comeback after 
she was stabbed in ham- 
burg in April 1993 has been 
a stop-start affair because 
of injuries. 

She complained after her 
opening match here on 
Wednesday the shoulder 
was causing hear pain and 
she was short of match fit- 


ness. 

“I felt I played better in 
the first match (against 
Gonochategui). I was com- 
ing into the net more,” she 
said. “But Nathalie is a 
very good grass-court play- 
er.” 
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EASTBOURNE, England 
(R) — Monica Seles defied 
a heavy schedule and a sus- 
pect left shoulder to sweep 
into the final of the 
Eastbourne grass-court 

tournament Friday but 
failed to impress at least 
one rival 

France’s Nathalie 
Tauziat, beaten 6-4 6-4 by 
Seles in the semifinals, said 
afterwards she would be 
surprised if the joint world 
□umber one won 
Wimbledon, which starts 
on Monday. 

Seles, 22, had earlier 
beaten Argentine qualifier 
Ines Gorrochategui 6-3 6-1 
in a morning quarter-final 
after rain washed out play 
Thursday. 

Asked to assess the left- 
hander’s chances at 
Wimbledon, the 28-year- 
old Tauziat said Seles was 
mentally very tough but 
could straggle against a 
number of serve- and-vol- 
ley players. 

“I would be surprised if 
she won. I think 1 lost the 
match today. I’m frustrat- 
ed. 1 had many opportuni- 
ties and 1 didn't finish 
them,” said Tauziat, who 
four years ago at 
Wimbledon complained 
she was put off her game 
by Seles’s infamous grunt- 
ing. 

In the final Seles meets i 
seventh seed Mary Joe ; 
Fernandez, who spent over 
four hours on court in win- 
ning her two matches 
Friday. 

The 24-year-old 

American upset world 
number two Conchita 
Martinez 2-6 6-4 6-4 in a 
two-hour quarter-final and 
then overcame Jana 
Novotna 6-1 2-6 8-6 in a 
th rilling semifinal lasting 
two hours and 12 minutes. 
Novotna double-faulted 
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The Thrust SSC which will attempt to break the sound barrier in A1 Jafr this 


Thrust SSC to break 


sound barrier in Jordan 


By RouTan Nahhas 


Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Two hundred 


mph (3333 kph) in a stock- 
bodied sports car is enough 
to brighten the coldest days 
but doing 850 mpb (1370 
kph) in a 100,000 hp (75 
Mw) with an acceleration 
from 0-600 mph (0-965 
kph) in 16 seconds will 
undoubtedly break the dou- 
ble century mark. 

This beast is called Thrust 
SSC and it is poised to 
deliver a banzai thrill ride 
every bit as terrifying as the 
inspirational rush of teacup 
tower diving and cordless 
bungie jumping. 

What will make it more 
thrilling is that it is going to 
attempt to break the sound 
barrier here in Jordan , this 


Even for the most zealous 
speed-crazy person, a 
speed of 850 mph is a fanta- 
sy. But this is what the team 
of Thrust SSC hope to 
achieve in the Jordan desert 
at A1 Jafr some 50 km east 
ofMa’an. 

At a press conference at 
tb K? Grapd • Hptel 

Saturday ■> -Andrew- -Noble,, 
the team’s logistician 
explained the idea behind 
the attempt by his brother 
Richard Noble in Thrust 
SSC to break the 
Supersonic Land Speed 
Record and why A! Jafr 
suitable for 


area was st 


the attempt 


Jafr was found as a result 
of the BBC “Tomorrow’s 
World” programme on the 
desert search of a track of 
7.5 miles with exceptional 
hardness and consistency 
equal to that of Black Rock 
where a final attempt to reg- 
ister the world record will 
be held later in the year.” 
Noble said that the pre- 
liminary attempt in Jafr 
with assistance by the 
Royal Jordanian Air Force 
“The Supersonic Race 
started in 1990 when my 
brother Richard, current 
holder of the world's land 
speed record at 633.46S 
mph, was challenged by 
Craig Breedlove, the 
builder of the Spirit of 
America which was capable 
of 700 mph and then Mach 
I. 


“Richard decided to go 
ahead with the project after 
two intensely frustrating 
years lacking funds and 
came up with the Thrust 
SSC project which will be 
finally tested here in A1 
Jafr” he added. 

The challenge will reach 
its highest crest this aut umn 
when the two cars compete^ 
on the Black Rock Desert in - 1 
the United States. 
Breedlove will use Edwards 
Air Force Base with the 5 
mile desert surface Shuttle 
runway in his practice runs 
while the Thrust SSC . dri- 
ven by Andy Green, will 
have die chance to experi- 
the 7.5 mile track 


which will be extended; 
10.2 miles in A1 Jafr de ‘ 
The Thrust SSC cons 
non is very similar to b 
ing an early Super 
prototype fighter. The 
bon and aluminium 
panels will produce 
extremely stiff struc 
which will preserve i 
aerodynamic shape while 
experiencing the high 
stresses of Supersonic flight 
just 250 millimetres off thfi. 
ground. 

Thrust has 100..000 hp 
that's the equivalent of 141 
Formula One Cars. It is pro- 
vided by two Spey engines 
used in the RAF's Phantom 
jet fighter which will pro- 
vide enough thrust to accel- 
erate the 7 tonne. 54 foot 
long monster to Supersonic 
speed in about 23 seconds. 

The Thrust SSC high 
speed trials at Jafr will start 
around July 15 and to be 
completed the first week of 
August. 

The advance party leaves 
on June 20 and will return 
after die completion of 
engine tests and slow speed 
runs at Fam borough. 

England with ^5 man.anft 
10 .vehicle team around July 
14ih. 

Noble thanked His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal Ben 
A1 Hussein for his support 
and encouragement. The 
press conference was 
attended by the British 
Ambassador to Jordan Peter 
Hinchliffe. 


Jordan finishes last in Group 1 of 


Asian Youth Soccer Championship G0REN 


By Walld Ghazakfa in Manama 
and AJem Bamayan in Amman 


THE KINGDOM’S 
national under- 1 6 soccer 
team return to Amman 
today after taking part in 
the qualifying round of the 
Asian Youth Soccer 
Championship which was 
held in Manama, Bahrain. 

Jordan finished last in 
Group 1 which included 
Bahrain and 

Turkmenistan. Hosts 
Bahrain qualified to the 
final round which will be 
held in Thailand Sept. 14- 
28. 

Jordan lost 1-0 to 
Turkmenistan and needed 
a big victory over Bahrain 


to qualify as the hosts had 
crushed the Turkmen team 
6-1. However Jordan lost 
the final match 1-0 to 
Bahrain from a penalty 
kick in extra time. 

Jordan’s coach Adrian 
Masoud said although the 
team’s results were not 
encouraging, the players 
gave it all they had in the 
match against Bahrain 
which the host team only 
won after die referee 
awarded them a controver- 
sial penalty kick. 

The coach explained that 
Jordan's last-place finish 
could be attributed to a 
host of reasons including 
not playing in weather 
conditions similar to those 


MONTREAL (R) — Shane 
Andrews singled in EP. 
Santangelo with two outs in 
the bottom of the 12th to 
give the Montreal Expos a 
4-3 win over the Sl Louis 
Cardinals Friday on a night 
of marathon match-ups in 
the National League. 

Santangelo singled with 
two outs off relief ace 
Dennis Eckersley (0-5), 
stole second and scored 
when Andrews lined a sin- 
gle to left field, giving 
Montreal its eighth win in 


in Bahrain in addition to 
the fact that the team did 
not have any serious 
friendly matches or a 
training camp prior to 
competition. 

The coach also noted 
that players were compet- 
ing in what was probably 
their first major champi- 
onship abroad. 

The Asian Youth 
Championship includes 30 
Asian teams divided into 
nine groups. Japan are the 
titleholders of the last 
championship held in 
Doha in 1994. 


10 games and its fourth in 
the last five. 

In Atlanta, rookie 
Jermaine Dye doubled in 
the winning run in the bot- 
tom of tbe 11th to give the 
Braves their fourth straight 
win, an 8-7 victory over the 
San Francisco Giants. 

Jeff Blauser walked with 
one out in the 11th and Javy 
Lopez hit a slow chopper to 
the left of the pitcher’s 
mound that shortstop 
Shawon Dunston and third 
baseman Matt Williams 


Expos edge Cards on National League marathon day 


allowed to die for a single. 
Dye followed with a long 
double to the right-centre 
field gap off relief ace Rod 
Beck. 

“I’ve been in there every 
day for five days now. All 
I'm trying to do now is put it 
in the organisation’s mind 
that I’m ready to play,” said 
Dye. 

The Giants erased a 7-3 

deficit by scoring three 


times in the fifth and once in 
the sixth. 

In San Diego, Jody Reed’s 
single with one out in the 
bottom of the 10th scored 
Tony Gwyrw as the San 
Diego Paines stopped a 
five-game losing streak with 
a 2-1 victory over the 
Chicago Cubs. 

In Philadelphia, David 
Doster hit his first Major- 
League home run with two 


out in the bottom of the 10th 
to lift the Philadelphia 
Phillies to a 4-3 win over 
the Colorado Rockies. 

In New York, Todd 
Hundley hit a pair of two- 
run homers and Bernard 
GiUcey added a homer and 
two RBI to lead the New 
York Mets to a 9-4 victory 
over the Cincinnati Reds. 

At Florida, Kevin Brown 
threw a five-hitter for bis 




second shutout this season 
aDd Devon White hit a two- 
run homer as the Florida 
Marlins blanked the 
Pittsburgh Pirates 4-0 to 
snap a three-game losing 
streak. 

Brown (6-5) struck out 
seven and did not walk a 
batter. The right-hander did 
not allow a hit until rookie 
Jason Kendall led off tbe 
sixth with an infield single 


as he lowered his Major- 
League leading era to 1.88. 

Spanning his last five 
starts, the sinkerballing 
Brown has permitted just 15 
of 104 outs to leave the 
infield. 

In Los Angeles, Doug 
Drabek allowed a pair of 
runs over eight innings and 
Derek Bell and Orlando 
Miller had two-run singles 
in a four-run first inning as 
the Houston Astros cruised 
to an 11-3 victory over tbe 
Los Angeles Dodgers. 


Drabek (3-5) allowed one 
earned run and nine hits 
with two walks and six 
strikeouts in his first win in 
five starts since May 25. 

Loser Tom Candiotti (5-6) 
was tagged for six runs and 
nine hits with two walks in 
2 1/3 innings. 

Despite the loss, the 
Dodgers maintained a one- 
game lead over the other 
three teams in the National 
League West. 
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Bailey 
ilfeats Surin 
fo win 
Canadian 
Olympic 
I trials 



Jordan Times, Sunday, June 23, 1996 


MONTREAL (R) — In 
tbeir first outdoor 
encounter in nine months, 
worid champion Donovan 
Bailey beat world silver 

* -v. in .a | j a - medaUisi Bruny Surin Fri- 

r, hissu day to win the 100 -metre 

dash at the Canadian 
Olympic trials. 

^ ■* Bailey overtook the field 

if at the 60-metre mark and 

WQQ with a time of 9.98 
_ seconds. Surin was second 

| _a in 10.04 and Glenroy 

1 Vlf. Gan Gilbert, Bailey’s training 

partner in Texas, was third 

ich will k. in 10 ri 8 . 

2 imjo-. \, cx,en ^. Bailey, Surin and Gilbert 

he i hn. , ' 'k- — members of Canada’s 

s i\ \ cp Jpld-medal 4xl00-metre 

an relay team at the 1995 

roiviv Su /W World Championships — 
p lu, -‘ r - Ihe earned the right to run the 
,»}' s -y^nunium £. 100 metres at the Olympics 

erncU i’ r, ducf ‘ next month. And all three 
'h u„ Mm ? W w ere selected for doping 
V._ ’ F ,f iVn c ' controls after the race in 
• njmu 'tape what Canadian drug testers 
- H'-'Hii! |}j c insisted was a random 

*sn° ^J^onicnp draw - 
--wmiUinvtre -• Asked about the three 
U.S. sprinters they will 
hw ha% face at the Olympics — 

^ the Dennis Mitchell, Mike 

julj t.Jnc Car*., h Marsh and Jon Drummond 

* by («»> .Spev en ,l. — Bailey said: “I don’t 
m 'he k \l-VFiam> really care about them. It’s 
uhtcr wi;;^ , Vl j| ^ just a formality. I don’t 
^t>v*u ilira-.i think any of us are really 

the ~ r.-nne. 54 f. worried about who quali- 
>in*n%k*i 1 ,. w-F fied. It doesn’t really mat- 
Iip.iIvim ' i * r ten” 


Germany 

confident 

despite 

setbacks 


MANCHESTER (R) — 
Germany captain Juergen 
Klinsmann says bis team 
are going into Sunday’s 
Euro 96 quarter-final 
against Croatia with confi- 
dence despite injuries to 
key players and a mauling 
by Italy in their last match. 

Although they won 
Group C, the Germans were 
outplayed by the Italians in 
a bruising goalless draw in 
their last first round game. 

Defender Thomas Helmer 
was left limping badly with 
a swollen knee. 

But Klinsmann said the 
tournament favourites had 
been helped rather than hin- 
dered by one of tbeir hard- 
est games for years. Berti 
Vogts's side played most of 
the second half with 10 
men after Thomas Strunz 
was sent off. 

u Tbere is good spirit in 
the camp. The first half 
against Italy was not per- 
fect. But the way we got the 
result despite being down 
to 10 men says a lot about 
our character,” the Bayem 
Munich striker said. 

“They are a very strong 
team and we respect them. 
But now the competition 
really starts. It’s knockout 
and we can hardly wait. We 
have no problems with our 
confidence. We are always 
there when everything's at 
stake. We are good at con- 
centrating.” 

The Germans’ defence 



EURO 96 


Seaman penalty shoot-out 
save puts England through 


Croatian superstar Zvonimir Bo ban (left) plays chess with team coach assistant 
Ivanovlc Branco (right) during a day off at the Croatian team headquarter in 
Oakham, Croatia will play in a quarter final match against Germany at Old Trafford 
in Manchester June 23 ( Renters photo) 


has already been weakened 
by Juergen Kohler’s depar- 
ture from the tournament 
with tom knee ligaments. 

Helmer, one of Ger- 
many’s best players against 
Italy, has been unable 10 
walk properly in the last 
few days and faces a battle 
to get fit in time for old traf- 
ford. 

If he is unable to play, 
Borussia Dortmund’s Stef- 
fen Freund is expected to 
be the second man-to-man 
marker at the back, joining 
Markus Babbel who returns 
after being suspended 
against Italy. 

Vogts is not a manager 
who likes to make sweep- 
ing changes to his team. 
Stefan Reuter is expected to 


return as wing-back on the 
right side after missing the 
Italian dash because of a 
thigh injury. 

The most interesting 
selection derision revolves 
around the right side of 
midfield where there are 
rumours that the German 
coach may decide 10 drop 
the experienced Thomas 
Haessler, the country's hero 
of the 1992 European 
Championship. 

Haessler, whose free- 
kicks saved the Germans 
several times in Sweden, 
has struggled with his form 
in recent games and Vogts 
may bring in Bayem 
Munich’s Mehmet Scholl, 
regarded as one of the Bun- 
desliga’s most promising 

schedule on JTV ~1 


Gerroany-Croatfa 5 p.fti channel 2 
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Skilful Portuguese favourites to topple Czechs 


players. 

More than a handful of 
the German squad go into 
the game with one yellow 
card. But Klinsmann said it 
would not stop the Ger- 
mans putting the Croats 
under pressure. They would 
not be shirking any tackles. 

“It's always 50-50 in 
games like this. It depends 
on the form on the day. We 
have a well balanced squad 
and other players can 
always come in as replace- 
ments,” he said. “We cer- 
tainly won't be going into 
tbe match with the hand- 
brake on. “ 

Croatia, regarded by 
Vogts as a “secret 
favourite" for the title, 
fielded a virtual second XI 
in their final group match 
against Portugal and have 
only one injury problem. 


LONDON <R) — Goal- 
keeper David Seaman 
dived to his left to push out 
Miguel Angel Nadal’s spot- 
kick and give England vic- 
tory over Spain in their 
Euro 96 quarter-final after a 
penalty shoot-out on Satur- 
day. 

England won -4-2 on 
penalties after a 0-0 draw 
after extra time. They will 
meet the winners of Sun- 
day’s Germanv-Croatia 
quarter-final. 

Alan Shearer, David Platt. 
Stuart Pearce and Paul Gas- 
coigne all convened their 
penalties for England, 
while Fernando Hierro 
struck the bar with the first 
Spanish kick. 

Even the new “golden 
goal” rule — the first side 
to score in extra time wins 
— failed to break the stale- 
mate. 

England had two gilt- 
edged chances to settle the 
match in open play, the first 
falling to Shearer in the 
73rd minute. 

Gascoigne, coming into 
the box from the left, sent 
the ball sailing towards the 
far post where Shearer, just 
ahead of goalkeeper 
Andoni Zubizarreta. blast- 
ed it over the bar from less 
than three metres. 

In the 10 th minute of 
extra time Gascoigne was 
put clean through on the 
right but his strong, dipping 
shot was saved by the div- 
ing Zubizarreta. 

Spain's substitute striker 
Alfonso Perez was twice 


denied in the dying min- 
utes, the first time by a 
sharp tackle by Pearce. 

After being fortunate to 
repel an England onslaught 
in the opening minutes, 
Spain gave as good as they 
got despite a typically 
defensive elements 

approach. 

The Spanish, who scored 
crucial goals in the Iasi six 
minute* of two of their 
three group matches, 
threatened a repeat in the 
dying minutes of normal 
time. 

In the 85th minute Gareth 
Southgate made a brilliant 
tackle on Kiko Narvaez on 
the edge of the six-yard box 
when the Alletico Madrid 
forward had only Seaman 
to beat. 

A minute later Hierro sent 
a 30-metre free kick just 
over the .Arsenal goalkeep- 
er's bar 

Then, with two minutes to 
go. Seaman dived to his left 
to stop a shot front Kiko 
with defender Abelardo 
Fernandez following up 
looking for a rebound. 

The England goalkeeper 
also came out to block 
another shot from Kiko in 
the 90th minute after he had 
been put through by Alien- 
ee Madrid teammate 
Caminero. one of two half- 
time substitutions. 

Abelardo *on the quick- 
est booking of the tourna- 
ment so far when he was 
shown the yellow card after 
19 seconds for a tackle 
from behind on Shearer out 


wide on the left. 

Fortunately, it turned out 
not to be a prelude to feared 
rough treatment of the Eng- 
land forwards. Spain 
instead settling to their 
game after the early scares. 

In the next three minutes 
1 10-cap World Cup veteran 
Zubizarreta was called on 
to make two diving saves to 
prevent Spain from falling 
behind. 

The first was from right 
back Gary Neville and the 
second from the dangerous 
Shearer. 

Zubizarreta also ripped 
over a Tony Adams header 
from a free kick on the left 
by Ga>coigne. 

England coach Terry Ven- 
ables said: “It was a tough 
game and we showed real 
spirit and guts. When we 
played Holland it was a 
football match, whereas 
today it was all courage and 
1 thought the boys worked 
themselves into the ground. 

“When it got to penalties 
I thought they did their job 
well and dial's what it’s all 
about." 

Venables had special 
praise for left-back Stuart 
Pearce, who missed his 
spot kick in the semifinal 
shoot-out against Germany 
in the 1990 World Cup. 

“H e was magnificent. He 
had no doubt he wanted to 
take a penalty. I had 
thought I didn't want to put 
him through that experi- 
ence again, but it was his 
decision. He wanted it." 
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iftflm are expected to cruise 
past the Czech Republic in 
Sunday’s Euro 96 quarter- 
final at Villa Park. 


their twin strengths of solid 
planning and smart finish- 
ing. 

The Italian offside trap 
was cleverly sprung by 
„ Karel Poboreky’s crosses 


failure to read) the laSt° 7 from the- right and -well- 
four of a imjoftournameqt’ ' | timed runs from midfield to 
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for only the third time 
would be regarded by tbe 
Portuguese as a shock sec- 
ond only to Italy’s defeat by 
their opponents. 

Although the sending-off 
of Italian defender Luigi 
April oni made precise 
assessment of tbe Czechs’ 
achievement difficult, the 
group match did illustrate 
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A DEVILISH GUESS 


North-South vulnerable. South 
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meet them. 

A dramatic 3-3 draw 
against Russia offered fur- 
ther evidence of Poborsky’s 
deftness and Pauik Berg- 
er’s fierce shooting, but it 
also confirmed that tbe 
Czech defence may not last 
much longer at this rarefied 
level. 

Russia, like Germany 


before them, breached tbe Kubik into midfield as the 
Czech defence twice in six replacement for Pavel 
minutes, leaving them with Nedved. who is suspended 
the second-worst defensive Portugal expect to be at 
record of the 16 competing full strength, with defender 
nations. Paulinho Santos unable to 

•The first |5 nmmtts o ft». win tf 5 ci< ; [ , his' place after 
the second-half in thjfr game suspehl ion ‘from Porto club 

taught us a lesson said m Carlos Secreiario. 

Sv Ch K C02Ch ^P 5313 "*£■ Critics have suggested 
“We have spoken to the ^ ^ lack a *t eifill 

difSce” m,prOV,Dg striker to finish off their 

He beiieves that the return attractive, approach play, 

of his captain and sweeper, * ,ut . sconng . _ Dn 3 f s 

Kaiserslautern's Miroslav * weakened Croatia 

Kadlec, will tighten things “ final group match 
up. but may still decide to kas increased the team s 
push extra defender Lubos confidence. 

“If we score five in three 
games, that answers the 
criticism,” said Juventus 
midfielder Paulo Sousa. 


TWO New Furnishe 

a Apts For RentJ 

or sai 

Ground floor with spacious g 
Dining, salon, TeL. satellite, 
+ Tla' Afi. 

e 

arden, 3 BDR's, 3 baths. 
3 entrances, in Sweifieh 

Tel: 73601 l-736l23office,Re 

s S64758 Dr . Ghalib 


France oust Holland to reach semis 

LIVERPOOL (AFP) — France sent Holland crashing out of Euro 96 when they won their quarter-final 5-4 in a penalty shoot- 
out after both sides failed to score after 1 20 minutes of football Saturday. 

Ironically it was Clarance Seedorf. who had been at the center of the internal squabbline that had wracked Holland through- 
out the championship, who missed his penalty to allow the French to take their unbeaten record to l / matenes. 

But it was a match that never managed to live up to its pre-match billing. Both France and Holland stuttered to find any sense 
of rhythm, with both sides getting themselves bogged down in midfield. Holland started their 19-year-old sensation Patrick 
Kleuivert but it took him nearly 20 minutes before he was able io show why he is so highly raied. • 

Even when players did do something right lady hirit was against them. Holland should have snatched victory five minutes froaU* 
time when Marcel Desailly handled the ball just inside the area. But Spanish referee Antonio Nieto, who seemed to be struggling 
like the players, gave the foul just outside the area. 

Holland, still smarting of their 4- 1 drubbing by England a week ago. could have taken the lead in the opening 45 minutes when 
a comer by Richard Witscbge went to an unmarked Ronald De Boer w-ith the goal at his mercy but the midfielder headed wide. 

France, who have gone 26 internationals without defeat, had difficulty getting into a scoring position. 


f CAR FOR SALE > 

Volvo 740 GL, duty unpaid , fully equipped 
and in excellent condition. 

Asking for JD 7,000 or best offer. 

I Call 811666 J 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Furnished house consists of three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
telephone, separate heating, maid’s room and bath. Wrist 
Amman overlooking beautiful view and quiet area 500m, 
east of Royal Stables, Al Hummar Housing Dahiat. 

Rent JD 6.000 

Contact Tel. No. 847927 I 
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SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

I* Pass 2+ 29 

2 * Pan S* Pan 

4* Pua Pass Pa» 

Opening lead: Two of 17 

When there is a choice of two 
holdings that partner might hare 
which would enable you to defeat 
the contract, play lor the weaker of 
the two to east Consider this deal 

South's band barely qualified for 
a free rebid. However, the sixth 
spade and singleton heart fully jus- 
tified that action and, when North 
raised to complete an invitational 
sequence, South decided that the 
secondary club fit merited accep- 
tance. 

It is common practice today to 
lead low from three cards in part- 
ner’s suit unless you have raised, 
hence West’s lead. The problem 
with a top-oT-nothing lead is that *t 
is impassible for the player in third 
seat to determine on the second 
round how many cards in the sun 
the opening leader holds, which 
could to on ‘accident.' Declarer 
rose with the ace of hearts, drew 
trumps io three rounds, then ran 
the queen of dubs to East's king. 

The hand was at the crossroads. 

It was obvious to East that the 
defenders needed three tricks from i 
the diamond suit to defeat tbe con- 
tract On the surface it seemed I that 
West had to hdd the queen of dia- , 
monds for the defense to succeed. 
However, East realized that there 
was a chance if West held the jack 
of riiarann/fa and declarer the Q lit. 

At trick six East shifted to the 
deuce of diamonds. Declarer 
thought for a while but eventually 
made the play we, too, would have 
chosen — South finessed the nine of 
diamonds! West was delighted to 
win the jack and two more diamond 
cricks completed declarer's discom- 
fort. Down one. 
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Catamaran Boat - Speed 10 

2 engines Mercury 
in very good < 

0 km. $ 26,000 

f 2.4 Injection 
xtndrtion 

Shark Boat 32 Foot (fishing 1 
2 engines Johns 
OR 2 engines Me 
in very good condi 

boat) $21,000 

m 150 HP. 
rcury 200 HP. 
ition like new. 

Ski Boat 18 foot 
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. AEROSPACE 

Altitude speed and time are still shown in modern cockpits by means of a 

pointer or needle precisely because this sort of indicator sweeping over 

a circular gauge Is what a pilot sees best, particularly when keeping track 
of countless other pieces of inlbrmation. 

But digi tal naadnuts can tor instance provide times to *Amth of a second and 
a lp han u merical dam along with simplifying the setting o l pragramable 
functions. 

These display principles contribute to ihe Aerospace's design excellence 
which. In turn, explains ih selection as the personal Instrument of many of 
the world's finest aerobatics teams. 


f For more information please call 
Aquamarina Hotel - Aqaba - Jordan 
Tel: 962-3-316250 Fax: 962-3-314271 


/AFFAIR 

M.S.Jaffar & Sons Co. 


P.O.Box 218 Sweifiyeh, Amman, Jordan Tet. 856407 Fax. 655085 


INSTRUMENTS 


PROFESSIONALS 


We have the honour to announce the start of our services between 
Amman (Queen Alia International Airport) as from 23 June 1996 
according to the following schedule: 


Sunday. Thursday 


Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday 


Departure Amman 
Arrival Tel Aviv 

Departure Amman 
Arrival Tel Aviv 


07.25 a.m. 
08.00 a.m. 

11.10 p.m. 
11.59 p.m. 


EL AL. More Than Just Israel 



Soi only do pnde ourschcs of heme Israel's uaiiwul airline, 
bvl u e also pndc winches of being a leading and consistently 
profitable mtenunonal airline - one oflbe three most efficient 
airlines in the world i according to IATA)! Our global network 
consists of direct and convenient connecting (lights to more than 
50 destinations on free comments. EL AL passengers benefit from 
a myriad of comforts and services, all designed to meet die 
demands of today's sophisticated trawler. 

So if you're looking for a convenient and comfottahle way to reach 
Israel and beyond, choose EL AL 


ELZl«l27iV_zr 


The ft it Hot" ol 1st atl 


For reservations, please can your 
agent or EL AL teL. 702526 
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Iraq, U.N. resolve 


crisis over access 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
agreed to grant United 
Nations arms experts imme- 
diate access to ail sites, end- 
ing a crisis over the inspec- 
tion of disputed facilities, 
senior Iraqi and U.N. offi- 
cials said on Saturday. 

The United Nations, in its 
turn, would try to respect 
Iraq's concerns over sover- 
eignty and national security 
when searching such sites 
for proscribed items or doc- 
uments. the officials said. 

The remarks were made in 
a joint news conference 
attended by Riyad Al- 
Qaisi, Iraq's foreign min- 
istry undersecretary, and 
Rolf Eke us. chairman of 
the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
disarming Iraq under the 
1991 Gulf war ceasefire 
agreement 

“I am glad to say that we 
have reached agreement on 
what we have discussed 
and a joint statement has 
been signed," Mr. Qaisi 
said. 

Mr. EKeus said: “I am 
convinced there is no stand- 
off after these talks...The 
Iraqi government under- 
takes to secure uncondition- 
al. unrestricted and imme- 
diate access to all sites." 

The crisis over inspec- 


tions erupted last week 
when Iraqi authorities 
denied a team under Nikita 
Sraidovich access to five 
Republican Guard facilities 
in and around Baghdad on 
grounds of national securi- 
ty 

Mr. Ekeus said his com- 
mission would take Iraqi 
security concerns into con- 
sideration when inspecting 
sites of a similar nature in 
the future. 

“The co mmi ssion on its 
part undertakes to respect 
fully the legitimate security 
concerns of Iraq and be 
guided by the principles of 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity laid down by the 
fiLLN.) Security Council in 
its earlier resolutions,” Mr. 
Ekeus. a former Swedish 
diplomat, said. 

The two sides agreed on a 
“joint plan of action” to 
ensure that all the require- 
ments under the ceasefire 
conditions were met as 
soon as possible. 

Iraq apparently dropped 
an earlier demand for a 
timetable for the end of 
UNSCOM’s disarmament 
activities. But the two sides 
said they agreed to acceler- 
ate the pace of inspections 
to activate paragraph 22 of 
Gulf war ceasefire resolu- 


tion 687 allowing Iraq free 
exports once UNSCOM 
ends its work in Iraq. 

Mr. Ekeus said: “We.. 
Agreed to intensify our joint 
work aiming at a situation 
the Special Commission 
can repon to the Security 
Council that the provisions 
necessary for implementa- 
tion of paragraph 22 have 
been met.” 

He said be would report to 
the Security Council on 
Monday and its members 
would try to assess the 
agreement- But he said he 
was optimistic their reaction 
would be positive. 

“I will emphasise that it is 
a satisfactory and positive 
conclusion of this mission." 
he added. 

Mr. Ekeus and his com- 
mission were the target of 
scathing attacks from the 
official press on Saturday. 
The newspaper Jumhouriya 
described him in a poem as 
a stone-hearted man rejoic- 
ing over the misery of U.N. 
trade sanctions imposed for 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The paper also said in a 
commentary that Mr. Ekeus 
and his inspectors carried 
out plans hatched by U.S. 
and British intelligence. 


Assad- Arafat meeting is 
described as part of moves 
for Arab reconciliation 


CAIRO (.AFP) — Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat shook hands 
and embraced here Friday 
to bury a bitter dispute as 
they met for the first time 
since 1993, officials said. 

The meeting lasted for 
more than an hour and was 
held in the presence of 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Mr. Assad's 
suite at the five-star 
Meridien Heliopolis Hotel 
in Cairo. Syrian officials 
said. 

‘i had a meeting with 
President Assad and Yasser 
Arafat." Mr. Mubarak said 
at the end of the talks. 

Mr. Assad and Mr. 
Mubarak met first sepa- 
rately before Mr. Arafat 
joined them. 

“They discussed the 
summit's agenda and a 
draft resolution," which is 
expected to be adopted by 
Arab leaders at the end of 
the summit on Sunday, 
Syrian officials said. 

Palestinian International 
Cooperation Minister 
Nabil Shaath described the 
meeting as “affectionate." 

“It has cleared a lot and 
definitely contributed to 
opening a new chapter in 
relations. The meeting 


contributes to better rela- 
tions in the Arab World and 
will help its efforts on the 
peace process,” be told 
AFP, adding that the meet- 
ing “opened the door to 
future meetings ” 

He said Syria supported 
the implementation of 
accords between Israel and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) as well as 
the creation of an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state “with 
Jerusalem as its capital.” 
The meeting puts an end 
to a break in ties between 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. Assad 
who had strongly criticised 
the Palestinian leader for 


signing a separate peace 
accord with Israel in 1993. 

Mr. Assad last received 
Mr. Arafat in his summer 
home in Lattakia, northern 
Syria, before the 
Palestinian leader set off to 
Washington for the historic 
Sept. 13. 1993 signing of 
the peace accord with 
Israel at the White House. 

Mr. Arafat had sought 
Mr. Assad's backing for 
the agreement which 
granted the Palestinians 
limited autonomy but the 
veteran Syrian leader 
shrugged him off saying it 
was strictly a Palestinian 
affair. 


Mr. Assad later attacked 
the Palestinian leader for 
having gone ahead and 
signed the accord with 
Israel outside an overall 
Arab-Israeli peace settle- 
ment, saying the move had 
weakened Arab ranks. 

Mr. Mubarak said the 
meeting with Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Assad, which he 
had instigated, was aimed 
at “closing Arab ranks as 
psychological barriers 
have been accumulated 
over the years.” 

“We are trying to knock 
down these barriers so that 
a feeling of fraternity can 
prevail within the Arab 
Nation " he added. 

Dr. Shaath said the sum- 
mit was “not a conference 
to create new polemics." 

Tt is to unify action on 
one aspect: the peace 
process. All the rest is 
unimportant. The summit 
will not be diverted into 
meaningless and frivolous 
issues," Dr. Shaath said. 

“This is the time to put 
our hands together to safe- 
guard the peace process 
which is going through 
some risks,” be added. 



ARAB SUMMIT: A scene from the opening session of the Arab summit which opened in Cairo Saturday 
(Renters photo) 


‘U.S. troops may have 
been exposed. to nerve gas’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Several hundred U.S. Hoops 
may have been exposed to 
nerve gas at tbe end of the 
Gulf war when they 
destroyed an Iraqi ammuni- 
tion bunker that apparently 
contained chemical weapons, 
the Pentagon revealed Friday. 

Pentagon spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon said so far 
there was no clinical evidence 
that any troops were exposed, 
but medical evaluations of 
Gulf war veterans are being 
re-examined for any unusual 
health patterns among sol- 
diers who were near the site. 

“We now have a circum- 
stance where one has to focus 
to see if, a, there was expo- 
sure of troops, and b, if there 
were any health effects from 
that,” said Stephen Joseph, 
assistant secretary of defence 
for health affairs. 

This was the first time the 
Pentagon has admitted to die 
possibility that U.S. troops 
may have been exposed to 
ji chemical weapons. 
Jnited Nations investiga- 
tors who visited the site last 
month concluded on the 
basis of the type of shells 
found that an ammunition 
bunker blown up by U.S. 


Iraqi 

Uni 


troops between March 4-7, 
1991 contained rockets with 
chemical agents, be said. 

U.S. investigators “are now 
able to confirm that U.S. 
troops did indeed destroy tbe 
bunker in question in March 
of 1991,” Mr Bacon said. 

About 300 to 400 troops, 
positioned about five kilome- 
tres away, were involved in 
demolition of the bunker, 
which was located in south- 
ern Iraq at the Kamisiyah 
ammuni tion weapons area, 
Mr. Bacon said. 

“They were unaware at the 
time that the bunker con- 
tained rockets with chemical 
agents." he said. 

According to the 
spokesman, chemical detec- 
tors used by specialised 
troops picked up no trace of 
chemical agents before or 
after the bunker was 
destroyed. But an investiga- 
tion of the ammunition depot 
by inspectors from UN. 
Special Commission to dis- 
arm Iraq in October; 1991 
found chemical weapons in 
an open pit at tbe site. 

Those weapons were found 
to contain sarin, a nerve gas, 
and mustard gas. according 
to Mr. Joseph. 


Hamas wants summit 


to freeze peace process 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(.Agencies) — The Palestinian 
militant group Hamas called 
on tbe Arab summit in Cairo 
on Saturday to repeal the 
“unjust” Arab-Israeli accords 
and bade "popular resistance” 
to support die Palestinians. 

The group called on Arab 
leaders to “reconsider their 
positions regarding the politi- 
cal process with the Zionist 
entity by ending negotiations, 
cancelling unjust accords and 
treaties, and halting the nor- 
malisation" with Israel. 

Tbe Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) also said 
in a statement that tbe summit 
should “support the popular 
resistance which constitutes 
tbe best way to confront tbe 
Zionist plots and the chal- 
lenges which threaten the 
(Arab) nation.” 

Hamas, which opposes tbe 
Palestinian autonomy accords 
signed with Israel has been 
behind most of tbe deadly sui- 
6196 btiifiblngs ih the Jewish 
state. 

It called on Arab leaders to 
help reduce tbe Palestinians’ 
economic dependence on 
Israel and put pressure on 
Palestinian President Yasser 


Arafat to end his “oppression, 
which threatens internal con- 
flict among Palestinians.” 

“ Hamas ... calls on Arab 
leaders to reconsider their 
position to the peace process 
with the Zionist entity by stop- 
ping tbe talks and wiping out 
the unjust agreements and 
treaties,” the group said in 3 
two-page letter sent to the 
summit 

The Hamas letter said Likud 
leader Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
victory in Israeli election 
showed that Israel was ulti- 
mately hostile to the Arab 
World, and warned Israel 
would try to expand its control 
in the region. 

“Arab leaders should back 
the popular resistance because 
it is the best efficient means to 
confront the Zionist expansion 
plans," die movement said. 
“Jerusalem will be the centeral 
goal for the Zionist settle- 
ments' plans in tbe upcoming 
period.” 

Hamas also warned of civil 
war among Palestinians if Mr. 
Arafat’s Palestinian National 
Authority continued its cam- 
paign against Hamas and other 
militant groups who violently 
oppose the peace process. 


Qadhafi determined to break U.N. air embargo again 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Libyan 
leader Muammer Qadhafi 
said Saturday be will again 
break a UJV. air embargo by 
flying back home after defy- 
ing tbe ban to attend a historic 
Arab summit in Egypt 

Colonel Qadhafi claimed be 
was not aware of any air 
embargo, when journalists 
asked him why he had defied 
the ban. 

“Is there an embargo?,” be 
said. “I will be flying back 
home," when the summit ends 
on Sunday, he added. 

Col Qadhafi was speaking 
at the end of a meeting with 
Sudanese President Omar AJ 
Bashir, part of which was 
attended by Egyptian 
Presidential advisor Osama A1 
Baz. 

Asked if be attempted to 


mediate between Sudan and 
Egypt whose relations have 
deteriorated since the early 
1990s, Col Qadhafi said; 

“Egypt is closer to Sudan 
than Libya and they don't 
need any mediation." 

He also ruled out any con- 
frontation between Turkey 
and Syria, which has accused 
its northern neighbour Ankara 
of provoking tension by sign- 
ing a military accord with 
Israel. 

Tbe United Nations 
imposed an air embargo on 
Libya in 1992 after the West 
accused two Libyans of being 
behind the bombing of a U.S. 
airliner in 1988 which explod- 
ed over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
killing 270 people. 

Libya has refused to hand 
over the two suspects for trial 


in either Britain or the united 
states. 

Saturday was the third time 
that CoL Qadhafi bad defied 
tiie air embargo since 1995 
when he flew a plane-load of 
pilgrims via Egypt to Mecca 
in Saudi Arabia to take part in 
the annual Muslim pilgrim- 


The plane landed in Egypt 
which then flew the pilgrims 
on Egyptian airlines the rest 
of tbe way. 

In April CoL Qadhafi again 
broke the sanctions and 
ordered a plane to fly from 
Tripoli to Jeddah in Saudi 
Arabia for tbe Hajj. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said Cairo “did not 
have the time” to inform the 
U.N. sanctions committee that 
Col Qadhafi would be flying 


from Libya to Egypt on 
Saturday in violation of the 
embargo. 

"CoL Qadhafi telephoned 
President Hosni Mubarak 
before coming but we didn’t 
have time to inform tire com- 
mittee," he told the official 
news agency MENA. 

Col. Qadhafi was tbe last 
of Arab leaders to arrive in 
Cairo for the summit. 

He arrived on board a 
Libyan airliner Boeing 727 to 
a red-carpet welcome by 
President Mubarak. 

The last minute arrival was 
typical of the maverick CoL 
Qadhafi who left officials 
wondering whether he was 
coming or not He wore a 
satin silver vest, white 
trousers and a flowing white 
Libyan cloak. 


Serbs moving into Musl im homes in Brcko ‘separation zone’ 


TUZLA (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serb authorities 
are moving Serb families 
from all over Bosnia into 
former Muslim homes in 
the zone of separation 
round northern Bosnian 
town of Brcko, the Bosnian 
daily Oslobodjenje said 
Saturday. 

Serb authorities in Brcko. 
north of Tuzla, are repairing 
Muslim homes in the offi- 
cially-designated “neutral" 
area around the town and 
moving in families from 
Serb areas elsewhere in the 
country, the town’s Muslim 
mayor-in exile. Munib 
Jusufovie, told the paper. 

Brcko, on the banks of the 
river Sava, was mainly 
Muslim and Croat before 
war broke out in Bosnia. An 
arbitration process should 
decide by the end of the 
year who will control the 
town but the Serb authori- 
ties are moving people in 
advance of the arbitration in 
order to try to sway the 
decision, Bosnian authori- 
ties said. 

Mr. Jusufovie told 


Oslobodjenje: “We cannot 
allow people to move into 
our houses, especially not 
those who are not from 
Brcko. In agreement with 
(the NATO-led peace force) 
IFOR and the Serbs we 
have already done a lot of 
work on our houses ” 

“Both sides want to live in 
Brcko ” he added. 

Mr. Jusufovie said he 
hoped there would be a 
meeting with IFOR, the 
U.N.refiigee agency and 
U.N. police, plus civilian 
officials overseeing tbe 
peace process to decide 
how to deal with the issue 
of homes in Brcko. 

In the Hague, the court- 
room at the Yugoslav war 
crimes tribunal was hushed 
Friday as a former inmate 
described savage scenes of 
cruelty inflicted upon 
Muslim inmates at a Serb- 
run detention camp. 

Suljeman Besic, a 46- 
year-old lumberjack, 
recounted seeing a young 
man shot after being 
ordered to rape his dead 
mother, a pile of 20 corpses 


with their heads caved in, 
and a Muslim professor 
apparently murdered by the 
vengeful Serb soldier to 
whom he once gave bad 
grades. 

The testimony was the 
most horrifying yet in the 
trial of Bosnian Serb Dusan 
Tadic, charged with waging 
a campaign of murder and 
torture in and around three 
detention camps in north- 
western Bosnia in 1992. 

Mr. Tadic, a 40-year-old 
former bar owner, has 
pleaded innocent to all 
charges. 

He was not implicated in 
the events described by 
Besic, whom prosecutor 
Grant Niemann asked to 
relive the horrors of his 
detention to establish the 
murderous nature of the 
regime at Troopolje camp. 

Calmly, Besic told the 
court of an incident in 
which a soldier summoned 
a woman and her young 
son, ordered the woman to 
strip to the waist, and shot 
her. 

“I heard firing and the 


woman was lying on the 
road. He bad shot her in the 
head.” Mr. Besic said. 

The soldier ordered the 
woman’s screaming son to 
remove his clothing and 
said, ‘'now I will make you 
rape your dead mother,” 
Mr. Besic testified. The age 
of the son was not clear. 

Inmates who turned away 
in disgust were ordered by 
other camp guards to stay 
and watch or be shot Mr. 
Besic said. 

“All of a sudden 1 heard 
firing and 1 looked up and 
saw as the boy fell next to 
the mother," Mr. Besic tes- 
tified, 

Serb guards then dis- 
armed and handcuffed the 
soldier who allegedly car- 
ried out the shootings, but 
Mr. Besic saw him back on 
duty the next day. 

Mr. Besic said he also 
saw the result of an alleged 
mass rape of young teen- 
age girls by Serb troops. 

In an outdoor ioilet by the 
entrance of the cinema 
where women, children and 
the elderly were housed. 


‘’two girls were lying. They 
had very few clothes on 
them and they were 
bloody.” Mr. Besic said. He 
estimated their ages at 
"around 13 to 15." 

Inside, Mr. Besic found 
three other girls, one show- 
ing no signs of life, and four 
elderly men with their 
throats slashed. 

Mr. Besic told tbe court 
that another inmate told him 
Serb soldiers had arrived 
the previous night and taken 
their pick of the girls. Any 
who resisted were beaten 
and the elderly men who 
tried to intervene were 
butchered, Mr. Besic said. 

The world will bar 
Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic from 
running in Bosnia-wide 
elections in September even 
if his supporters nominate 
him- international envoy 
Carl Bildt said on Saturday. 

As an indicted war crimi- 
nal Mr. Karadzic “would 
not be accepted on the 
lists,” Mr. Bildt told 
Reuters at the European 
Union summit in Florence, 


where he briefed leaders on 
the peace process. 

“The elections are actual- 
ly to a large extent organ- 
ised by the international 
community and there is no 
way in which we are going 
to allow Mr Karadzic to 
stand,” he said. 

He said he would again 
meet Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic in 
Belgrade on Monday to 
press him to use his influ- 
ence to remove Mr, 
Karadzic. 

Forty-eight parties and 33 
independent candidates 
have registered to run in 
Bosnia’s post-war elections, 
an international monitoring 
group said. 

‘It is very encouraging 
that so many parties have 
entered the elections ” said 
Sir Kenneth Scott, a senior 
official of the Organisation 
for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), which is charged 
with organising the elec- 
tion. 

“This will ensure that the 
voters have the widest pos- 


sible choice of who should 
govern them in the future,” 
he said. 

The U.S.-brokered peace 
accord that ended the war in 
Bosnia calls for holding 

elections by Sept. 14. 

Bosnia’s electoral com- 
mission rejected two parties 
that tried to register because 
their names were identical 
to parties thac had applied 
earlier, the OSCE said in a 
report on the elections. Tbe 
rejected parties have three 
days to appeal the ruling. 

A third party only collect- 
ed 200 signatures, enough 
to enter municipal elec- 
tions, and was rejected for 
all other levels, which 
require more, the report 
said. 

The ruling Muslim Panv 
of Democratic Action has 
been registered throughout 

£L?'S try ‘ includin S in 
5ert)-held areas. OSCE oft], 

cials said. 

The Serbs’ and Croats’ 
main parties— the Serbian 
Democrauc Party, a „d 
Croatian Democratic Union 
are also registered. 


Blind woman, 99 } 
puts attackers to 
flight 

PONT-A-MOUSSON. 

France (AFP) — A 99- 
year-old blind wo m an 
chased off two women who 
attacked her in her home in 
this eastern French city, 
police said Friday. Marie- 
Marguerite Grandgirard, 
who" had been sirring in 
front of her house, was fol- 
lowed by two women when 
she got up to go inside. 
One slammed the door and 
the other tried to gag her, 
police said. Ms. Grand- 
girard shouted tor help and 
grabbed one ol her attack- 
ers by the hair. The intrud- 
er screamed in pain and the 
two women fled aboard a 
car in which a third person 
was waiting. Police said it 
was the third time in three 
years that the old woman 0 
had been attacked. 


Atom-smasher 
foiled by empty 
beer bottles 


GENEVA (R) — The 
world's largest particle 
accelerator was brought to 
a halt for five days by two 
empty beer bottles, the Eu- 
ropean Laboratory for Par- 
ticle Physics (CERN) said. 
A CERN spokesman said 
experiments at the lep col- 
lider. a 27-kilometre ring 
under the Franco-Swiss 
border where sub-atomic 
particles are smashed toge- 
ther at near the speed of 
light, began to fail for no 
apparent reason last Friday. 
On Wednesday morning, 
team that entered the $1 
billion accelerator found 
the two beer bottles in a va- 
cuum chamber. 


Canadian province 
has wooden 
surplus 


REGINA. Canada iR) — 
Saskatchewan Is trying to 
sell 1.000 erect wooden 
penises meant for use in 
sex education classes, the 
Canadian press reported. 
The province’s Education 
Department removed the 
penises. officially called 
“supplementary demon- 
strators," from the grade 
nine health curriculum af- 
ter teachers said they were 
inappropriate. The wooden^ 
organs were intended to be -• • 
used to teach 13- and 14- 
year-oids the proper way to 
use a condom. 


Cow itch forces 
closure of Cayman 
parliament 


GEORGE TOWN. Cay- 
man Islands (R) — It will 
be remembered as the day 
cow itch forced parliament 
to shut down. Cayman 
Islands lawmakers ad- 
journed early Thursday af- 
ter someone apparently 
smeared a “cow itch" plant 
over a jacket worn by lea- 
der of government business 
Truman Bodden in the 
house. Cow itch, or tram-, 
pet vine, is a plant found io 
the Caribbean and souths# 
United States. It is similar ■- 
to poison ivy and causes a . - 
burning sensation, rash and u 
severe itching when jit 
comes in contact with sk&C/ 
Police said they were treat- 
ing the incident as a criin&- 
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British beer 
bootlegger jailed^ 


’*<&■ 


Hill-.; 


LONDON — A Brftpfi • 
who smuggled beer across, 
the English Channel 
jailed for nearly s 
years and ordered to s afe: , 
render £3.32 million ( S^ft e-. 
million) in assets. 

Martin took 
European Un-ion 
allowing British holi< 
makers visiting 
where duties on 
drinks arc lower 
Britain, to bring 
almost unlimited 
of cheap wine, 
spirits. A London 
said he broke the 
setting up a cor 
operation to bring in ' 
loads of lager, defray 
authorities of £5 
tS7.7 million) excise' 
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